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TODAY’S WORLD

“Nearly half of Americans ages 18-24 read no books for pleasure.”

BUT WHAT ABOUT READING ?

-READING AT RISK: A SURVEY OF LITERARY READING IN 
AMERICA, NATIONAL ENDOWMENT OF THE ARTS, 2004

TERL Phonics



FEW TAKE THE TIME TO READ

START FINISH

“Teens and young adults spent only 7-10 mins/day on voluntary 
reading, about 60% less time than the average American.”

-DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

TERL Phonics

Over 60% of Students are Reading Below Level

2015 NATIONAL ASSESSMENT OF 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS (NAEP)
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FIVE CRITICAL READING COMPONENTS

PHONEMIC AWARENESS

PHONICS

COMPREHENSION

VOCABULARY

FLUENCY

NATIONAL READING PANEL

 RESEARCH SHOWS

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics are 
Critical to Reading Success

Adults who lack basic phonemic awareness 
do not get beyond a fourth-grade reading 
level, if they even reach that. (Read and Ruyter, 1985)

TERL Phonics

BUT WHAT ABOUT TEEN EMERGENT READERS?

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics 
Primarily Taught in Grades Pre-K to 3

Many Teens Who Struggle to Read 
Are Not Getting Phonics Instruction

TERL Phonics



AND WHEN THEY DO?

MATERIALS OFTEN NOT 
AGE-APPROPRIATE

PRIMARY ILLUSTRATIONS

BABYISH STORYLINES

TERL Phonics

LOREM IPSUM
Lorem ipsum dolor sit

www.sdlback.com

Type to enter text

FOR

BABY
BOOKS

TEENS



THE NEW DECODABLE TEXT FOR TEENS
TERL: PHONICS

WOW!

FEATURING FICTION TITLES
TERL: PHONICS

The Mix

Dex thinks. 
The mix is not good. 
Not yet. Can he fix it?

Zap! It hits him. 

Dubs. They will make
the tunes new.

8 9 6 7

I look for a safe spot.

I must not doze. 

So I think about the Gratts.

When they first came, the world 

was a mess.

It was hot and dry. 
War after war had led to this.

6 7

The Grim Game

TERL Phonics

(LEVEL ONE) (LEVEL THREE)

4 5

Just get up and go.
Jog. Run laps. 
Walk the dog.

This makes your heart work.
That is good for you.

4 5

1992. 
The boys find a new safe place. 

They eat.
Live in mud huts.
Go to school. 

10 11

AND NONFICTION TITLES
TERL: PHONICS

Fit Hope

TERL Phonics

(LEVEL ONE) (LEVEL THREE)



WITH AGE-RESPECTFUL IMAGES & CHARACTERS
TERL: PHONICS

WIDE VARIETY OF GENRES
TERL: PHONICS

Realistic Fiction
Action Adventure

Horror
Science Fiction
Sports

Fantasy

[ TERL]
PHONICS DECODE

[1]

Level Level One Level Two Level Three

Readability 0—0.5 0.4—0.8 0.7—0.9

Lexile Level BR—60L BR—90L BR—120L

Word Count 135—155 160—175 170—190

TRUE EMERGENT TEXT FOR TEENS

TERL Phonics



WHO SHOULD USE THIS PROGRAM

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
STRUGGLING TO READ?
STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DIFFERENCES

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

TERL Phonics

A SKILLS PROGRESSION THAT MAKES SENSE FOR TEENS 

Single consonants (initial 
and ending); short vowels 
(a, e, i, o, u); CVC words; 
plural -s and inflection -s

All of Level One skills 
PLUS soft and hard c and 
g; CVCC words ending in 
double consonants

All of Level One and Two Skills 
PLUS open syllable long vowels (CV 
pattern) in single-syllable words; long 
vowels in CVCe words; beginning 
consonant blends; y used as a vowel 
and pronounced long e or i

Level  One Level  Two Level  Three

TERL Phonics

Systematic Progression Starts with CVC Words

WHY THESE SKILLS IN THIS ORDER?

