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A. What they are ? 

B. How they are built ? 

C. What they can do ?  

i. The impact assessment function 

ii. The monitoring function 

D. Another way to engage with them 

 

TFIs : a tool for impact assessment, 
monitoring and benchmarking 
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An evaluation tool to measure the impact of TF 
measures on trade flows, trade costs, productive 
factors and welfare  

used in the WTO’s World Trade Report 

A monitoring and benchmarking tool 
providing  

an overview of country performance, strengths and 
weaknesses  

a basis for prioritising  trade facilitation actions by 
governments 

a support for mobilising technical assistance by donors 
in a targeted way 

A. What are the TFIs ? 



4 

Trade and Agriculture Directorate | Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) | www.oecd.org/tad | tad.contact@oecd.org  

 

11 indicators, corresponding closely to Section I of the 
TFA Facilitation Agreement, so as to ensure relevance for 
negotiators, implementing authorities and donors 

Conceptualised and tested between 2010 and 2013, 
further fine-tuned between 2014 and 2016 

Biennial data collection based on publicly available 
sources, factual information from the private sector and 
government inputs … 

… fact-checked by each concerned country via their WTO 
and WCO Delegations 

 

 

B. How are the TFIs built and updated 
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C.ii. TFIS as an evaluation tool 

TFIs 

Trade 
costs 

 

GVCs 

Time to 
trade 

Economy-
wide effects 

 importance of various 

measures relative to 

each other by income 

or geographical group 

of countries 

 

 

 

Trade  
and 

Production 

Incomes 

GDP  
and  

welfare 

 calculations on the 

basis of distinct 

scenarios 
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Impacts on trade costs 

trade costs: include all factors that drive a wedge between the producer price in 

an exporting country and the consumer price in an importing country 

Trade 
costs 

• Freight costs 

• Transit costs Transportation costs 

• Tariffs 

• Administrative procedures at the border 

• Non-tariff measures such as: price control 
measures, quantity restrictions, SPS, TBT etc. 

• Language 

• Currency fluctuations 

• Information costs 

• Contract enforcement and business environment 
 

At and behind-the-
border-related costs 

Retail and wholesale 
distribution costs 

TFIs 
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Potential Trade Cost Reductions from the TFA 
Implementation by Income Group 

Opportunity  

cost 
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Potential Trade Costs Reductions for 
the “Top” Sets of Measures 
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Impact on trade costs  
potential reductions by regions 
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TF contribution to the operation of 
supply chains 

Effects of specific trade facilitation measures on the 
supply and demand-side of the value chain activity 

supply side (forward linkages): interconnection of a 
particular sector with those ‘downstream’ sectors to which it 
sells its output  

demand side (backward linkages): interconnection of a 
particular sector with those ‘upstream’ sectors from which it 
purchases inputs 
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TF contribution to the operation of 
supply chains 
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Economy-wide effects 

Testing the impacts of TFIs in an economy-wide setting: captures 
how different sectors inside an economy are linked, how multiple 
economies are connected to each other, and how resources are 
allocated across all economic activities 

Short-term and long-term perspective 

 trade facilitation as an efficiency trigger through faster 
clearance times 

 long-term impacts on resources allocation and production 
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Economy-wide effects: Trade 

Trade effects by commodity (% changes by end use categories, short term) 
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Economy-wide effects: Production 

Production effects by geographical region and sector (% change to base, long term) 
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Economy-wide effects: Wages 

Labour income evolution in the long run 
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 Comparisons by income group 

 Comparisons by geographical group 

 Comparisons among regional grouping members  

 Exploring the state of play by TF measure  

 Performance evolution over time 

 Monitoring of TFA provisions’ implementation 

 

 

C.ii. The monitoring function of the TFIs 



17 

Trade and Agriculture Directorate | Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) | www.oecd.org/tad | tad.contact@oecd.org  

 

TFIs 2017: income groupings 
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TFIs 2017: regional groupings 
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Income groups, comparing 2015 and 2017 



Another way to engage with them 

 The “Compare your Country” TFI web-tool 

 performs comparisons with  

 your own country’s past performance 

 your neighbours or trading partners 

 country groups of interest (geographical, income, or 
economic partnership groups) 

  allows worldwide comparisons by measure (forthcoming) 

 The TFI Policy Simulator 

 highlights the key measures driving the performance of a 
selected country in a specific indicator  

 simulates and tests the effects of potential policy reforms 

OECD Trade and Agriculture Directorate 20 
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Compare your Country 
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Compare your Country 
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TFI Policy Simulator  

Click here to view the table once you have 

selected  a group and a country 
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TFI Policy Simulator  

Click on each of the 11 policy areas to see 

the detailed list of measures 
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TFI Policy Simulator  

Click on each measure to see the 

description 
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Access all of the 

information from the 

Trade & Agriculture 

Directorate at: 

 

www.oecd.org/tad 

You can reach us via  

e-mail by sending your 

message to the following 

address: 

 

tad.contact@oecd.org 

We invite you to connect 

with us on Twitter by 

following: 

 

 

@OECDtrade 

@OECDagriculture 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Contact us 

Forthcoming September 2017 
 
 


