


Have you ever asked: 

“What is the Research 

Triangle Park?”

TREES?

TEES?
PhDs?



But…

We’re more than that. 

A place, yes…

… but also an 

organization sworn to 

protect education, 

job creation and 

quality of life for all NC.

A story worth sharing…



In the 1950’s, 

leaders from 

government, 

industry and 

academia came 

together to pull NC 

out of economic 

despair



Land was identified, 

money was raised, and 

plans for a large 

scientific research park 

were drawn up



The first companies 

were soon up and 

running after the Park’s 

founding in 1959



Through several major land sales in the 

1960’s, RTP paid off its mortgages and 

was soon a major economic engine



Many scientific 

breakthroughs 

followed

An economic 

legend was 

born





7,000 acres

190+ companies

Life Science/IT/Tech/Cloud

22+ million sq ft

50,000+ employees

5 IT/Life Science Incubators w/ 
50+ companies

RTP By The Numbers
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New Companies, New Jobs, New Facilities 

o Over $1 Billion of capital investment in the past 5 

years.

o Over 1 million sq ft of newly built space completed 

in that time, in addition to 367,000 

sqft under construction or announced

o 2,200 new jobs announced since 2011

o On average, 20+ companies are founded in or 

move to RTP each year

o Expansions ongoing at NetApp, Syngenta, and 

Bayer CropScience



42%

18%

11%

10%

8%
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2%
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Life Sciences

Information Technology

Professional and Management Consulting
Services
Foundations, Institutes and Scientific Associations

Instruments and Advanced Materials

Clean and Green Technologies

Financial and Insurance Activities

…an array of R&D firms with 

strengths in pharmaceuticals, 

big data, crop science, 

cleantech, and more…



…one of IBM’s largest 

sites in the world…

…the U.S. headquarters of 

Lenovo…



…Cisco’s 

largest campus 

outside of its 

California 

headquarters…

…a 500-acre campus 

for federal 

government agencies 

(EPA & NIEHS)…



…RTI, the Park’s first 

tenant and one of the 

world’s leading

research institutes…

…Major operations 

for 4 of the world’s 

top 6 agro-bio 

companies…

…industry support 

organizations such as 

the NC Biotechnology 

Center...





Astroturf

(Chemstrand), 1965)



Taxol, one of the most 

widely prescribed 

anti-cancer 

medications in the 

world. 

(GSK, 1967)



The UPC Barcode

(IBM, 1972)



The Ctrl+Alt+Delete 

function 

(IBM, 1980)



Digital cellular 

technology

(Bell Labs, 1980)



The official 

periodic table of 

elements

(IUPAC, housed in 

RTP since 1997)
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The second 

patient in the 

world ever 

functionally 

cured of HIV

(Viiv Healthcare, a 

GSK venture,  

2013)





Duke engineers are 

developing 

"metamaterials" to 

focus and redirect 

electromagnetic 

waves, forming an 

"invisibility cloak" 

around solid objects



UNC-Chapel Hill 

researchers are using a 

120-foot wave tank to 

study marine sciences 

and mathematical models 

of fluid dynamics



NC State researchers 

developed a new 

method for forecasting 

seasonal hurricane 

activity that is 15% 

more accurate than 

previous techniques  



Working in partnership 

with NASA, RTI 

engineers helped 

develop the wind shear 

avoidance and 

detection systems used 

in modern aircraft



EPA scientists are 

using a state-of-

the-art wind tunnel 

to simulate how air 

pollution is 

dispersed in a city



Cree is a market-

leading innovator of 

lighting products, LED 

components and 

semiconductor 

products for power 

and 

radio-frequency (RF) 

applications



In 1987, the Center 

for Emerging 

Cardiovascular 

Technologies at 

Duke University 

developed 3-D 

ultrasound 

technology



NC State is the only 

university in the 

nation leading two 

National Science 

Foundation 

Engineering 

Research Centers

One of them is 

creating self-powered 

devices to help 

people monitor their 

own health



NC State’s College of 

Textiles created 

PyroMan, a life-size 

model that helps 

textile engineers 

determine which 

materials best protect 

firefighters, industrial 

workers and soldiers 

from intense heat and 

flames 



Grayson Clamp, 

through a research 

trial at UNC 

Hospitals, became 

the first child in the 

U.S. to receive an 

auditory brain stem 

implant, allowing 

him to hear for the 

first time
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Sustainability

More Density

More Nature

21st Century 

Amenities

A new Master Plan 

for the Research 

Triangle Park was 

completed in 2012

The key principles of 

the Plan will allow 

RTP to remain a 

world-class location 

to conduct research



RTP has gathered 

public input on the 

Master Plan 

through its 

official launch, the 

Pathways to 

Opportunity Bus 

Tour across NC, 

and the RTP Town 

Hall for Park 

employees 



3 Locations for Mixed-Use 
Development Identified

Park Center is the ideal 
location to begin. 

RTF purchased the Park 
Center property in January 
2014.

Master Plan Process



The Plan envisions 

a mixed-use village 

in the heart of 

RTP…



…which will offer 

a new type of 

environment for 

cutting-edge 

research in a 

vibrant, creative 

and engaging 

setting



Park Center will 

feature many types of 

public gathering 

spaces in a compact, 

walkable area… as 

well as retail, 

residential and office…



…anchored by an 

iconic facility that will 

serve as a magnet 

for our founding 

universities, 

innovators and 

entrepreneurs.



ReImagining RTP 

requires a 

development that 

will be…

INSPIR ING

AUTHENTIC



COLLABORATIVE

ACCESSIBLE  &

AFFORDABLE



This is the time, 

the place, for 

big ideas





•

•

•

•

Park Center Master Plan Design Team
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Park Center Master Plan
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•

•

•

•
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Places  |  People  |  Programs

Hotel & 

Convergence 

Center 

Office

Tower

Office

Tower

Multi

Family

Loft Office 

& Market

Office/Hotel
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