
SUNDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 
4.00pm–
6.00pm

Registration Open: National Convention Centre Foyer, Canberra 

MONDAY 26 SEPTEMBER
7.00am Registration
8.00am–
10.00am

HIV/AIDS Conference Opening Ceremony 
Royal Theatre 
Chairs: Greg Dore and Tuck Meng Soo

8.10am–
8.15am

Welcome to Country
Matilda House

8.15am–
8.20am

Welcome by ASHM President
Professor Greg Dore, The Kirby Institute, Sydney, NSW, Australia

8.20am–
8.25am

Welcome by Government Representative
Speaker TBC

8.25am–
8.30am

Welcome by AFAO
Dr Graham Brown, AFAO President, VIC, Australia

8.30am–
8.35am

Welcome by NAPWA
Robert Mitchell, NAPWA President, Sydney, NSW, Australia

8.35am–
8.40am

Welcome by Conference Convenor
Dr Tuck Meng Soo, Practice Principal, Interchange General Practice, Canberra

8.40am–
9.10am

Silence speaks volumes: HIV/AIDS and politics in highlands Papua, Indonesia
Dr Leslie Butt, Associate Professor, Department of Pacific & Asian Studies, University of Victoria, Canada

9.10am–
9.35am

HIV prevention for people living with HIV: Why dignity and health must come first
Edwin J Bernard, Writer, Editor, Policy Consultant (GNP+, NAM, NAT, UNAIDS), UK

9.35am–
10.00am

“Mino-Bimaadiziwin” and the Way of the Good Life in Research: Reflecting on Using Indigenous Approaches to HIV Research
Randy Jackson, Scholar in Residence, Canadian Aboriginal AIDS Network (CAAN), Ontario, Canada

10.00am–
10.30am

Morning Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall

10.30am–
12.00pm
 

ARV Guidelines Symposium 10.30am–
12.00pm
 

Theme D Symposium:  
Role of Culture

10.30am–
12.00pm
 

Theme C Proffered Paper   
Session: Let Prevention Flowers Bloom

10.30am–
12.00pm
 

Theme A Proffered Paper  
Session: Immunology

10.30am–
12.00pm

Satellite Session:  United Nation’s 
declaration on AIDS 2011 – Involve- 
ment of Australia and Implications for 
the national HIV response

Royal Theatre
Chairs: Jeffrey Post and Mark Kelly

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Heather Worth

Menzies Theatre
Chairs: Gary Boddy and Mark Stoove

Nicholls Theatre
Chairs: Stuart Turville and  
Charani Ranasinghe

Sutherland Theatre
Chairs: Mr Robert Mitchell 

10.30am-
11.00am

Indications for switching ART in 2011
Dr Dan Kuritzkes, Director of AIDS 
Research, Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, Professor of Medicine, 
Harvard Medical School, USA

10.30am-
10.50am

Can You Keep a Secret? Culture, 
Confidentiality, and HIV/AIDS in 
Papua, Indonesia 
Dr Leslie Butt, Associate Professor, 
Department of Pacific and Asian Studies, 
University of Victoria, Canada

10.30am-
10.45am

Monitoring HIV transmission using 
the BED assay
Ms Ann McDonald

10.30am-
10.45am

The PI3K signaling pathway is critical 
for HIV integration in latently infected 
resting CD4+T-cells
Dr Suha Saleh

10.30am-
10.50am

Significance of the UN Declaration to 
the global   
and domestic HIV response
Mr Bill Whittaker, Pacific Friends of the 
Global Fund & NAPWA Special 
representative, NSW, Australia

10.45am-
11.00am

Underlying perspectives of risk and 
HIV and engagement with HIV social 
marketing among gay men in the 
PASH study
Dr Graham Brown

10.45am-
11.00am

SIV infects follicular helper T cells in 
lymph nodes during pathogenic 
infection of pigtail macaques
Dr John Zaunders



11.00am–
11.30am

Timing of antiretroviral therapy 
initiation in the setting of 
opportunistic infections
Dr Julian Elliott, The Alfred Hospital, 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia

10.50am–
11.05am

Revisiting the notion of safe sex 
culture’ 25 years on
Professor Gary Dowsett, Professor & 
Deputy Director, Australian Research 
Centre in Sex, Health & Society, 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia

11.00am–
11.15am

Increasing proportions of newly 
acquired HIV infections in Victoria
Ms Anita Feigin

11.00am–
11.15am

Eradication of HIV: Estimating the 
lifespan of latently infected cells using 
‘escape clock’ 
Dr Janka Petravic

10.50am-
11.10am

Important actions for Australia
Professor Michael Kidd, Flinders 
University, Adelaide, SA, Australia                                             

11.05am-
11.20am

“In our culture” Talk about the Tongan 
Way and reflections on our own
Karen McMillan International HIV 
Research Group, School of Public Health 
and Community Medicine, University of 
New South Wales, NSW, Australia

11.15am-
11.30am

Is optimism enough?
Associate Professor  
Garrett Prestage

11.15am-
11.30am

The effect of IL-7 on HIV infection on 
naïve CD4+ T-cell subsets
Ms Gabriela Khoury

