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Minister Fearne, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very pleased to be here with you today in beautiful Malta – and warmly thank 

the Maltese Presidency for organising this eHealth Week.  

This is my third eHealth Week. It is heartening to see so many come together to 

exchange knowledge and experience.  

Digital technology is now an established feature of modern society.  The EU must 

be at the forefront in creating the right conditions for allowing digital developments 

to flourish.  

Today, the Commission’s Vice President Ansip will present in Brussels the 

Communication on the mid-term review of the Digital Single Market Strategy 

adopted in 2015.  

This Communication reviews the 16 major initiatives set out in the DSM Strategy – 

all of which have been delivered.  



2 
 

But the Communication also suggests some areas where increased focus is 

needed.  

I am delighted to announce that digital health and care is one such area. The mid-

term review suggests intensifying efforts on the health aspect of the DSM through 

new initiatives on eHealth. Proposals have been presented around 3 themes:  

 

 

 First – to give effect to the right of every citizen to access and share securely 

their personal health data.  

 

The Commission already supports Member States in exchanging Electronic 

Health Records, based on the infrastructure currently being developed to 

exchange e-prescriptions and patient summaries across borders. 

 

Patients will be empowered to use their health data to make informed 

decisions about their health; take an active role in their care; and collaborate 

effectively with their healthcare team.  

Health professionals would gain a more comprehensive view of the patient’s 

medical background and history, helping them to improve clinical practice and 

continuity of care, also across borders, and communicate among themselves 

using summaries of the patient's situation and treatment received.  
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 Second, to support the development of a secure data infrastructure for the 

pooling of health data to advance research, disease prevention and 

personalised health and care. 

 

Through the European Reference Networks we are already pooling expertise 

to provide faster diagnosis and better treatment for patients affected by rare, 

low prevalence and complex diseases.  

 

The Networks will be based on virtual collaboration, employ telemedicine and 

create valuable European data sets for research and clinical trials.  

In the future we would like to set up a strategy for the potential research use of 

patient data gathered by the Networks. If successful, the ERN model could be 

replicated to be used in other areas. 

We can also anticipate epidemics and accelerate EU-wide identification of 

infectious threats to avoid infectious outbreaks, as a complement to existing 

tools. 

Finally, we can improve the development of medicines and medical devices 

and their life-cycle through the use of real world data. 

 Third, to facilitate feedback and interaction between patients and healthcare 

providers.  

 

The Commission will support Member States and regions in deploying 

solutions that support user feedback and interaction between patients and 

healthcare providers, to support prevention, patient empowerment and quality 

and patient-centred care. 

In this context, it will be important to use digital solutions to gather patients' 

feedback to ensure their voices are heard. Health and care systems can utilise 

user data to improve and support more efficient health and care services.  
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The deployment of these programmes should engage citizens in the prevention 

and management of chronic diseases – notably through integrated care models, 

mobile health, and telemedicine and connected care. 

I look forward to delivering on these actions in a dedicated Communication on 

digital health by end of this year. 

Another area of great potential is Health Technology Assessment.  

 

All Member States are struggling with limited resources and thus need to find a 

balance between granting access to innovative, often expensive, technologies 

and ensuring sustainability of their healthcare systems.  

HTA is a key tool that can help address this challenge. It supports competent 

authorities to better ascertain whether a new health intervention or eHealth 

technology can demonstrate real added value compared to existing ones.  

We see more and more HTA bodies are being asked to look at these types of 

technology. 

On the way forward, greater coordination in evidence generation would be 

essential to enable public bodies and stakeholders to benefit more from data 

collection and help them in their decision making processes. 

The Commission is working on an initiative to strengthen EU cooperation for HTA. 

My services are now analysing the results of the public consultation, and 

preparing an impact assessment.  
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The Commission is keen to make all of this happen. However, we cannot do this 

by ourselves – the digitisation of health systems is a true collaborative effort.  

We need the support, knowledge and expertise of every EU Member State and of 

all stakeholders to help drive eHealth forward.  

The EU provides the necessary support through funding and by providing 

collaborative networks where Member States work together and share knowledge 

and expertise.  

The eHealth Network, where all Member States are represented, is playing an 

essential role in improving eHealth interoperability in the EU; laying the foundation 

for the cross-border exchange of ePrescriptions and Patient Summaries.  

Yesterday, the Network held its bi-annual meeting where important steps were 

made towards bringing us closer to an EU where health data is seamlessly 

exchanged cross-border. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Each and every one of you plays an important part in driving forward eHealth in 

the EU and beyond. Let me invite you to share your expertise and to learn from 

each other. 

I wish you all a successful, inspiring and productive event.  

End 