Older Students Have Been Exposed to Words 
and Sounds for a Number of Years

Allows Phonics Skills to be Looped Together

TERL Phonics



High-Interest Text 
that Incorporates 
All the Skills for  
a Level

PHONICS IN CONTEXT
LEVEL ONE TITLES

6 Fiction and 
2 Nonfiction 
Books Per Level

PHONICS SKILLS CHART FOR LEVEL ONE

BOOK
LESSON 
PAGE #

INITIAL SINGLE 
CONSONANTS

FINAL SINGLE 
CONSONANTS

SHORT VOWEL 

SOUNDS 

(a,e,i,o,u)

CONSONANT-VOWEL-

CONSONANT  

(CVC) WORDS

INFLECTIONAL 

ENDING -s: 

PLURAL -s

INFLECTIONAL 

ENDING -s: 
THIRD-PERSON 

SINGULAR -s

BOG MAN

FADS

HIP HOP

THE LAB

MAD

THE MIX

BATS

FIT

26

31

36

41

46

51

56

61

b and m

f

h

l

m

d and m

b

b, f, g, j, and r

g and n

d

p

b

d

x

t

g, n, and t

a and o

a

i and o

a

a and u

e and i

a

a, e, i, o and u

TERL Phonics

LOW-READABILITY FEATURES

SHORT, SIMPLE SENTENCES

MANAGEABLE AMOUNT OF TEXT 
PER PAGE

EACH SENTENCE ON ITS OWN LINE

Average length of 3.9-4.4 words

10-30 words per page

SHORT STORYLINES
135-190 words

DECODABLE WORDS PLUS HIGH-
FREQUENCY WORDS

Dolch Pre-K, K, 1, and 2 Word Lists



FOCUS ON COMPREHENSION
TERL: PHONICS

Engaging Photos on Each Page

Five Highlighted Special 
Vocabulary Words Per Book
Book Lesson Plan with Guided 
Reading Questions
Comprehension Activity
Book Quiz

Tats.
They are art on skin.

3

Did AI save the world? 

Are we happy? 

14 15

26 Decode [1] Teacher’s Guide
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Bog Man  

SYNOPSIS Set in a village long ago, this horror story involves a man whom townspeople 

believed was insane. They ran him out of town. They thought that was the end of him, but 

some think he became a monster in the bog.

PREPARING TO READ: Show students the cover of the book. Ask: 

What kind of story do you think this will be? What are the clues on the 
cover? What word would you use to describe the cover?

Have students turn to a partner and discuss what they think the story will be about and whether it is 
realistic. Then ask for volunteers to tell the group their ideas. 

PHONICS SKILL Point out that the words bog and man both follow a consonant-vowel-consonant pattern 
called CVC. Write the words on the board. Point to the b and make the /b/ sound. Ask students to 
repeat the sound after you. Do the same with the /g/ sound. Then tell students that the vowels in CVC 
words always have a short vowel sound. Make the short /o/ sound and have students repeat it. Practice 
blending the consonant and vowel sounds. Repeat the process with the word man.   

Also point out that the letter s is added to certain verbs, like hunt and live. This is done so that the verbs 
match the number of the subject (third-person singular). Write sentences to show when s is added and 
when it is not: I hunt, they hunt, he hunts. I live. They live. He lives.

VOCABULARY LESSON This book includes a few vocabulary words that are not decodable and are not 
sight words. Teach these words before students read the text. Write each word on the board. Pronounce 
the word and have students repeat it after you.   

blood a red fluid that flows inside the bodies of people and many animals
end the point at which something is no longer alive
hunt to chase and kill
night the dark period of time between one day and the next
smell to sense with your nose

Have students work with partners or small groups to come up with sentences using each of the 
vocabulary words. Ask students to share the sentences with the class.  

