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WTO Trade Facilitation 



Importance of Private Sector Engagement in  

TFA implementation 

 

 Trade statistics 

 

 Data analytics and the TFA measures 

 

 Sources of data 

 

 Tracking notifications 
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TRADE STATISTICS 

 

 

 



 



Problems faced 
by traders: 

5 

9 billion documents are 
necessary each year to process 
movement of goods 

 

Documentation requirements 
often lack transparency, are 
vastly duplicative, and differ 
widely between countries   
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 20-30 different parties; 
 At least 40 documents; 
 200 data elements (15% 

repeated at least 30 times); 
 re-keying of 60-70 percent of all 

data at least once 
 

Average Trade Transaction 



Problems faced by traders: 
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 Companies sometimes spend more money 
complying with customs regulations than the 
amount earned in revenue by Customs 

in some countries time 
lost at borders 
accounts for 20 % of 
overall transport time 
(UNCTAD) 
 



Donor Support Donor Members agree to facilitate 
assistance & support for capacity 
building on mutually agreed terms either 
bilaterally or through international 
organizations.  
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Estimated benefits 

1% decrease in global trade costs 
would yield an increased global 
income of USD 40 billion at a 
minimum. 
OECD Trade Policy Working Paper, No. 118, 2011 

Reduction of total trade costs of 

14.5% for low income,  

15% for lower-middle income, and 

13.2% for upper-middle income 

countries 
OECD Trade Policy Working Paper, No. 144, 2013 

Up to two-thirds of the total 

gains to be obtained by 

developing countries. 
OECD TD/TC/WP(2003)31/FINAL 
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SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT 

 

Each developing and least-developed county can 
say when it will implement each measure  

 

Category A: implemented by time Agreement enters 
into force 

 

Category B: Entry into force  +  (X) time 

    (indicative dates of implementation) 

 

Category C: need extra time & TACB 

 

 



DATA ANALYTICS AND THE 

TFA MEASURES 

 

 

 



Data analytics and TFA measures 

• Risk management & post-clearance audit 

• Authorized operators 

• Transit 

 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON 
TRADE FACILITATION 

 
 

Each Member shall establish a national 
trade facilitation committee to facilitate 
domestic coordination and 
implementation of the provisions of the 
TFA.  
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SOURCES OF STATISTICS AND 

TRACKING RATIFICATIONS & 

NOTIFICATIONS 

 

 

 



www.TFAFacility.org 
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www.tfadatabase.org 
 

http://www.tfadatabase.org/


TFA ratification status 
The Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)  entered into force on 22 February 2017 when the WTO obtained the 
two-thirds acceptance from its 164 Members. 



119 Instruments of acceptance received  

19 

Albania 

Afghanistan 

Armenia 

Australia 

Austria 

Bahrain, Kingdom of 

Bangladesh 

Belgium 

Belize 

Botswana 

Brazil 

Brunei Darussalam 

Bulgaria 

Cambodia 

Canada 

Chad 

Chile 

China 
Cote d'Ivoire 

Costa Rica 
Croatia 

Cyprus 
Czech Republic 

Denmark 
Dominica 

Dominican Republic 
El Salvador 

Estonia 
Finland 

Fiji 
France 

Gabon 
Georgia 

Germany 
Ghana 

Greece 

Grenada 

 

Guatemala 

Guyana 

Honduras 

Hong Kong, China 

Hungary 

Iceland 

India 

Ireland 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Japan 

Jordan 

Kazakhstan 

Kenya 

Korea, Republic of 

Kyrgyz Republic 

Lao PDR 

Latvia 
Lesotho 

Liechtenstein 
Lithuania 

Luxembourg 
Macao, China 

Macedonia, former Yugoslav 
Republic of 

Madagascar 
Malaysia 

Mali 
Malta 

Mauritius 
Mexico 

Moldova, Republic of 
Mongolia 

Montenegro 
Mozambique 

Myanmar 

 

 

