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Background 
• In October 2012, 

Queensland’s Premier 
announced the start of an 
Open Data Revolution in 
the State.  
 
 

 
 

• Open Data (in Queensland) must be free, on-line, 
machine readable and licensed openly (CC-BY) 
 

• All data must be proactively released as OD unless 
privacy, security, X-in confidence or its release would 
lead to a significant loss of revenue 
 

• All Agencies must publish their OD Strategies 
(by May 2013) 
 

• Agencies were given two years to comply (half way!) 
 

 
 



Background 
• DNRM is custodian of a 

significant number of data 
resources (834), the vast 
majority are spatial1 
 

• Includes ‘Foundation Spatial Data’ – Qld base mapping 
 

• DNRM offers 3 key pathways to its spatial data: 
- Visualisations - Data Downloads - Web Services 

 
• By far the most popular visualisation tool is the 

Queensland Globe launched by the Premier (3rd April 
2013) as a key Open Data initiative 
      

     1 DNRM Open Data Strategy (Draft) 2014 

 
 

 



Department of Natural Resources and Mines   

Agency Open Data Strategies (20)  First Published in 2013 
Accessed via the QG Open Data Portal www.data.qld.gov.au 
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Visualisations Data Download Web Services 
Admin Boundaries QLD Globe QGIS 

Cadastre QLD Globe QGIS QGIS 

Drainage QTopo QGIS 

Elevation QTopo QGIS 

Imagery QLD Globe QGIS 

Place Names QLD Globe QGIS 

Property Address QLD Globe QGIS 

Integrated 
Foundation Spatial 

Data 

 
QLD Globe 

 

 
- 

Queensland 
Topographic Map 

(QTopo) 

Transport QLD Globe - - 

Visualisations Data Download Web Services 
Admin Boundaries QLD Globe QGIS QSC 

Cadastre QLD Globe QGIS QSC 

Drainage QLD Globe QGIS (under construction) 

Elevation QLD Globe QGIS (under construction) 

Imagery QLD Globe QGIS SISP 

Place Names QLD Globe QGIS QSC 

Property Address QLD Globe QGIS QSC  

State Control Survey  QLD Globe (Aug) QGIS 

Transport QLD Globe - - 

252 Open Datasets Foundation Spatial Datasets (Open Data) 

Current  Access Arrangements 
Queensland Foundation Spatial Datasets (April 2014) 



Why Queensland Globe? 

• Simple way to view and share spatial information 
- emerging need from 2011 floods and cyclone 

• Uses Google Earth, started with a one file  
- which connects to, & adds QG Spatial Data 

• Can be deployed to anyone 
(in government, business or the public) 

• It’s Free – thanks to Qld’s Open Data policy & Google 
• Training not required ~ everyone’s used Google Earth 
• Also available on smart phones and tablets 
• Contains Queensland’s Foundation Spatial Data  
• Plus… much more (over 250 data layers today) 
• Accessible from the Open Data portal or DNRM website 

www.data.qld.gov.au /  www.dnrm.qld.gov.au  

http://www.data.qld.gov.au/�
http://www.dnrm.qld.gov.au/�


Main features of the Queensland Globe 

• Only need one file 
(which never changes):  

• Familiarity for users, confidence with Google’s 
technology 

• Google’s data is still there - eg Google’s imagery & 
Street View as well as Google Search 

• Data remains server side – point of truth always 

• For all (Open) spatial data within the Globe: 
- provide the full metadata record 
- direct download facility 
 

• Built in Help, Tips, Tutorials, Feedback & Contacts  



Queensland Globe Basic Components 

 

1. Google Earth (free client) 
2. Google’s imagery and layers 
3. Queensland Globe imagery and layers 
4. Google Search 
5. Queensland Government Search 
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6. Your Places and layers 
7. Navigation 
8. Copyright Attribution 
9. Imagery Date 
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Foundation Spatial Data 



Timing & the 3 Critical Components that 
made the Queensland Globe possible! 