GUIDED READING QUESTIONS

PAGE 3 What do the following sentences mean? “He was mad. Or so they say.” (People said the man was 
insane. It may or may not have been true.)
PAGES 4 AND 5 What do some people think happened to the man? (He is alive, but he is a monster.)
PAGES 6 AND 7 What do people say the bog man eats? (cats, dogs, rats, and bad men) 
PAGES 8 AND 9 Why did the men run? (They thought the bog man was after them.)
PAGES 10 AND 11 What happened to the man who did not run? (The bog man killed and ate him.)
PAGES 12 AND 13 What suggests that the bog man will kill again? (He wants to eat legs and ribs.)
PAGES 14 AND 15 How do the men try to save themselves? (They run. They beg for their lives.) 
PAGE 16 Do you think the bog man is a monster? Why or why not? (Answers will vary.)

Bog Man

FPO
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Bog Man

Name   Date 

Add Consonants to Make Words
DIRECTIONS: Look at each picture. Add the letters b, d, g, h, m, n, and r to 
complete the words in the sentences.

1. A mo     went after  the     an.

He ra    .

2. Here he is in the     og.

Does he look for a     og to eat?

3. He eats men who     ob.

He wi l l      ab this man.

4. Men saw him in the fo    .

He had mu     a l l  over him.

5. The bog man     ot this man.

Men found     im in a pi t .

30 Decode [1] Teacher’s Guide
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Bog Man  

Name   Date 

Comprehension Quiz
DIRECTIONS: Read the question. Then fill in the circle next to the correct answer.

1. Why does the mob go after the man?

A. They want to see him jump.

B. They think he is mad.

C. They think he ate a dog.

D. They know who he is.

2. What does the bog man hunt for?

A. cats

B. dogs  

C. bad men

D. all of the above 

3. What does the bog man smell like?

A. rot 

B. the sun 

C. pigs

D. the mob

4. What do the men do when the bog man gets them?

A. They get away.

B. They beg.

C. They stop him. 

D. They hit him. 

DIRECTIONS: Answer the question below. Use complete sentences.

5. Why is the bog man not just a man?

LEXILE BR    RL 0.5    WORD COUNT 152    EXTREME HI-LO!

SAMPLE LEVEL ONE BOOK
HIP HOP

Hip hop is real.
We live it.

Gets us up.

Legs pop.

Hips dip.

Jump! 

Stomp!
Stop!

So fun.
12 13

LEXILE BR    RL 0.4    WORD COUNT 162    EXTREME HI-LO!

“Pass my bat!” 
I yell to Matt.

He does.

I do not miss. 
The bug falls off the sill. 
Did I kill it?

10 11

SAMPLE LEVEL TWO BOOK
BUZZ



12 13

Jill plays ball in a wheelchair.    
She can spin fast. 
She gets the ball in the net.

Cole and Vin are in 
wheelchairs too.
They like to race. 

12 13

SAMPLE LEVEL THREE BOOK
IN THE ZONE

LEXILE 20L    RL 0.7    WORD COUNT 177    EXTREME HI-LO!

TEACHER SUPPORT
LESSON, ACTIVITIES, AND QUIZ FOR EVERY BOOK

DECODE
T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E

DECODE [1]
 Level One

 Level Two

 Level Three
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Bog Man  

SYNOPSIS Set in a village long ago, this horror story involves a man whom townspeople 

believed was insane. They ran him out of town. They thought that was the end of him, but 

some think he became a monster in the bog.

PREPARING TO READ: Show students the cover of the book. Ask: 

What kind of story do you think this will be? What are the clues on the 
cover? What word would you use to describe the cover?

Have students turn to a partner and discuss what they think the story will be about and whether it is 
realistic. Then ask for volunteers to tell the group their ideas. 