11.10am- 
11.30am

How AusAID will address the targets 
and outcomes of the UN Declaration
Speaker TBC, AusAID

11.30am-
12.00pm

ART and renal disease
Dr Michelle Giles, The Alfred Hospital, 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia
Panel: Dr Dan Kuritzkes, Professor 
Jenny Hoy and Dr Gail Matthews

11.20am-
11.35am

Cultural Respect and Communication 
Guide
Robert Monaghan, NSW Aboriginal 
Sexual Health Coordinator, NSW, Australia

11.30am-
11.45am

HIV Stigma in Australia: Qualitative 
results from a study of the effects of 
stigma on gay men living with HIV
Dr Sean Slavin

11.30am-
11.45am

Post integration events in an in vitro 
model of chemokine induced HIV 
latency
Dr Suha Saleh

11.30am-
12.00pm

Discussion

11.35am-
12.00pm

Discussion 11.45am-
12.00pm

Discussion 11.45am-
12.00pm

Discussion

12.00pm–
1.00pm

Lunch in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall

12.45pm–
1.45pm

Masterclasses, Satellite Sessions, Oral Posters, Poster Viewing and Auxiliary Meetings Time
Workshop: Basic HIV Science for basically anyone
Facilitators: Damian Purcell and Patricia Price 
Menzies Theatre
Averting a crisis in Aboriginal health: HIV where we are at, where have we got to get to?
Faciltator: James Ward 
Nicholls Theatre

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Theme B Proffered Paper Session:  
Co-morbidities  and HIV

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Theme C Proffered Paper Session: Sex 
and Risk

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Theme D Proffered Paper Session: HIV 
Services and Societies in the Pacific

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Theme A Symposium: Immunology 
and HIV prevention at the mucosal 
surface

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Symposium: Ensuring an Adequate 
Response to Australia’s First Peoples

Royal Theatre
Chairs:Ashley Watson and  
Julian Elliott

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Geoff Honnor and  
Iryna Zablotska

Menzies Theatre
Chairs: Lesley Butt and  
Edward Reis

Nicholls Theatre
Chair: Anthony Kelleher

Sutherland Theatre
Chairs: Mark Saunders and  
Basil Donovan

2.00pm–
2.15pm

Impact of HIV-associated conditions 
on mortality  
in people commencing anti-
retroviral therapy in low-income 
countries
Dr Catherine Marshall

2.00pm–
2.15pm

HIV incidence trends by Australian 
jurisdiction reveal a marked rise in 
Queensland: An extended back-
projection analysis of men who have 
sex with men
Kylie-Ann Mallitt

2.00pm–
2.15pm

Love patrol: Hemi taf tumas!
Ms Robyn Drysdale

2.00pm–
2.30pm

Lactic acid: A Natural Microbicide in 
the Female Genital Tract
Associate Professor Gilda Tachedjian, 
NHMRC Senior Research Fellow, Head 
Retroviral Biology and Antivirals 
Laboratory, Centre for Virology, Burnet 
Institute, VIC, Australia

2.00pm–
2.15pm

HIV diagnoses in Indigenous peoples: 
Comparison of Australia, Canada and 
New Zealand
Mr James Ward, Program Head, Senior 
Lecturer, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health Program, The Kirby 
Institute, Sydney, NSW, Australia

2.15pm–
2.30pm

Incidence of HIV-associated 
conditions following initiation of 
anti-retroviral therapy in low-income 
countries
Dr Catherine Marshall

2.15pm–
2.30pm

Rates of condom use and other risk 
reduction practices among HIV- 
negative and HIV-positive gay men in 
Australia: Analysis of the Gay 
Community Periodic Surveys, 
2007-2009
Dr Martin Holt

2.15pm–
2.30pm

‘Going to town’ : Sex work and social 
life in Port Vila
Ms Karen McMillan

2.15pm–
2.30pm

HIV in Aboriginal Australians: 
Prevention in prison settings should 
be a key focus 
Mary-Ellen Harrod, The Kirby Institute, 
Sydney, NSW, Australia

2.30pm–
2.45pm

HIV-infected patients with crypto- 
coccal meningitis who attain CSF 
sterility pre-ART commencement 
experience improved outcomes in 
the first 24 weeks
Dr Christina Chang

2.30pm–
2.45pm

Increased rates of routine screening for 
Syphilis as part of HIV monitoring in men 
who have sex with men and its impact 
on Syphilis prevalence
Carol El-Hayek

2.30pm–
2.45pm

The PNG HIV Model: Explaining the 
past, describing the present, and 
forecasting the future 
Richard Gray

2.30pm–
3.00pm

Passive antibody transfer studies to 
guide the design of HIV-1 vaccines
Professor John Moore, Professor of 
Microbiology and Immunology, Weill 
Cornell Medical College, New York, USA

2.30pm–
2.45pm

Comparison of patterns of HIV 
diagnosis in the Aboriginal and the 
non-Indigenous population in 
Australia, 1992–2009 
Ann McDonald, The Kirby Institute, 
Sydney, NSW, Australia