1. Policy: Qld government released its  
Open Data Policy ~ approved by State 
Cabinet in Dec ‘12 

 2. Technology: Google updated their free 
Google Earth client in Dec ‘12 to allow 
connection to ‘private data’ 

3. Resources: DNRM secured essential 
financial support for its ‘24 / 7’ spatial data 
initiative ~ Qld Globe production 

All released, developed or approved in December 2012 



Queensland Globe usage – first 3 months 

Launch – 3 April 



Queensland Globe – July to December ‘13 
• Globe proved extremely successful and usage 

continued to grow 
 
 

 

• Released a ‘Mobile’ version for smartphones & tablets 
 

 



Queensland Globe – mobile devices 
    http://globe.information.qld.gov.au/qldglobemobile 



Queensland Globe – July to December ‘13 
• Globe proved extremely successful and usage 

continued to grow 
 
 

 

• Released a ‘Mobile’ version for smartphones & tablets 
 

 • Many other Departments and groups (in DNRM too) 
wanted to feature their spatial data on the ‘Globe’ 
- for example Flood Events 
 

• We suggested DNRM publish all its Open spatial Data 
on the Globe as part of its 6 month Action Plan (July – 
December 2013)… but Government agreed to:      
“Make all government open (spatial) data available 
through Queensland Globe”  
http://www.thepremier.qld.gov.au/plans-and-progress/plans/assets/6-months-july-dec-13.pdf 
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www.data.qld.gov.au/department-strategies 



Agency Open Data Strategies 
~ 861 open data sets 
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Agency Open (spatial) Data Sets 
~ by ISO 19115 categories 
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New Queensland Globe Framework 

Queensland Globe 
- Base map 
- Foundation data 

• Imagery 
• Terrain 
• Places 
• Boundaries 
• Road & Rail 

• Addresses 
• Land Parcels 
• Tenures 
• Rivers & Basins 
• Contours 

Featured Globes 
- Specialist topics 
- or Events 

• Flood Events 

• Coal Seam Gas 

• Mines 

• Land Valuations Globe 

Category Globes 
- 17 Themes 
- All QG spatial data 
- Based on ISO19115 
- (for example…) 

•Biota 

•Farming 

•Geoscientific 
Information 

•Society 

•Health 

•Planning 
Cadastre 

•Transportation 

•Structure 

•Economy 



Featured & Category Globes 
- Featured Globes accessed from the QLD Globe Banner 
- Add to the data layers available  

Data 
Layers 
Added 



- View the Data - View Metadata - Download the Data 
Featured & Category Globes 



Queensland Globe usage – 2013 
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Queensland Globe usage – first 12 months 
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• 650 million map requests in first 12 months 
• 4m – 5m every work day (750k on Sat & Sun) 
• 100m during March 
• Over 9m on a single day 
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Latest Features – released April 2014 

• Included Statistical Geography from the ABS in the 
Queensland Globe 
• Australian Census Data – down to mesh block 
• Mesh blocks attributed with dwelling count and number of 

persons usually in residence 

• Queensland Topographic Map service 
• Seam-less, scale-less topographic map 

• New and updated Category Globes 
- Biota  - Farming - Inland Waters 
- Geoscientific Information  - Society 
- Planning Cadastre  - Transportation 
- Others under construction 

• Link(s) to other State & Territory Globes - NSW 
• Updated help, settings, tips, You-Tube tutorials, etc 



QLD Globe 
• Imagery 
• Land parcels 
• Tenures 
• Localities 



QLD Globe 
• Topographic Map Service 
• Localities 



QLD Globe 
• Imagery 
• Localities 
• Australian Bureau of Statistics - Meshblocks 



QLD Globe & NSW Globe 



QLD 

NSW 

QLD Globe 
• Land parcels 
• Addresses 
• Roads 
• Localities 



QLD 

NSW 

QLD Globe plus… 
• Land parcels 
• Addresses 
• Roads 
• Localities 

NSW Globe 
• Land parcels 
• Addresses 
• Localities 



Guided Tutorials for novices & experts 



Queensland’s Open (spatial) Data Summary 
• Significant advances in last 12 months 
• Well over 250 data layers available (and growing!) 
• Visualisation / Download / Webservices 
• Free, Openly licensed (CC-BY), Digital, On-line 
• Aimed at non-experts / public but increasingly used by 

spatial professionals too 
 

• Hugely successful 
• Usage – many new users to spatial industry 
• Emerging co-production with private sector 
• Value-adding – new services and products 
• Business Process Reform – Productivity improvements in 

numerous areas 
• Delivering transparent & more accountable government 

 

• Much more to come! 
 



Questions? 

Steve Jacoby 
Executive Director, Land and Spatial Information 
Department of Natural Resources and Mines, Queensland 

(T) 3896-3842 opendata@dnrm.qld.gov.au 

mailto:opendata@dnrm.qld.gov.au�
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