PHONICS SKILL Point out that the words bog and man both follow a consonant-vowel-consonant pattern 
called CVC. Write the words on the board. Point to the b and make the /b/ sound. Ask students to 
repeat the sound after you. Do the same with the /g/ sound. Then tell students that the vowels in CVC 
words always have a short vowel sound. Make the short /o/ sound and have students repeat it. Practice 
blending the consonant and vowel sounds. Repeat the process with the word man.   

Also point out that the letter s is added to certain verbs, like hunt and live. This is done so that the verbs 
match the number of the subject (third-person singular). Write sentences to show when s is added and 
when it is not: I hunt, they hunt, he hunts. I live. They live. He lives.

VOCABULARY LESSON This book includes a few vocabulary words that are not decodable and are not 
sight words. Teach these words before students read the text. Write each word on the board. Pronounce 
the word and have students repeat it after you.   

blood a red fluid that flows inside the bodies of people and many animals
end the point at which something is no longer alive
hunt to chase and kill
night the dark period of time between one day and the next
smell to sense with your nose

Have students work with partners or small groups to come up with sentences using each of the 
vocabulary words. Ask students to share the sentences with the class.  

GUIDED READING QUESTIONS

PAGE 3 What do the following sentences mean? “He was mad. Or so they say.” (People said the man was 
insane. It may or may not have been true.)
PAGES 4 AND 5 What do some people think happened to the man? (He is alive, but he is a monster.)
PAGES 6 AND 7 What do people say the bog man eats? (cats, dogs, rats, and bad men) 
PAGES 8 AND 9 Why did the men run? (They thought the bog man was after them.)
PAGES 10 AND 11 What happened to the man who did not run? (The bog man killed and ate him.)
PAGES 12 AND 13 What suggests that the bog man will kill again? (He wants to eat legs and ribs.)
PAGES 14 AND 15 How do the men try to save themselves? (They run. They beg for their lives.) 
PAGE 16 Do you think the bog man is a monster? Why or why not? (Answers will vary.)

Bog Man

FPO
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Bog Man

Name   Date 

Add Consonants to Make Words
DIRECTIONS: Look at each picture. Add the letters b, d, g, h, m, n, and r to 
complete the words in the sentences.

1. A mo     went after  the     an.

He ra    .

2. Here he is in the     og.

Does he look for a     og to eat?

3. He eats men who     ob.

 He wi l l      ab this man.

4. Men saw him in the fo    .

 He had mu     a l l  over him.

5. The bog man     ot this man.

Men found     im in a pi t .
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Bog Man  

Name   Date 

Comprehension Quiz
DIRECTIONS: Read the question. Then fill in the circle next to the correct answer.

1. Why does the mob go after the man?

A. They want to see him jump.

B. They think he is mad.

C. They think he ate a dog.

D. They know who he is.

2. What does the bog man hunt for?

A. cats

B. dogs  

C. bad men

D. all of the above 

3. What does the bog man smell like?

A. rot 

B. the sun 

C. pigs

D. the mob

4. What do the men do when the bog man gets them?

A. They get away.

B. They beg.

C. They stop him. 

D. They hit him. 

DIRECTIONS: Answer the question below. Use complete sentences.

5. Why is the bog man not just a man?

TERL Phonics

TEACHER SUPPORT
BOOK LESSON PLAN

DECODE
T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E

DECODE [1]
 Level One

 Level Two

 Level Three
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Fads

SYNOPSIS A teenage girl, Meg, and her mom are going through a box. They find pictures of several 

fads from the 1980s when Meg’s parents were teens. Meg is surprised to see the kinds of clothing 

and hairstyles worn by her parents. 

PREPARING TO READ: Show students the cover of the book. Ask: 

What are fads? What do you think of them?

Have students turn to a partner and discuss examples of fads that were 
popular when they were younger but are not popular now. Then have 
them give some examples of current fads.

