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Community Eligibility Provision 



Community Eligibility 
Provision 

 What is it? 
 How can it work for my District? 
 How does it benefit other 

educational programs? 
 What is the financial impact on 

the Child Nutrition Program and 
at the local level    



What is 
CEP? 



 
Community Eligibility Provision 
Background 

 
• Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010  

 
• Provides an alternative to household 

applications for free and reduced price meals  
 
• Offers all students free meals in high poverty 

Local Education Agency areas 
 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• To improve access to free school meals in 
eligible high poverty LEAs and schools  

 
• To eliminate administrative burden of 

collecting household applications  
 

Intent 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) requires a minimum of 40 
percent identified students in schools  

• single campus 
• a group of campuses  
• or entire contracting entity  
• as of April 1 of the prior year of implementation 

 

Am I Eligible for CEP? 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• CEs or school electing CEP must offer lunch and 
breakfasts at no charge to all enrolled students 
for a cycle of up to 4 years. 

 
• Only count & report total reimbursable lunches 

and  breakfasts served to students daily. 
 
• Do not collect household applications 
 

How does it Work? Participation 
Requirements 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• March 20th – CEP Report in TXUNPS 
 
• May 1st – TDA publishes list of eligible CEs and schools 

on Squaremeals. 
 
• June 30th – CEs must have completed their application to 

participate in the TX-UNPS 

 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Report the identified student and enrollment numbers, by 
site, to TDA by April 1st. 
 

• Analyze the data and business options to decide what 
would be best for business and best for the CN program. 
 

• Fill out the application in TX-UNPS. 
 
• Follow the regulations 
 

Decision Time 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• The CEP claiming percentage is the amount that can 
be claimed at the federal free rate.  
 

• It is determined by multiplying the identified student 
percentage (ISP) by a multiplier factor established by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (currently 1.6).  
 
 

• Ex: ISP 62.5%  X 1.6 USDA Factor = 100% Free Rate 
 

Financial Responsibility 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Current and Expected Reimbursements 
 

• ADP X Free, Reduced, Paid = Total Amount of 
Reimbursement 
 

• ADP X ISP Free, Paid = Total amount of Reimursement 
 
• Compare the two amounts to create a baseline financial 

impact 
 

Evaluation 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• The State agency would be required to confirm the 
LEAs eligibility to participate in CEP  
 

• USDA requires the State agency to review 
documentation submitted by the LEA to ensure that :  
 

• Requirements are met 
• Statistical Analysis Worksheet (SAW) is 

completed 
 

Approval Process 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Prevents incorrect claims for 
reimbursement  
 

• Will prevent over payments to CE 
 

• Prevent CE from having to pay back over 
claims due to erroneous percentage  

 

SAW 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• LEAs must notify TDA no later than June 30th of the 
school year prior to the first year of electing CEP  

 
• A new identified student percentage may be 

established each year of the four year cycle for use in 
the following year  

• There is an escape clause 
 

• If an LEA elects to stop CEP, then standard meal 
counting and claiming is restored  

 

General Procedures 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Plan for issues surrounding the absence of 
eligibility data 
 

• Identify those internal departments that 
would need this data for other purposes  

 
• Consider the participation by individual 

schools, groups of schools or the entire LEA  
 

Considerations 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Identified Students 
 
• Enrolled Students 
 

Definitions 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• TDA in cooperation with HHSC and the TEA 
  
• provides an automated list of students whose households 

qualify for (SNAP), (TANF), Medicaid Free, Medicaid 
Reduced. 
 

• Updated data is available at the beginning of the month - 
usually the 5th day of the month. 
 

• TEXAS ELMS formerly  knows as DC 

Eligibility, List, and Match  



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Other Categories include: 
 

• Designated state or federally funded pre-kindergarten 
programs  

• Early Head Start  
• Even Start and  
• Head Start 
• Homeless 
• including runaways and individuals displaced by 

declared disasters 
 

Eligibility, List, and Match  



Community Eligibility Provision 

There are 2 eligibility types for CEP 
Identified Students 
1. Directly Certified SNAP student 
2. Directly Certified Students for the 

following programs: 



CEP, cont 

TANF 
FDPIR 
Medicaid Free (Medicaid reduced cannot be 
included) 
DCE (directly certified by extension) 
Early literacy programs; 
 head start, early head start, even start, 
 state funded pre kindergarten program 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

Identified Student % =  
   
# of Identified students  
Total # of enrolled students with  
access to NSLP/SBP  
 
 
 
Example: 
 

{500 Identified Students / 1,000 Total # enrolled }*100 = 50%  -  
this is the identified student percentage 

 

X 100 

 Identified Student Percentage  



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Identified student percentage multiplied by a factor of 
1.6 equals the % of total meals served reimbursed at 
the Federal free rate  
 

• The remaining % of total meals is reimbursed at the 
Federal paid rate  
 

• Any meal costs in excess of the total Federal 
reimbursement must be covered through non-Federal 
sources  

 

 Claiming Percentages  



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Analysis showed that on average for every 10 
identified students there were 6 more students 
certified based on an income application. 
 