Nepal 

Netherlands, The 

New Zealand 

Nicaragua 

Niger 

Nigeria 

Norway 

Oman 

Pakistan 

Panama 

Paraguay 

Peru 

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal 

Qatar 

Romania 

Russian Federation 
Rwanda 

Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Saint Lucia 

Saint Vincent & the Grenadines 
Samoa 

Saudi Arabia, Kingdom of 
Senegal 

Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 

Singapore 
Slovak Republic 

Slovenia 
Spain 

Sri Lanka 
Swaziland 

Sweden 
Switzerland 

Taipei, Chinese 

 

 

 

Thailand 

Togo 

Trinidad and Tobago 

Turkey 

Ukraine 

United Arab Emirates 

United Kingdom 

United States of America 

Uruguay 

Viet Nam 

Zambia 



TFA ratification timeline 
The Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA)  entered into force on 22 February 2017 when the WTO obtained the 
two-thirds acceptance from its 164 Members. 



ABC notifications 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notification-requirements 
 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notification-requirements
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TFA notification status 
Developing and LDC Members  must notify when they will implement each trade facilitation measure using A, 
B and C categories.   

How many WTO Members have designated  
Cat. A, B and/or C commitments? 



18 Category B & C to date: 

1. Zambia (LDC) 

2. Georgia 

3. Solomon Islands (LDC) 

4. Mauritius 

5. Malawi (LDC) 

6. Chad (LDC) 

7. Fiji 

8. India (nothing in C) 

9. Albania 

10. Argentina (nothing in C) 

11. Brazil (nothing in C) 
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12. Mozambique (LDC) 

13. Tonga 

14. Uruguay (nothing in C) 

15. Thailand (nothing in C) 

16. Montenegro 

17. China (nothing in C) 

18. Nigeria 

 

 

 

 

 



Share of Cat. A, B and C 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notifications/by-measure 
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Share of Cat. A, B and C by grouping 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notifications/groupings-by-measure 
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Share of Cat. A, B and C by region 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notifications/regional-breakdown 
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Most notified measures in Cat. A 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notifications/most-notified-and-least-notified 
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Most Notified in Category A 

Global Caribbean Latin 
America 

Art.  4 Appeals X 

Art. 5.2 Detention X X 

Art.  9 Movement of goods X X 

Art 10.3 
 

Use International Standards X 

Art.  10.5 
 

Preshipment Inspection X X X 

Art. 10.6 
 

Use of Customs Brokers X X X 

Art. 10.9 
 

Temporary Admission of Goods X X 

Art. 11 
 

Transit X 
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Least notified measures in Cat. A 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notifications/most-notified-and-least-notified 
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Least Notified in Category A 

Global Caribbean Latin 
America 

Art. 1.1 Publication X 

Art. 1.4 Notification X 

Art.  3 Advance Rulings X X 

Art.  5.1 Notifications for Enhanced Controls or 
Inspections 

X 

Art. 5.3 Test procedures X X 

Art. 7.4 Risk Management X 

Art. 7.6 Average Release times X 

Art. 7.7 Authorized operators  X 
 

X X 

Art. 8 Border Agency Cooperation X 

Art. 10.4 Single Window X X 
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Notifications by Member 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notifications/list 
 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/notifications/list


Member profiles - Zambia 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members 
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Member profiles – Zambia – Art. 11 



Member profiles – Georgia 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members 
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Georgia – Art. 11 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members 
 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members


Georgia – Art. 7.7 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members 
 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members


Georgia – Art. 7.7 - TACB 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members 
 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members


Additional notifications 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members 
 

https://www.tfadatabase.org/members


MERCI! 
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Category ABC Notifications 
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Monitoring Implementation 

• WTO 
Trade Facilitation Committee 
Trade Policy Review (TPR) 
Members’  notifications 

• World Bank 
Doing business  
Logistic Performance Index (LPI)  

• Global Express Association  
 Customs Capabilities Database 

• OECD 
Indicators 
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Estimated benefits 

1% decrease in global trade costs 
would yield an increased global 
income of USD 40 billion at a 
minimum. 
OECD Trade Policy Working Paper, No. 118, 2011 

Reduction of total trade costs of 

14.5% for low income,  

15% for lower-middle income, and 

13.2% for upper-middle income 

countries 
OECD Trade Policy Working Paper, No. 144, 2013 

Up to two-thirds of the total 

gains to be obtained by 

developing countries. 
OECD TD/TC/WP(2003)31/FINAL 