2.45pm–
3.00pm

Interferon-gamma release assay 
screening for latent tuberculosis 
infection in HIV-infected individuals: Is 
routine testing worthwhile in 
Australia?
Dr Joseph Doyle

2.45pm–
3.00pm

Increased rates of Syphilis testing and 
their impact on rates of Syphilis 
positivity in HIV negative men who 
have sex with men
Carol El-Hayek

2.45pm–
3.00pm

Providing HIV Clinical Services in Rural 
Papua New Guinea through a 
Public-Private Partnership
Mr Michael Conlon

2.45pm–
3.00pm

A structured and sustained response 
to surveillance for HIV in remote 
indigenous communities in South 
Australia  
Dr Rae-Lin Huang, STI Control and HIV 
Prevention Co-ordinator, Nganampa 
Health Council, Alice Springs, NT, Australia



3.00pm–
3.15pm

Cancers in the Australian HIV 
Observational Database (AHOD) 
Dr Kathy Petoumenos

3.00pm–
3.15pm

Desire and risk: Sick, bad or ‘hot’?
Associate Professor  
Garrett Prestage

3.00pm–
3.15pm

Determinants for Fertility Desires of 
HIV Positive Women Living in the 
Western Highlands Province of Papua 
New Guinea 
Dr Marie Lucy Aska

3.00pm–
3.30pm

The Role of the gut in  
HIV infection
Professor Miles Davenport, University of 
New South Wales, Sydney, NSW, 
Australia

3.00pm–
3.15pm

In it for the long haul - developing and 
maintaining effective HIV services for 
rural and remote Aboriginal people
Dr Rosemary McGuckin, Medical 
Practitioner, Carnarvon, WA, Australia

3.15pm–
3.30pm

Discussion 3.15pm–
3.30pm

Discussion 3.15pm–
3.30pm

‘Stronger or tougher’: Reasons for 
penile cutting in Papua New Guinea
Ms RachaelTommbe and  
David MacLaren

3.15pm–
3.30pm

Far North Queensland and the PNG 
Border–The HIV Response
Associate Professor Darren Russell, 
Director of Sexual Health, Cairns Sexual 
Health Service, Cairns and James Cook 
University and Melbourne University, 
Australia

3.30pm–
4.00pm

Afternoon Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall

4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Theme B Symposium: HIV/Hepatitis 
co-infection

4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Theme C Proffered Paper Session: Pills 
and Prevention

4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Theme D Proffered Paper Session: 
Race and Risk: HIV in Asia and 
Australia

4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Theme A Proffered Paper Session: 
Vaccines

4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Satellite Session: Approaches and 
Challenges in Different HIV Epidemics

Royal Theatre
Chairs: Michelle Giles  
and Sharon Lewin

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Andrew Grulich  
and Rob Lake

Menzies Theatre
Chairs: Victor Tawil and  
Timothy Mackay

Nicholls Theatre
Chairs: Damian Purcell  
and Martyn French

Sutherland Theatre
Chairs: Edward Reis

4.00pm–
4.30pm

HIV/HCV coinfection: Treatment 
decision making in a new era
Dr Gail Matthews, Consultant Physician 
and Senior Lecturer, The Kirby 
Institute, Sydney, NSW, Australia

4.00pm–
4.15pm

HIV treatment as prevention:  
Is it a serious change in HIV prevention 
for gay men?
Dr Iryna Zablotska

4.00pm–
4.15pm

Are Asian men who have sex with men 
(MSM) at higher risk of HIV and STI 
infection?
Dr Phillip Read

4.00pm–
4.15pm

Increasing diversity of HIV-1 Subtypes 
circulating in Victoria:  
A 6 year analysis
Dr Doris Chibo

4.00pm–
4.15pm

Generalised, concentrated and low 
prevalence – epidemic differences and 
challenges from the coal face of 
service provision and policy. (See page 
91 for more information)4.15pm–

4.30pm
HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis for 
Australian gay men is effective but too 
expensive
Dr Richard Gray

4.15pm–
4.30pm

‘I’m scared, just thinking about that’. 
Thai gay men in Sydney and HIV 
testing 
Henrike Korner

4.15pm–
4.30pm

Assessing novel HIV-1 envelope 
protein clones as vaccine 
immunogens
Dr Rob Center

4.30pm–
4.50pm

Acute Hepatitis C
Dr Joe Sasadeusz, Victorian Infectious 
Diseases Service, Royal Melbourne 
Hospital, Melbourne, VIC, Australia

4.30pm–
4.45pm

Antiretroviral treatment interruptions in 
developed and developing countries: 
Implications for ‘the treatment-as-
prevention’ strategy
Rebecca Guy

4.30pm–
4.45pm

What is the potential for bisexual men 
in China to act as a bridge of HIV 
transmission to the female 
population? Behavioural evidence 
from a systematic review and 
meta-analysis
Dr Lei Zhang

4.30pm–
4.45pm

The quiet achiever: Evidence of Pol 
specific ADCC escape against HIV-1
Ms Gamze Isitman

