


WV Transportation Funding Challenges

 West Virginia is one of four states with 

jurisdiction over both state and county roads.

 This makes WV the sixth largest state 

maintained highway program in the nation.

 Counties have no structure or mechanism for 

funding road maintenance.



Current Condition of Transportation Infrastructure

 More than one-third (36 percent) of West Virginia’s major 

roads are either in poor or mediocre condition.

 West Virginia is sixth in the nation (29 percent) of rural 

pavements in poor condition.

 A total of 35 percent of state bridges are in need of 

repair, improvement or replacement.



 West Virginia has the 19th highest number (13 percent) of rural 

bridges rated as structurally deficient.

 There are over 7,000 vehicular bridges on the state highway system 

with an average age of nearly 40 years. Bridges typically have a 

design life of 50 years. 

 The state’s overall traffic fatality rate of 1.78 fatalities per 100 million 

vehicle miles of traffic in 2011 was second highest in the nation. 

Current Condition of Transportation Infrastructure



Governor’s Blue Ribbon Commission 

on Highways Formed



The value of 

current 

revenue is only 

62 percent of 

what it was in 

FY 1999.
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Current Transportation Funding Issues

While revenue 

has been 

stagnant, 

transportation 

costs have not. 



West Virginia’s construction industry lost 

5,400 jobs between July 2014 and July 2015.

16% 

drop 

in one 

year
(Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics)





Public Hearing Locations
586 West Virginians Attended in Person

In addition to Public 

Hearings:

 750 Surveyed Online

 61 responses 

received via mail

In total, nearly 1400 

West Virginians voiced 

their opinions.





Blue Ribbon Commission 

Recommendations

• New Sources of Revenue
• Motor Vehicle Tax

• Vehicle Registration Fees

• Alternative Fuel Vehicle Fees

• Innovative Financing Methods

• Cost Efficiencies
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2017 Highway Funding Legislation
• Private Public Partnerships P3 – H.B. 2721

• Design Build – H.B. 2722

• GARVEE – H.B. 2878 - $500 M

• Parkways S.B. 1003 - $500 M

• Fees S.B. 1006 - $145 M Annually

(Gas tax, DMV fees and vehicle sales tax) 

• $1.6 Billion Road Bond Constitutional Amendment






