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Childhood cancer in The Netherlands  
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Rare: 550 new cases (0-18 yr) per year  

Each type typically <20 cases/year  

Scattered: 7 centers  

Survival 75% 

Most frequent cause of death in childhood  

Morbidity and poor quality -of-life  

Late effects of treatment  



Volume matters  

4-11-2014 5 

ñhigher volume = better outcomeò 

Higher volume of high-complex interventions: 

 

More successful treatment  

and  

less complications  



Size matters: Inspection of Health Care and Ministry of 

Health, may 2010  
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Learning curve for high-

complex interventions: 

 <20 very steep 

 20-100 steep 

 >100 flat(ter) 

Cut-off for concentration: 

20 cases / year / team 



Future? 2005 - 2014 
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Concentration  of complex treatment and research: 

critical  mass for  top care and top research 

Initiative  of professionals and parents organisation: 

Cooperation: 

Single Dutch Childhood Oncology Center 

Princess Máxima Center for  Pediatric  Oncology 

 

European center of excellence  

Ward within  WKZ/UMCU opened October 20, 2014 

- Certain solid tumors (20% of total  Dutch population ) 



New hospital  
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Á Not isolated but connected to partner institute  

Á Independent expert committee to advise on location  

Á Criteria:  

Á Other pediatric subspecialisms and facilities  

Á Adult cancer center  

Á Research institute  

Á Accessibility, location  

Á Willingness to collaborate/share  

 

Partners: 

ÁUMC Utrecht/Wilhelmina Childrenõs Hospital Utrecht 

Á Netherlands Cancer Institute/AVL  

 



From principles to building design  
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Location 



Building design July 2014  
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ÅFour units 

- Hemato-oncology 

- Neuro-oncology 

- Solid tumors 

- Late effects 

ÅResearch 

 

BVO 38.944 m2 

Å75 ï 85 hospital beds 

Å20-25 daycare beds 

Å800-900 patients in 

treatment annually 


