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ThisThis cross sectional review of

Mandarin speaking clients

attending a tailored service

reveals high rates of STI

especially HBV within this

cohort.

Further studies are required to

investigate whether recent

emigration is associated with

unsafe sexual practice for sex

workers.

Health Promotion strategies

should be targeted towards sex

workers who have recently

arrived in the country or who

have recently commenced sex

work.

The significant resources issues

in terms of health care provider

time and OHI usage is justified

in accessing this CALD

population.

Of the sex workers (all female) seen 

in the Chinese Clinic:

29/44 (65.9%) were born in China. 

Others include Thailand, Vietnam, 

North Korea and South Korea.

•7/44 (15.9%) have been in Australia 

for <6 months

•21/44 (47.7%) have been in 

Australia for 1 year +

Duration of SW in Australia:

•7/44 (15.9%) worked <6 months

•13/44 (29.5%) have been working 

for 1 year + 

12/44 (27.2%) SW diagnosed with a 

STI, 4 of which were Hepatitis B
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The Western Sydney Local Health

District serves a culturally and

linguistically diverse (CALD)

population with high rates of

immigration. Opportunistic

attendance by sex workers (SW) or

symptomatic clients without an

available interpreter may result in

sub-optimal care. A Mandarin clinic

(MC) was introduced with onsite

health interpreters (OHI) to help

address these issues.

was

A retrospective case note review

was taken of all clients who

attended the MC between

January- August 2014. Rates of

attendances, numbers of clients

screened and sexually

transmitted infections (STI)

diagnosis including hepatitis B

virus immunity were obtained

from the electronic patient

record. Case files were analysed

on an access database.

Additional information on sex

work (SW), time spent in

Australia and utilization of OHI

was noted.

attendees to the clinic. 

A total of 127 episodes of clinical

care from 71 unique individuals

comprising 59 women (49.1% aged

over 36 years) and 12 men (58.3%

aged over 36 years) were seen in the

MC.

113/127 (88.9%) episodes involved

OHI, with 64 (50.3%) episodes of

face-to-face interpreter usage. 33

(48.4%) of these consultations lasted

>45 minutes.

37/127 (29.1%) of all episodes were

of non-SW related activity, with

6/127 (4.7%) episodes not

documented.

84/127 (66.1%) episodes related to 

SW, with 27/84 (32.1%) new 

attendees to the clinic. 