PHONICS SKILL Tell students that CVC words always contain a short vowel sound. Make the short 
/a/ sound. Point out that the word fad follows a consonant-vowel-consonant pattern (CVC). Write fad 
on the board. Point to the f and make the /f/ sound. Ask students to repeat the sound; do the same 
with d. Then go through each of the other vowels, showing what happens when an initial and terminal 
consonant are added. Model how to blend the consonant and vowel sounds. 

Now have students look at the word gobs. Explain that the s at the end of gobs makes the noun (gob) 
plural. Write pad on the board, and have a volunteer tell how to make pad plural.

VOCABULARY LESSON This book includes a few vocabulary words that are not decodable and are not 
sight words. Teach these words before students read the text. Write each word on the board. Pronounce 
the word and have students repeat it after you. 

day the 24-hour period from one midnight to the next midnight 
hair the thin, threadlike strands growing from the skin of people and animals
picture a drawing, painting, or photograph of something or someone
thing any object for which a name is not given
tune a song

Have students work with partners. Ask one partner to give a clue to a vocabulary word, and have the other 
partner guess the word. Have partners do this for each vocabulary word. Then have them switch roles.

GUIDED READING QUESTIONS

PAGE 3 What does Meg find? (a big box)
PAGES 4 AND 5 What does Meg think her mom is wearing in the picture? (a wig)
PAGES 6 AND 7 What does Meg’s mom say about her big hair? (It was a fad at the time.) 
PAGES 8 AND 9 What does Meg notice about the pictures? (They show people with big hair.)
PAGES 10 AND 11 What does Meg think about the box her mom had that played tunes? (It was 
too big. She likes the size of her pad better.)
PAGES 12 AND 13 Why does Meg’s mom say the top was a “bad fad”? (It had shoulder pads.) 
PAGES 14 AND 15 Why does Meg’s mom call the fads “funny”? (They seem silly and out of date.) 
PAGE 16 What current fad do you see on this page? (taking a selfie)

Fads

FPO
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Fads

Name   Date 

Vowel Sounds
DIRECTIONS: Circle the word in each group that does not have the same vowel 
sound as the other words.

fad  red bed  mid fog 
dip web gum wig box
Pam pig mud peg fig
map gem mug dim pod

DIRECTIONS: Write the missing vowel to make a word that matches each picture. 

1. t    p

2. l    g

3. p    p

4. b    x
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Fads

Name   Date 

Rhyming Words
DIRECTIONS: Change the first consonant to b, d, f, g, m, p, or w to make a word 
that rhymes with the word that is shown.

1. fad                      

2. peg                      

3. wig                      

4. box                      

5. mud                      

6. fax                      

7. bed                       

8. mix                       

9. pop                       

10. dug                      

DIRECTIONS: Circle the plural noun(s) in each sentence.

11. Our hats are pretty.  

12. My cats are black and white.   

13. Mom got new pots and pans.  

14. Please make the beds now.   

15. There are six bids on the old maps. 

16. The Mets have two wins and four hits. 

17. We put our caps on pegs by our beds.

TEACHER SUPPORT
REPRODUCIBLE PHONICS ACTIVITIES
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Fads

Name  Date 

Write a Story About Fads
DIRECTIONS: Write your own story about fads. Use some or all of the words from 
the story. Make more CVC words to use in your story by adding consonants to the 
vowels below.

a             a            a      o             o            o    

    e             e            e     u             u            u    

i             i            i    

DIRECTIONS: Make notes about what will happen in the beginning, middle, 
and end of your story. Then write your story in the large box at the bottom.

Beginning Middle End

DECODE
T E A C H E R ’ S  G U I D E

DECODE [1]
 Level One

 Level Two

 Level Three

 

 
    
    
     
     

 
    
    
     
    

 
     
    
    
      

 
 

 

 
 

         

TEACHER SUPPORT
REPRODUCIBLE COMPREHENSION ACTIVITY
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Genre: Fiction • Book: Fads

Name   Date 

Comprehension Quiz
DIRECTIONS: Read the question. Then fill in the circle next to the correct answer.