4.50pm–
5.10pm

New therapies for HCV
Professor Greg Dore, Head, Viral 
Hepatitis Clinical Research Program, 
The Kirby Institute, Sydney, NSW, 
Australia 

4.45pm–
5.00pm

Designing ethical research  
in HIV prevention
Ms Bridget Haire

4.45pm–
5.00pm

Just a preference: Exploring ‘online 
sexual racism’ and its relationship to 
sexual-risk-taking among gay and 
bisexual men in Australia
Mr Denton Callander

4.45pm–
5.00pm

Role of a novel type I interferon 
epsilon and its use as a molecular 
adjuvant to enhance HIV-specific 
mucosal immunity
Ms Yang Xi

5.10pm–
5.30pm

Discussion 5.00pm–
5.15pm

Measuring attitudes towards HIV 
pre-exposure prophylaxis: Findings from 
the PrEPARE Project
Mr Dean Murphy

5.10pm–
5.30pm

Discussion 5.00pm–
5.15pm

HIV Vaccines: Quantity or Quality of T 
cell Immunity? 
Dr Charani Ranasinghe

5.15pm–
5.30pm

Interest in using HIV pre-exposure 
prophylaxis and the likelihood of 
maintaining condom use among 
Australian gay men: Findings from the 
PrEPARE Project
Dr Martin Holt

5.15pm–
5.30pm

Discussion

5.30pm–
6.30pm

Poster Viewing Session in the Exhibition Hall 
Drinks and Canapés to be served

6.30pm- 
7.15pm

Early Career Networking Function 
Exhibition Hall



TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER
7.00am Registration
7.00am–
8.25am

Case Presentation Breakfast
Fitzroy/Derwent Room 
Chair: Mike Porter

7.30am– 
7.45am

On again off again:  Cavitatory Pulmonary Mycobacterium  Avium Complex (MAC) disease - Compliance, resistance and immune reconstitution disease (IRD) in an HIV/HCV coinfected man 
Dr Michael Hunter

7.45am– 
8.00am

Chemotherapy and HIV Primum Non Nocere: A Difficult Paradigm to Maintain
Dr Sushena  Krishnaswamy    

8.00am–
8.15am

Rhabdomyolysis in a patient receiving raltegravir as HIV post-exposure prophylaxis: A case study
Dr Frederick Lee

8.15am– 
8.25am

Discussion

8.30am–
10.00am

HIV/AIDS Conference Plenary
Royal Theatre
Chair: Levinia Crooks

8.30am–
9.00am 

Globalisation and HIV risk.  Development, Dependency and Vulnerability in the Pacific
Associate Professor Heather Worth, Head of International HIV Research Group, University of New South Wales, Sydney, NSW, Australia

9.00am–
9.30am

Finding a cure for HIV: The need for science, collaboration and advocacy
Professor Sharon Lewin, Monash University & The Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, VIC, Australia 

9.30am–
10.00am

The first U.S. national HIV/AIDS strategy: Progress and peril
Dana Van Gorder, Executive Director, Project Inform, California, USA

10.00am–
11.00am

Morning Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall

10.00am–
11.00am

Launch of surveillance reports on HIV, viral hepatitis and STIs in Australia and trends in behaviours
Fitzroy/Derwent Room

11.00am–
12.30pm
 

Theme B Symposium: Test and Treat – 
issues of outreach

11.00am–
12.30pm
 

Theme D Proffered Paper Session: 
Drugs, Alcohol and HIV Risk

11.00am–
12.30pm
 

Theme B Proffered Paper Session: New 
Concepts in Primary Care

11.00am–
12.30pm

Theme A Proffered Paper Session: 
Bench to Bedside – Translation of 
basic science into the clinic

11.00am–
12.30pm
 

Satellite Session: Addressing the 
barriers of stigma, discrimination 
and criminalised environments in 
Asia and the Pacific Sponsored by 
AusAID. Presented by the HIV Consortium

Royal Theatre
Chairs: Jenny Hoy and Bill Whittaker

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Heather Worth

Menzies Theatre
Chairs: Tuck Meng Soo and Louise Owen

Nicholls Theatre
Chairs: Suzanne Crowe and Patricia Price

Sutherland Theatre
Chair: Mark Bebbington

11.00am-
11.20am

Testing & linkage to care  
plus treatment: Overcoming resistance 
to participation in health care in the 
United States
Dana Van Gorder, Executive Director, 
Project Inform, California, USA

11.00am-
11.15am

So Successful...yet so forgotten the 
exclusion of people with a history of 
injecting drug use in the HIV/AIDS 
Debate and Response
Annie Madden & Joe Kim

11.00am-
11.15am

Videoconferencing to facilitate high 
quality care of HIV patients  across a 
wide geographical area: 18 months 
experience of an HIV ‘Virtual clinic’ in 
Queensland
Dr Mark Kelly

11.00am-
11.15am

Nullbasic; A potent protein-based HIV-
1 inhibitor can prevent HIV-1 
replication in human T cells
Associate Professor David Harrich

11.00am-
11.15am

Working towards law Reform for 
sex workers in PNG
Sally Joseph, Friends Frangipani, 
Papua New Guinea

