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National & Chapter Leadership Conference
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

2:45 – 3:45 p.m. AGC Legislative Priorities & Overview

Breakouts

9:45 – 10:45 a.m. Silica, Paid Leave, Workforce, Gold Shovel 

11:00 a.m. - noon Highway Division, Building Division

4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Why Advocacy Matters 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. AGC Legislative Priorities & Overview

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. White House Briefing

1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Capitol Hill visits



Overview

• Trump is shaking things up

• The Obama regulatory machine is being retooled 

• Agencies are staffing up and in listening mode 

• Congress has rolled back regulations like “blacklisting” and “Volks” 

• Aggressively looking for ways to advance the industry agenda 

• Thank you for coming to meet with members of Congress and their 
staff



AGC Policy Agenda
No Action Yet

• Make Sure Government Rules 
and Regulations Improve 
Workplace Safety

• Create a Positive Environment 
for Private Building 
Construction

• Reinvigorate Federal 
Construction Programs and Pass 
a Significant, Long-Term 
Infrastructure Bill

• Make the Highway Trust Fund 
Sustainable

• Protect Employers’ and 
Employees’ Rights to Free 
Speech and a Fair Process in 
Union Organizing 

• Modernize Multiemployer 
Pension Plans

• Oppose Government-
Mandated  PLAs

• Make the Federal Procurement 
Process Save Money and 
Increase Competition

Debate Beginning

• Improve the Pipeline for 
the Construction Workforce

• Tax Reform Cannot Ignore 
“S” Corps, Capital 
Investment, or 
Infrastructure Needs

• Support Regulations, 
Policies, Guidance, and 
Executive Orders that are 
Cost-Effective and Practical

Action but not Enactment

• Improve Health Care 
Affordability and Quality

• Repeal the Prior Approval 
Requirement for PAC 
Solicitations

Laws Enacted!

• Repeal of Volks OSHA Rule

• Repeal of Blacklisting 
Executive Order



AGC Key Votes in the 115th Congress

US Senate
• Repeal Blacklisting Executive Order
• Repeal Volks Rule

US House
• Repeal Blacklisting Executive Order
• Repeal Volks Rule



Congressional Calendar

■ House in session     ■ Senate in session     ■ Both Chambers in session   ■ Holiday 
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Week of 25th

Tax Plan Released
9/30
ObamaCare Repeal ends
FAA Authorization Expires

12/8 
Government Funding Expires
Flood Insurance Expires 

12/12
AL Senate Election

11/7
Election Day

Continue Debate:
Tax Reform
Infrastructure
Harvey/Irma Recovery

Budget Resolution
Tax Reform
Infrastructure
Harvey/Irma Recovery



AGC Goals for 2017

• Convince agencies to revise and/or retract regulations & Executive 
Orders or convince Congress to block them

• Address industry workforce shortage

• Support infrastructure investment, tax reform, permit streamlining & 
avoid policies that reestablish bad policies



Fighting Regulations

AGC is tracking over 30 different regulations and pushing back through comprehensive comments, agency 
meetings, congressional oversight and litigation in some cases. Some of the most significant regulations 
include:

Safety
• Silica 
• Drug testing
• “Volks Rule”

Labor Relations
• Persuader Rule
• Quickie Elections
• Joint Employer

Employment Practices
• EEO-1 forms
• Overtime
• Affirmative Action

Environment
• WOTUS 
• Permit Streamlining

Tax
• Debt/Equity
• Death Tax

Technology
• Drones

Transportation
• Local Hire 
• Greenhouse Gas Measurement
• Hours of Service
• Electronic Logging Devices

Federal Contractors
• “Blacklisting”
• Project Labor Agreements
• Paid Sick Leave



Top Legislative Issues for 2017

• Based on timeliness, achievability, and impact on industry:
• Comprehensive Tax Reform