1. What makes Meg laugh when she opens the box?

A. a wig

B. the top with big pads

C. the box to play tunes

D. a picture of her mom with big hair

2. What does Meg think of the box that plays tunes?

A. It is rad.

B. It is too big.

C. It is little.

D. It looks like her pad.

3. What does Meg’s mom say was a “bad fad”?

A. big hair

B. the top with big pads

C. the box to play tunes

D. the gobs of red wax

4. What does Meg’s mom say as she puts things away?

A. “I want those days back.”

B. “Your dad was rad.”

C. “Funny old fads.”

D. “Do not open this box again.”

DIRECTIONS: Answer the question below. Use complete sentences.

5. What does Meg’s mom mean when she says, “Fads come and go”?

TEACHER SUPPORT
REPRODUCIBLE BOOK QUIZ

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

SHORT ANSWER



TEACHER SUPPORT
ASSESSMENT

IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS

SMALL GROUPS FOR PHONICS STUDY

SELF SELECT FROM CLASSROOM LIBRARY

TARGETED SKILLS INSTRUCTION

TERL Phonics

DIFFERENTIATION STRATEGIES

PHONEMIC AWARENESS

PHONICS/PHONETIC AWARENESS

COMPREHENSION

VOCABULARY

FLUENCY

TERL Phonics



12 13

Bats eat bugs.
Some eat figs.
Some sip from buds.

This bat laps up blood!
12 13

PHONICS STRATEGY — LETTER  HUNT
Skim Your Book Partner ShareLook for Words that Contain 

the Letter

COMPREHENSION STRATEGY — VISUALIZATION

Have students draw what is happening

Then have them write a 1–2 sentence 
caption

FOLD EVENLY

Provide 5x8 index cards to students

Have students fold cards into 3 parts
Read a book, and stop one-third of the 
way through

COMPREHENSION STRATEGY — VISUALIZATION

After sharing, have students turn their 
cards over
Have them write a summary of the book 
on the back of the card

TURN OVER

Repeat this at two-thirds of the way 
through the book
Repeat again at the end of the book
Have students exchange cards and 
discuss

Book Summary



ECHO 
READING

Then Luke trips. He falls.

“Luke!” Jane yells. 

“I am fine,” he says. “Just cut my skin.”

Jane helps him up. “You will have scabs.”

10 11

FLUENCY STRATEGY — ECHO READING

Read the Text on a Page Have the Student Repeat 
That Text

Encourage the Student to Mimic 
Your Expression and Phrasing

MORE LEVELS COMING SOON!
TERL: PHONICS

FALL 2016

GRADES: YA

LEXILES: 30L-180L

RL: 0.9-1.3

LEVELS FOUR, FIVE 
and SIX!

Level  Four Level  F ive Level  S ix

Level Four—All of Levels One–Three 
skills PLUS long vowels in CCVCe 
words where the first two consonants 
are a blend

Level Five—All of Levels One–Four 
skills PLUS final consonant blends, 
common long vowel pairs, and 
change y to i and add -es to make 
plural

Level Six—All of Levels One–Five skills 
PLUS beginning, medial, and final 
consonant digraphs, including ph and 
gh with /f/ sound; silent letters such 
as the k in kn; and plural endings -s 
and -es for base words ending in s, 
ss, ch, sh, x, or z

DEVELOP [2] SKILLS

TERL Phonics



THE NEW DECODABLE TEXT FOR TEENS
TERL: PHONICS

WOW!

GRADES: YA

LEXILES: BR-120L

RL: 0-0.9

Phonics-based 
Texts!

QUESTIONS &
COMMENTS

FOR MORE INFORMATION

JILL HANEY
AUTHOR AND CONSULTANT

JILL@SDLBACK.COM



SADDLEBACK EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING
RESOURCES FOR STRUGGLING LEARNERS

SADDLEBACK
EDUCATIONAL PUBLISHING

 contact@sdlback.com

888-SDL-BACK
www.sdlback.com

@sdlback

TERL: TEEN EMERGENT READER LIBRARIES
WE HAVE A SIGHT-WORDS BASED TERL TOO!