11.15am-
11.30am

Supply, demand and harm reduction 
strategies in Australian prisons
Dr Kate Dolan

11.15am-
11.30am

Treatment of blood-bourne viruses in 
general practice: Progress and 
challenges
Dr David Baker

11.15am-
11.30am

HIV antigens conjugated to TLR2 
agonists stimulate a TH17 response in 
HIV infected long term 
nonprogressors
Professor Tony Cunningham

11.15am-
11.30am

More punitive ‘Prostitution Law’ in 
Fiji: The impact on sex workers and 
HIV prevention
Karen McMillan and Sesenieli Naitala 
(Bui), UNSW, Australia

11.20am-
11.40am

Issues in outreach- a local perspective
Dr Olga Vujovic, Infectious Diseases 
Physician, The Alfred Hospital, 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia          

11.30am-
11.45am

Drug users community activism: 
Revised Indonesian Narcotics Law, 
drug users rehabilitation  
and decriminalisation
Mr Andreas Pundung

11.30am-
11.45am

Pooled Week-48 safety and efficacy results 
from echo and thrive phase III trials 
comparing Rilpivirine (RPV) vs Efavirenz 
(EFV) in treatment of Naive HIV-1-Infected 
patients receiving  Emtricitabine/Tenovir 
(FTC/TDF)
Dr Mark Bloch

11.30am-
11.45am

Anti-HIV antibodies from bovine 
colostrum mediate specific killing by 
human immune cells
Dr Marit Kramski

11.30am-
11.45am

Continuing challenges of stigma 
surrounding HIV  in preventing 
successful implementation of 
PMTCT programs in Bali 
Luh Putu Lila Wulandrari, Udayana 
University Bali, Indonesia

11.40am-
12.00pm

Challenges to test and treat:  
a perspective from the Pacific
Dr Arun Menon, Staff Specialist, 
Australasian Society for HIV Medicine, 
Townsville, QLD, Australia

11.45am-
12.00pm

The role of alcohol in the selling and 
exchanging of sex in Port Moresby 
Mr Herick Aeno

11.45am-
12.00pm

How recently diagnosed gay men feel 
about the prospect of HIV treatments
Ian Down

11.45am-
12.00pm

HaCH Study: Monocyte activation 
markers associated with cardio- 
vascular disease in HIV patients
Dr Anna Maisa

11.45am-
12.00pm

“I am Going to Die Anyway”: Stigma 
from within IDU community in 
Makassar, South Sulawesi
Nurul Ilmi Idrus and Shanti Riskiyani, 
Hasanuddin University Makassar, 
Indonesia



12.00pm–
12.20pm

When HIV-positive children grow up: A 
critical review of the 'transition' 
literature
Dr Christy Newman, Senior Research 
Fellow, National Centre in HIV Social 
Research, The University of New South 
Wales, NSW, Australia 

12.00pm–
12.15pm

Kava and HIV Risk in Fiji 
Associate Professor Heather Worth

12.00pm–
12.15pm

HIV transmission and HIV Testing : Policy 
to practice
Levinia Crooks

12.00pm–
12.15pm

The search for a simple test to predict 
Immune Restoration Disease 
associated with Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis
Professor Patricia Price     

12.00pm–
12.30pm

Discussion

12.20pm–
12.30pm

Discussion 12.15pm–
12.30pm

 Discussion 12.15pm–
12.30pm

 Discussion 12.15pm–
12.30pm

 Discussion

12.30pm–
1.30pm

Lunch in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall

12.45pm–
1.45pm

Masterclasses, Satellite Sessions, Oral Posters, Poster Viewing and Auxiliary Meetings Time
Paediatric/Maternal Workshop 
Michelle Giles and A/Prof. Pamela Palasanthiran 
Sutherland Theatre

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Theme D Symposium Debate: Syringes 
should be given to prisoners

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Theme B Proffered Paper Session:  
Long Term Survival - The Good, the Bad 
and the Ugly

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Theme C Proffered Paper Session:  
Diversity, Diaspora and HIV

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Theme A Symposium: Confronting 
HIV Reservoirs and Latency

2.00pm–
3.30pm
 

Satellite Session: Connecting With 
Gay Men - Current Challenges in 
Gay Men’s Prevention
Sponsored by NSW Health/ACON/
VAC

Royal Theatre
Chair: Justice Richard Refshauge

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Edwina Wright and  
Catherine O’Connor

Menzies Theatre
Chairs: Zhihong  Gu and Gary Boddy

Nicholls Theatre
Chair: Damian Purcell

Sutherland Theatre
Chairs: Geoff Honnor

Currently this issue is a hot topic in the 
ACT. A recent report by the Public 
Health Association of Australia 
examined different options for 
operating a needle and syringe 
program in the ACT prison. Come and 
hear two teams debate the topic.