• Increase Infrastructure Investment

• Environmental Streamlining 

• Addressing Workforce Shortage

• Prior Authorization  



Speaker 
Paul Ryan

Ways & Means
Kevin Brady

NEC
Gary Cohn

Treasury
Steven Mnuchin

Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell

Finance
Orrin Hatch

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES SENATE ADMINISTRATION

President 
Donald Trump

Key Players in Tax Reform



Effective Tax Rates by Industry
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AGC Priorities for Tax Reform

• Reduce Tax Rates for Corporations and Pass-Through Businesses

• Simplify the Tax Code
• Repeal the Alternative Minimum Tax

• Raise the Small Contractor Exemption

• Increase the Availability of Cash Accounting

• Eliminate Look-back Rules for Long-Term Contracts

• Promote Infrastructure Investment in the Tax Code
• Co-Sponsor H.R. 960/S.326, the Public Buildings Renewal Act

• Maintain Tax Exempt Status of Municipal Bonds

• Oppose Efforts to Increase Estate Taxes
• Full repeal/step up in basis/no backsliding on $5 million or indexing

• 2704 Regulations



Infrastructure Investment

• AGC is pushing to link tax reform and infrastructure investment
• Infrastructure enjoys broad bipartisan support and could help move tax reform through 

Congress

• Combining tax reform and infrastructure investment is a win for the economy

• A dollar invested in infrastructure provides greater economic output than tax cuts

• Tax reform and infrastructure investment are already connected

• Our nation’s infrastructure needs are well documented



Infrastructure Investment
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Infrastructure Investment

• Administration’s Plan - $200 
Billion over 10 years
• $100 billion for local prioritization of 

projects

• $25 billion for rural infrastructure 

• $15 billion for transformative projects

• 1 million new apprentices

• 8 Year reduction in permitting process







Environmental Streamlining 



AGC Priorities for Environmental Permitting

AGC Message:

• Performing sequential and duplicative environmental reviews after the NEPA 
Record of Decision results in massive schedule, budget, and legal hurdles

• Merge the NEPA review process and the Clean Water Act Section 404 
permitting process

• A reasonable and measured approach to citizen suit reform could prevent 
misuse of environmental laws

AGC Ask: 

• Tell Congress and the White House to reform the environmental permitting 
process



AGC Construction Workforce Shortage Survey
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Programs to Address Workforce Shortage

• Perkins CTE:
• $1.1 billion state grant program that funds career and technical education

• Last authorized in 2006 and outdated for today’s labor market needs; priorities 
include: alignment, collaboration and internships

• Apprenticeship Executive Order: 
• Executive Order 13801 would double federal funding and streamline registration 

approval

• Ensure construction industry is eligible for new apprenticeship programs

• Additional Initiatives:
• JOBS Act would authorize Pell grants for short-term training programs

• BUILDS Act would provide training grants for in-demand skills

• Link infrastructure investment and job training



Prior Authorization

AGC Message:

• Federal Election law requires prior authorization 
for PAC solicitation and limits authorization to one 
trade association per year

• House passed appropriations amendment 
prohibiting FY2017 funds and recent omnibus (H.R. 
3354) prohibiting FY2018 funds from being used to 
enforce requirement (a first step)

AGC Ask: 

• Co-sponsor H.R. 2101, the Prior Approval Reform 
Act, which repeals the outdated and burdensome 
prior authorization requirement 

• Block funds from being used to enforce 
requirement in appropriations bill

H.R. 3354 - Department of the 
Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act



Policy Issues for 2017

Top Issues

• Comprehensive Tax Reform

• Infrastructure Investment

• Environmental Permitting Reform

• Workforce

• Prior Approval for PAC

Other Issues

• Civilian BRAC 

• Composite Plans 

• Contractor Blacklisting

• Paid Sick Leave EO

• Procurement Reform

• Project Labor Agreements

• Regulatory Reform

• Silica

• Transportation funding



Capitol Hill



Questions?

Contact Brynn Huneke at brynn.huneke@agc.org or (703) 837-5376 to 
schedule a meeting with a congressional office.

Contact Jeff Shoaf at shoafj@agc.org or (202) 547-3350 with any 
additional questions. 

mailto:brynn.huneke@agc.org
mailto:shoafj@agc.org