WHAT WE’RE EXCITED ABOUT

GRADES 6-12, ADULT, ELL     LEXILES 130L-170L     RL 1.3-1.8

LIFESKILLS IN ACTION Nonfiction/Fiction Flipbooks



FULL-COLOR 
GLOSSARY WORDS 
PRE-READING QUESTIONS

LIFESKILLS IN ACTION

INTERIORS

Some expenses change.

You might spend more or 

less on them.

Things like:

• clothes

• food

• gas

• fun

It is harder to fit these in 

a budget.
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MORE TO COME IN 2016

LIVING SKILLS 
JOB SKILLS 
COMMUNITY SKILLS

YESTERDAY’S VOICES

WHAT WE’RE EXCITED ABOUT

GRADES 5-12 
LEXILES 140-300L 
RL 2.0-3.0 
*HI-LO HISTORICAL FICTION

WHAT WE’RE EXCITED ABOUT

GRADES 4-6        LEXILES 10L-220L        RL 1-1.5

RED RHINO FICTION Hi-Lo Chapter Books for Kids



DIVERSE CHARACTERS 
MANY GENRES 
DOODLES INSIDE

RED RHINO FICTION

INTERIORS

M E E T  T H E C H A R A C T E R S

Age: 10

Most Crazy Lie: that his brother is from Mars

First Halloween Costume: Pinocchio

Favorite Ice Cream: raspberry ripple— 
 it looks like blood

Best Quality: wants to be a good person

Age: 103

Current Goal: to keep the rest of his tongue

Best Friend: the maggot that lives in 
 his pinky toe

Favorite Food: food, what’s that?

Best Quality: doesn’t need any sleep

WHAT WE’RE EXCITED ABOUT

GRADES 3-8     LEXILES <200     RL 1.0-1.9

RED RHINO NONFICTION STEM-heavy

1944.

World War II.

Up in the sky.

U.S. planes.

All are bombers.

They have a job.

To blow up an oil field.

It will hurt the enemy.

Slow down the war.

The planes are big.

And loud.

They are slow.

Easy targets.

Chapter 1

RED TAILS
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RED RHINO NF

FULL-COLOR 
20-WORD GLOSSARY 
PREREADING QUESTIONS

INTERIORSTime travel is tricky.
Some scientists study time.
They have found something interesting.
Time is not always the same.
It slows down as things move faster.
We don’t see that on Earth.
We can’t travel fast enough.

But a rocket in space might be fast enough.
Let’s say you are 15.
You leave Earth in a spaceship.
It moves almost as fast as light.
You travel for five years.
At least it was five years for you.

You return to Earth.  
You’re now 20 years old. 
You step off the rocket.
The world is different.
Fifty years have passed on Earth.
Your classmates are 65.
You were traveling near the speed of light.
So time moved more slowly for you.
It moved more quickly for your classmates.

Chapter 9

TIME TRAVEL
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Cannibal animals are not mean.

They eat each other.

But there are reasons.

To reduce numbers.

Stay healthy.

It’s all about surviving.

Living another day.

Or year.

Eating their own kind helps.

The strong can grow stronger.

Have more food to eat.

Find the best mate.

It makes sense in the wild.

Only the toughest survive.

STAYING ALIVE
Chapter 10

Xtreme Killers
Soul-Sucking Dementor 

This wasp stings.  
It turns cockroaches 

into zombies
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DIFFERENTIATED CLASSICS

WHAT WE’RE EXCITED ABOUT

GRADES 3-12     LEXILES 140L-250L     RL 1.0-2.0

ADAPTED AT 
TWO LOW LEVELS!

RL: 1.0 to 2.0     LEXILE: 250L RL: 3.1 to 5.2     LEXILE: 500L