Affirmative
Amanda Bresnan, ACT Greens, Canberra, 
ACT
Helen Tyrrell, Chief Executive Officer, 
Hepatitis Australia, Canberra, ACT
Annie Madden, Executive Officer, AIVL
Negative
Kim Sattler, Secretary, Unions ACT, ACT, 
Australia
Additional speakers TBC

2.00pm–
2.15pm

Examination of long term survival in 
HIV positive patients with up to 15 
years of antiretroviral therapy
Mr Hamish McManus

2.00pm–
2.15pm

HIV  epidemiology among people from 
culturally and linguistically diverse 
(CALD) backgrounds in Australia
Ms Elizabeth Sonia Mlambo

2.00pm–
2.30pm

Latent HIV infection in T-cells and 
opportunities for therapeutic 
intervention
Professor Sharon Lewin, Director, 
Infectious Diseases Unit, Alfred 
Hospital; Professor, Department of 
Medicine, Monash University and 
co-head, Centre for Virology, Burnet 
Institute, Melbourne, VIC, Australia

2.00pm–
2.15pm

Rethinking education through 
entertainment – Using social media 
for sexual health promotion for gay 
and bisexual men
Jason Asselin, VAC, South Yarra, VIC, 
Australia

2.15pm–
2.30pm

The differential effects of ritonavir-
boosted atazanavir, efavirenz or 
zidovudine/abacavir plus tenofovir/
emtricitabine on markers of renal 
function during treatment of HIV 
infection; A randomised trial
Mr Carlo Dazo

2.15pm–
2.30pm

Late diagnosis of HIV infection among 
adults in New Zealand  - 2005-2010
Associate Professor Nigel Dickson

2.15pm–
2.30pm

At our fingertips: Tapping into the 
potential of social networking sites 
Mark Stoove, Burnet Institute, 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia

2.30pm–
2.45pm

Plasma Markers of Bone Loss and Bone 
Formation decrease with Intermittent 
Antiretroviral Therapy predict change 
in Bone Mineral Density
Professor Andrew Carr

2.30pm–
2.45pm

Increasing HIV notifications in Western 
Australia - A reflection of overseas-
acquired infections among overseas-born 
heterosexual people
Mr Byron Minas

2.30pm–
3.00pm

Regulation of HIV infection in brain
Associate Professor Melissa Churchill, 
Burnet Institute, Melbourne, VIC, 
Australia

2.30pm–
2.45pm

Is social media the holy grail to 
re-engage gay men with safe sex 
messaging? 
Yves Calmette, ACON, Sydney, NSW, 
Australia  

2.45pm–
3.00pm

Lower Fat Mass and Lower Bone 
Formation Predict Greater Bone Loss 
with Tenofovir in HIV-infected Adults
Ms Hila Haskelberg

2.45pm–
3.00pm

HIV prevalence is rapidly increasing 
among men who have sex with men in 
China: A systematic review and 
meta-analysis
Mr Eric Pui Fung Chow

2.45pm–
3.00pm

Late HIV Diagnoses among gay and 
other MSM – a good news story, 
but more work needed
Phillip Keen, Education Team, AFAO/ 
NAPWA, Sydney, NSW, Australia  

3.00pm–
3.15pm

Brain metabolic profile on older HIV+ 
individuals: A 1-H MRS study
Dr Lucette Cysique

3.00pm–
3.15pm

Time trends and risk factors for non-b 
clade infections in South Australia
Ms Karen Hawke

3.00pm–
3.30pm

Viral determinants of HIV latency
Associate Professor Damian Purcell

3.00pm–
3.15pm

Downandirty.org - the sexually 
adventurous men (SAM) project 
Carlos Sepulveda, VAC, South Yarra, 
VIC, Australia

3.15pm–
3.30pm

CD4 cell responses to combination 
antiretroviral therapy in patients 
starting therapy at high CD4 cell 
counts
Mr Stephen Wright

3.15pm–
3.30pm

Extent and duration of unplanned 
antiretroviral treatment interruption in 
adults with HIV infection: A systematic 
review
Dr Hsin-Chun Lee

3.15pm–
3.30pm

A personal perspective on future 
strategic and programmatic 
response development options
Geoff Honnor, ACON, Sydney, NSW, 
Australia

3.30pm-
3.45pm

Discussion

3.30pm–
4.00pm

Afternoon Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall



4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Theme C Symposium: HIV and Law 4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Theme D Proffered Paper Session: Understandings of 
Risk: Gay Men and HIV in Australia

4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Theme B Proffered Paper Session: Eligibilty and 
Access to HIV Care

4.00pm–
5.30pm
 

Theme A Proffered Paper Session: Biomarkers

Royal Theatre
Chairs: Helen Watchirs and Andrew Burry

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Victor Tawil and Gary Dowsett

Menzies Theatre
Chairs: Bill Whittaker

Nicholls Theatre
Chairs: Doris Chibo and Tony Kelleher

4.00pm–
4.30pm

HIV and the criminal law: Combating stigma 
through science 
Edwin J Bernard, Writer, Editor, Policy Consultant 
(GNP+, NAM, NAT, UNAIDS), UK

4.00pm–
4.15pm

Are young gay men at risk for HIV?
Mr Matthew O’Dwyer

4.00pm–
4.15pm

NAPWA / AHOD Access study – A temporary 
solution for temporary residents living with HIV
Jo Watson, Executive Director, NAPWA