• Once the CE begins a four year CEP cycle, the 
multiplier stays in effect for the cycle. 
 

• This is based on the average and USDA sets the 
limit 

 

 Where did the 1.6 come from?  



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

Quiz: 
What identified student percent equates to 
100% of the enrollment being eligible to 
claim meals at the free reimbursement 
rate? 

62.5% 
(62.5 * 1.6) = 100% 

 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

Updating the Claiming Percentages  
A new identified student percentage may be 

established each year  
• During the 2nd, 3rd and 4th years, the CE/school may 

select the higher of the identified student percentage 
from the original year’s data, or 

 
• They can establish a new percent using the most 

recent April 1 data.   
 

Updating the Claiming Percentages  



Community Eligibility Provision 
 

• Increases access to school meals for children in high 
poverty areas . 

• Increases overall program participation. 
• Eliminates administrative burden of collecting 

household applications. 
• Reduces chance of overt identification. 
• Eliminates the administrative burden of verification.  
• Requires no base year data collection like other 

provisions do. 

 

 Benefits of CEP   



Community Eligibility Provision 

• Title I 
 

• State Compensatory Education  
 
• E Rate 

 
• Guidance is posted on TDA Website at 

www.squaremeals.org 
 

 Other Programs  



CEP- Benefit 
to other 

Programs 



 
Community Eligibility Provision 

Benefit to Other 
Educational 
Programs 
 



Considerations 

Title 1  

State Compensatory  

E-Rate 



South Texas CEP 



South Texas – PEIMS Collection 



Community Eligibility Provision 
State Comp Ed  



E Rate Calculation 

• Your school can receive an E-rate discount of 20 to 90 percent 
depending on its location (in an urban or rural area) and the 
economic needs of your students. The level of economic needs is 
determined by the percentage of students eligible for the National 
School Lunch Program (NSLP).  

• This information (location and economic needs) can be used to 
determine the school’s discount by using the E-rate Discount 
Matrix(PDF).  

• To calculate your school’s E-rate discount, you must determine the 
percentage of students by school who are eligible for the NSLP. 
Eligibility criteria is based on whether or not a student's family falls 
within the income eligibility guidelines of NSLP. Eligibility is not 
based on a student's participation in NSLP. 

 

http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147502201
http://tea.texas.gov/WorkArea/linkit.aspx?LinkIdentifier=id&ItemID=2147502201
http://www.usac.org/_res/documents/sl/pdf/samples/Discount-Matrix.pdf
http://www.usac.org/_res/documents/sl/pdf/samples/Discount-Matrix.pdf


Community Eligibility Provision 
 E-Rate 



Community Eligibility Provision 
 House Bill 22  



Financial 
Impact to 

CNP 



Community Eligibility Provision 
CEP - Example 

Free Percentage    87% 
Reduced                   4% 
Paid                      9% 

 

♦ Free Rate   $3.23 
♦ Reduced Rate $2.83 
♦ Paid Rate  $0.33 

Out of 100 meals:  87 will be reimbursed at  $3.23 =$281.01 
   4 will be reimbursed at  $2.83 =$11.32 
   9 will be reimbursed at  $.33 =$2.97 
   Total     =$295.30 



Example: CEP Proposed 

Enrollment of 45,269 
YTD Direct Certified 27,839  =61.5x 1.6 =98.40% 
 
Free Percentage 98.4% 
Paid Percentage 1.6% 
  100 meals:  98 will be reimb at $3.23 = $316.54 

