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Who we are

• 204 Members

• Higher Education Institutions 

and Other Organizations

• Arctic and Non-Arctic 

members

“ 

University of the Arctic, UArctic, is a 

cooperative network of universities,  

colleges, research institutes and other 

organizations concerned with education 

and research in and about the North (204 

in 2018). UArctic builds and strengthens 

collective resources and collaborative 

infrastructure that enables member 

institutions to better serve their 

constituents and their regions. 

Through cooperation in education, 

research and outreach we enhance human 

capacity in the North, promote viable 

communities and sustainable economies, 

and forge global partnerships. 
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Empower the people 

of the Circumpolar 

North by providing 

unique educational 

and research 

opportunities 

through 

collaboration within 

a powerful network 

of members.
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• Circumpolar

• Inclusive

• Reciprocal
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UArctic benefits students, public 
and private sectors, and the North 
as a region by creating strong 
international collaboration among 
its members that: 

• Creates shared knowledge, 
competences and resources by 
matching capacity to needs

• Connects traditional and 
indigenous knowledge systems 
with modern academia 

• Partners with northern 
communities and indigenous 
populations to respond to their 
educational aspirations and 
requirements

• Bridges dialogue across 
different sectors and regions of 
the North, and with the world 

• Builds shared services that 
facilitate and promote 
cooperation and collaboration 

• Increases collaboration 
opportunities for our community 
of faculty, staff and students 

• Promotes the collective views of 
its members and broadens the 
voice of the North in the world 

www.uarctic.org
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• Educational Access 
for Northern Students

• Research 
Representation in the 
North

• Expanding Knowledge 
of the North

• Engaged Membership 
Network
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© United Nations
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MAIN TOOL: Thematic Networks

Groups of UArctic members working 

together to conduct research and 

create learning experiences for 

students, faculty and communities.

www.uarctic.org
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Thematic Networks and UArctic 

Institutes
Thematic Networks

• Arctic Boreal Hub

• Arctic Coastal Communities for Sustainability

• Arctic Economic Science

• Arctic Engineering

• Arctic Extractive Industries

• Arctic Fisheries and Aquaculture

• Arctic Geology

• Arctic Indigenous Skills

• Arctic Law

• Arctic Lingua

• Arctic Migration

• Arctic Plastic Pollution

• Arctic Safety and Security

• Arctic Sustainable Arts and Design (ASAD)

• Arctic Sustainable Resources and Social Responsibility

• Arctic Telecommunications and Networking

• Arctic WASH

• Circumpolar Archives, Folklore and Ethnography (CAFE)

• Commercialization of Science and Technology for the North

• Communicating Arctic Research

• Distance Education and e-Learning

• Energy in a New Time

• Geopolitics and Security

• Global Ecological and Economic Connections in Arctic and Sub-Arctic Crab 

Fisheries

• Health and Well-being in the Arctic

• Language Documentation and Language Technologies for Circumpolar Region

• Managing Small and Medium Sized Enterprises in the North

• Model Arctic Council

• Natural Hazards

• Northern Food Security

• Northern Governance

• Northern Nursing Education

• Northern Research Forum

• Northern Tourism

• Permafrost

• Renewable Energy

• Science & Research Analytics Institute

• Science Diplomacy

• Smart Societies in the High North (SmartNorth)

• Social Work

• Sustainable Production and Foraging of Natural Products in the North

• Teacher Education for Social Justice and Diversity in Education

• UArctic World Ensemble

• Verdde Program

• Working in the Arctic

• World Images of Indigenous Peoples of the North
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Teacher Education for Social Justice and 

Diversity in Education
The network focuses on teacher education for different levels of education, with a specific focus 

on social justice and diversity in education.

Goals

• Enhance teacher education for equality and social justice in the Arctic 

• Advance shared research on topics relevant to network members

• Establish steady cooperation between teacher educators across the member universities

• Stimulate staff and student exchange

• Develop a virtual research and resource centre for high quality teacher education research and 

practice

Main Activities

• Joint research

• Student/teacher/researcher mobility, both short-term and full-term visits, including teaching and 

research

• Joint PhD student network

Arctic Council's Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG) project approved in spring 

2017

UNESCO UNITWIN status formalized in May 2018
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Arctic Sustainable Arts and Design

The network aims to identify and share contemporary and innovative practices in teaching, learning, research and knowledge 

exchange in the fields of arts, design and visual culture education.

Goals

• Identify and share contemporary and innovative practices in teaching, learning, research and knowledge exchange 

• Promote cooperation and collaboration between universities, institutions and communities focused on northern and Arctic issues 

• Improve arts, design and visual culture education amongst UArctic members.

Main Activities

• Host a biannual symposium on arts, design and visual culture education in the Arctic

• Support joint presentations at national and international seminars and congresses

• Initiate collaborative workshops and seminars for students, teachers and researchers across the Arctic

• Promote educational collaboration, for example through joint educational programmes

• Instigate exhibitions, events and publications

• Initiate and oversee joint research projects

• Support the development of context-sensitive research methods and arts & design practices in the Arctic
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north2north 

Student Mobility
Student exchange program 

that allows students at UArctic 

institutions to visit different 

northern regions, and share 

experiences face-to-face, 

through study at other UArctic 

institutions.
I enrolled in the north2north program to broaden my knowledge in 
a different culture and on different subjects than I was studying in 
Canada. This experience caused me to rethink my career, where I 
was going to live, and what I was going to do with my life.
Shawn Jantzen
USask/Finnmark University College

north2north student exchanges 

(in 2017) 123

www.uarctic.org
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UArctic Congress
• 2016: St Petersburg, Russia

• 2018: Oulu and Helsinki, Finland

• 2020: Iceland

• UArctic meetings combined with high-level 

scienctific conference

• Linked to Arctic Council chairmanship and 

program priorities

• Congress Declaration feeds into the Arctic Council 

Ministerial Declaration

congress.uarctic.org
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2018 Congress Declaration
• We continue to work in close partnership with the Arctic Council to support science-informed decision-making, 

science advice, and science diplomacy.

• In partnership with indigenous peoples and communities, we seek to transform our education institutions and 

systems to be inclusive, relevant and responsive to indigenous peoples, their perspectives, interests, and 

knowledge systems.

• We see education as the essential element in building a sustainable future for northerners, strengthening their 

ability to determine their own futures, and develop new knowledge that benefits both the North and the world.

• We recognize international mobility as an inherent part of education, and seek to build pathways between our 

countries and institutions that facilitate such exchanges.

• We see that cooperation in education and research can contribute significantly to all of the United Nations 

Sustainable Development goals, particularly because UArctic embodies the objective of the final goal: 

"partnerships for the goals."

• We call on our governments and partners to support the terms and implementation of the Paris climate accord in 

order to safeguard the future of the region and the world.

• We view gender equality in all aspects of academic, social and working life in the Arctic as essential.

• We see art, design, the creative economy, and tourism as important tools for supporting the interaction between 

indigenous peoples and other northerners, enhancing well-being, preserving cultural diversity, and fostering 

sustainable economies in the North.

• We ask our members to encourage more effective integration of indigenous and local knowledge by engaging 

northern communities as full partners in research and in the dissemination of findings.
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Thank you! 

www.uarctic.org

secretariat@uarctic.org
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