4.00pm–
4.15pm

TB-IRIS after commencing ART is associated with 
expansion of pre-existent CD4+ and CD8+ effector T 
cell responses against Mycobacterium tuberculosis 
antigens
Associate Professor Martyn French

4.15pm–
4.30pm

HIV-positive gay men have little understanding of 
Hepatitis C
Mr Ian Down

4.15pm–
4.30pm

Impact of Medicare Ineligibility on Service 
Delivery at Royal Perth Hospital
Ms Leah Williams

4.15pm–
4.30pm

Role of IL-17 in HIV- specific immunity: Is IL-17 
involved in T cell avidity?
Ms Jayashree Ravichandran

4.30pm–
4.45pm

Healthy public policy and good public health – 
Australian approaches to the management of 
people with HIV who place others at risk
Mr Darryl O’Donnell, Associate Director, AIDS/
Infectious Diseases Branch, NSW Department of 
Health, Sydney, NSW, Australia

4.30pm–
4.45pm

Do gay men who get infected with HIV have a history 
of regular HIV testing?
Mr Ian Down

4.30pm–
4.45pm

Spatial analysis of HIV clinical service capacity in 
Australia reveals current and future areas of 
workforce shortage
Ms Kylie-Ann Mallitt

4.30pm–
4.45pm

HiACT: NK cells remain highly activated in HIV 
patients receiving suppressive ART
Mr Gregor Frederik Lichtfuss

4.45pm–
5.00pm

The collateral damage from HIV criminal cases 
Dr Sean Slavin, Assistant Director (Research 
Programs), NAPWA, Sydney, NSW, Australia

4.45pm–
5.00pm

Serosorting by HIV-negative gay men may  
be attributable to HIV-related stigma rather than 
simply HIV risk reduction: Findings from the HIV 
Stigma Barometer study
Mr Dean Murphy

4.45pm–
5.00pm

Assessment of the clinical care of HIV positive 
patients: A pilot programme of key performance 
indicators in HIV care in Queensland
Dr Mark Kelly      

4.45pm–
5.00pm

The immunopathogenesis of Immune Restoration 
Disease associated with hepatitis C virus in 
Indonesian HIV patients responding to ART: 
Activation of blood dendritic cells by TLR
Ms Henny Saraswati                         

5.00pm–
5.15pm

Rewriting HIV infection as crime: Australian 
prosecutions for HIV exposure/ transmission and 
the potential of policy interventions
Sally Cameron

5.00pm–
5.15pm

Monogamy as a HIV and STI prevention strategy 
among Australian gay men
My Duane Duncan    

5.00pm–
5.15pm

 Pharmacy dispensing fees as a barrier to 
treatment in HIV positive patients accessing care 
from an urban clinic
Mr John McAllister     

5.00pm–
5.15pm

Preliminary evaluation of a rapid, visual 
immunochromato-graphic test for the 
measurement of CD4+ T-cells at point of care
Associate Professor David Anderson       

5.15pm–
5.30pm

Discussion 5.15pm–
5.30pm

 Discussion 5.15pm–
5.30pm

Antiretroviral issues in temporary visa holders in 
Western Australia: A qualitative report about 
access, attitude and adherence
Ms Susan Herrmann     

5.15pm–
5.30pm

The role of interferon-î³-inducible proteins cxcl9 and 
CXCl10 in the immunopathogenesis  of immune 
restoration disease associated with mycobacterium 
tuberculosis
Mr Benjamin Oliver                                                                                   

6.00pm–
8.00pm

Conference Event – Research Exposé
Australian National Press Club
Facilitator: Tony Jones

 



WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER
7.00am Registration
7.00am– 
8.15am 

AChSHM Education Committee Meeting 7.00am-
8.30am

Thirty years on. Addressing future challenges and acting upon current opportunities
Satellite Symposium sponsored by Gilead

Torrens Room The Ballroom
Chair: Sharon Lewin

7.00am- 
7.10am

Arrival and breakfast served

7.10am- 
7.30am

Thirty years of HIV research
Professor Sharon Lewin, The Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, VIC, Australia

7.30am- 
8.00am

Old Problems New Insights; Current opportunities of adherence and cost to patients
Professor Andrew Carr, St Vincent’s Hospital, Sydney, NSW, Australia

8.00am-
8.30am

Back to the Future - The future challenge of curing HIV
Dr Romas Geleziunas Director Biology, Gilead Sciences, Foster City, USA

7.30am–
8.30am 

Affiliate Event: Australasian Sexual Health and HIV Nurses Association (ASHHNA) Breakfast Annual General Meeting 
Swan Room
Chair: Ms Donna Tilley
Syndromic STI health worker training in PNG
Ms Debbie Morgan
Launch of the ASHHNA competencies for sexual health and reproductive health and HIV nurses
Ms Donna Tilley

8.30am–
10.00am

Sexual Health Conference Opening and Joint Conference Plenary 
Royal Theatre  
Chairs: Anne Robertson, Sarah Martin and Frank Bowden