      2 will be reimb at     .33 = $    0.66 
     Total      =$317.20 



CEP Example 

Traditional    87% Free  $295.30 
CEP    98.4% Free $312.30 
 
A 7% increase using the 100 meal example 
 



CEP Case 
Study #1  



McAllen ISD 
Provision 2 to CEP 

2018-2019 
Enrollment   22,560 
# of Schools 33 



CNP – Free/Reduced 
Percentage 
 

1997-1998 Base Year to 2012-2013 
 
2013-2014 Base year for CEP 
 

65% 



CNP – Free/Reduced 
Percentage 

2019-2020 – District will renew  

2018-2019   Year 1 of Renewal 

2014-2015 to 2017-2018    1st 4 year Cycle 82.10% 

82.45% 

87% 



State Compensatory 

Financial Impact 

Enrollment Report 

5 year overview 



2012-2013 SCE Enrollment Report 



2012-2013 SCE Enrollment Report 



2013-2014 SCE Enrollment Report 



2013-2014 SCE Enrollment Report 



2014-2015 SCE Enrollment Report 



2014-2015 SCE Enrollment  



2015-2016 SCE Enrollment 



2015-2016 SCE Enrollment 



2016-2017 SCE Enrollment Report 



2016-2017 SCE Enrollment Report 



2017-2018 SCE Enrollment Report 



2017-2018 SCE Enrollment Report 



2018-2019 SCE Enrollment Report 



2018-2019 SCE Enrollment Report 



McAllen ISD NSLP Reimbursements 

2012–2013 

$10,351,051.27  
 

P2 

2013–2014 

$11,551,576.39  
 

P2 

2014–2015 

$13,805,898.25  
 

CEP 

2015–2016 

$13,827,562.35  
 

CEP 

2016–2017 

$13,512,312.89  
 

CEP 

2017–2018 

$14,271,009.72  
 

CEP 



McAllen State Compensatory 

2012–2013 

$18,467,504 
 

P2 

2013–2014 

$18,349,038 
 

P2 

2014–2015 

$20,020,466 
 

CEP 

2015–2016 

$23,499,156 
 

CEP 

2016–2017 

$22,930,364 
 

CEP 

2017–2018 

$22,594,556 
 

CEP 



McAllen SCE (Proxy) SB3 

Census Block 
Group 1  

Weight = 0.225 
 

1285 

Census 
Block Group 

2 

Weight 0.2375 
 

3001 

Census 
Block Group 

3 

Weight 0.25 
 

4937 

Census 
Block Group 

4  

Weight .2625 
 

2538 

Census 
Block Group 

5 

Weight 0.275 
 

4525 
 

Estimated 
SCE 

Allotment 

Basic Allotment 
$6,160 

 
Total 

$25,543,749 



CEP Case 
Study #2  



La Joya ISD  
Provision 2 to CEP 

Enrollment   28,190 
# of Schools 37 



CNP – Free/Reduced 
Percentage 
 

1994-1995 Base Year to 2018-2019 
2018-2019 Data year for CEP 
 
 100% 

87.87% 

2019-2020 CEP year 1 
 
 



State Compensatory 

Financial Impact & CEP Scenario 

Enrollment Report 

2 year overview 



2016-2017 SCE Enrollment Report 



2016-2017 SCE Enrollment Report 



2017-2018 SCE Enrollment Report 



2017-2018 SCE Enrollment Report 



CEP Claims Calculation Sample 



CEP Claims Calculation Sample 



La Joya State Compensatory 

2015–2016 

$32,394,875 

2016–2017 

$32,445,756 

2017–2018 

$32,196,234 

Subsequent Years  

1319  
Enrollment Increase 



La Joya ISD SCE (Proxy) SB3 

Census Block 
Group 1  

Weight = 0.225 
 

0 

Census 
Block Group 

2 

Weight 0.2375 
 

0 

Census 
Block Group 

3 

Weight 0.25 
 

10503 

Census 
Block Group 

4  

Weight .2625 
 

8495 

Census 
Block Group 

5 

Weight 0.275 
 

7003 
 

Estimated 
SCE 

Allotment 

Basic Allotment 
$6,160 

 
Total 

$41,774,117 



La Joya ISD NSLP Reimbursements 

2015–2016 

$19,378,222.44  
 

P2 

2016–2017 

$18,810,232.67  
 

P2 

2017–2018 

$18,489,944.86  
 

P2 
 
 

2019-2020 Scenario 

$20,689,944.00 
 

CEP 



Questions or 
Comments 



Carmen Ocanas-
Lerma  

Food & Nutrition 
Program Director 

(956)984-6124 
colerma@esc1.net 

Kim L. Keller 
Food & Nutrition 

Program Specialist 
(956) 984-6121 

klkeller@esc1.net 

Iris S. Perez 
Food & 

Nutrition 
Program 
Specialist 

(956) 984-6102 
iperez@esc1.net 

Region One ESC 
Staff 



This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, 
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from 
discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any 
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals 
who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 
Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online 
at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide 
in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: 
1. Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 

2. Fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
3. E-Mail: program.intake@usda.gov. 
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