8.35am–
8.40am 

Introduction by Convenor of the 2011 Sexual Health Conference Committee
Dr Sarah Martin, Staff Specialist, Canberra Sexual Health Centre, ACT, Australia

8.40am–
8.45am 

Welcome to Country
Matilda House

8.45am–
8.50am 

Opening Address
Chief Minister Katy Gallagher, ACT, Australia

8.50am–
8.55am

Welcome by President of the Australasian Chapter of Sexual Health Medicine
Dr Anne Robertson, President of the Australasian Chapter of Sexual Health Medicine

8.55am–
9.00am

Introduction to the Gollow Lecture
Dr Anne Robertson, President of the Australasian Chapter of Sexual Health Medicine

9.00am–
10.00am

Gollow Lecture: Dreaming a pathway to equality in health outcomes for Australia’s First Peoples: STI and BBVs
Mr James Ward, Program Head, Senior Lecturer, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Program, The Kirby Institute, Sydney, NSW, Australia 
The Royal theatre

10.00am–
10.30am 

Morning Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall 

10.30am–
12.00pm

Joint Conference Symposium:  HIV and HPV 10.30am–
12.00pm

Joint Conference Symposium:  STRIVE: Making a difference in primary 
care to address STI rates in remote Aboriginal communities

10.30am–
12.00pm

Joint Conference Symposium: Syphilis and HIV

Royal Theatre
Chairs: Katerina Lagios and Richard Hillman

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: James Ward and John Kaldor

Menzies Theatre
Chair: Tuck Meng Soo

10.30am–
10.50am

Digital rectal examination to screen for anal cancer in HIV 
positive men having sex with men (MSM)
Dr Tim Read, PhD candidate, School of Population Health, University of 
Melbourne and Sexual health physician at Melbourne Sexual 
Health Centre, Alfred Health and at the Victorian Infectious 
Diseases Service, VIC, Australia

10.30am–  
10.45am

Implementation of Australia’s largest clustered randomised trial in 
Aboriginal health: Progress toward a goal
Ms Linda Garton, The Kirby Institute, University of New South Wales, 
Sydney, NSW, Australia

10.30am–
10.50am

Point of care tests for syphilis: Is there a role for them in our 
patients today and tomorrow?
Dr Brendan McMullen, Microbiology Registrar, St Vincent’s Hospital, 
Conjoint Associate Lecturer, University of New South Wales, Sydney, NSW, 
Australia

10.50am–
11.10am 

Update on HPV in HIV positive women  
Professor Suzanne M. Garland, Director of Microbiological 
Research and Head of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious 
Diseases, Royal Women’s Hospital, and Senior Consultant 
Microbiology, Royal Children’s Hospital, VIC, Australia

10.50am–
11.10am

Neurosyphilis and HIV: A headache for both patients and doctors
Dr Mark Kelly, AIDS Medical Unit, Queensland Health, Brisbane, QLD, 
Australia



11.10am–
11.30am 

Oropharyngeal carcinoma related to Human papillomavirus
Dr Angela Hong, Radiation Oncologist and Clincial Senior Lecturer, 
Faculty of Medicine, The University of Sydney, Sydney, NSW, Australia

10.45am–
11.00am

Use of quality improvement strategies to address endemic rates of 
STI in remote primary health care services 
Ms Bronwyn Silver, STI Research Fellow, Menzies School of Health 
Research, Alice Springs, NT, Australia

11.10am–
11.30am 

Syphilis in HIV infection: What’s all the fuss about?
Professor Basil Donovan, Head of Sexual Health Program,  
The Kirby Institute, Sydney, NSW, Australia

11.00am–
11.15am 

The 2010 baseline prevalence study conducted by the STRIVE trial
Dr Rebecca Guy, The Kirby Institute, University of New South Wales, 
Sydney, NSW, Australia 

11.15am–  
11.30am 

Routine STI testing patterns in remote health services  
in the Northern Territory and Far North Queensland
Ms Skye McGregor, The Kirby Institute, University of New South 
Wales, Sydney, NSW, Australia

11.30am–
12.00pm

Discussion 11.30am–
11.45am

Health service utilisation patterns in FNQ remote communities: 
Implications for STI testing
Ms Belinda Hengel, Far North Queensland STRIVE Co-ordinator, 
Apunipima Cape York Health Council, Cairns, QLD, Australia

11.30am–
11.50am

High levels of azithromycin resistant syphilis in Sydney
Dr Neisha Jeoffreys, Senior Hospital Scientist, Public Health & 
Reference Laboratory, Centre for Infectious Diseases & Microbiology, 
ICPMR, Westmead, NSW, Australia

11.45am–
12.00pm

Discussion 11.50am-
12.00pm

Discussion

12.00pm–
1.00pm 

Lunch in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall 

12.00pm–
2.00pm

AChSHM Chapter Committee Meeting 
Torrens Room

12.30pm-
1.45pm

STI Lab Lunch
Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Charlotte Gaydos and Frank Bowden

12.30pm-
12.43pm

The influence of organism load on the sensitivity of point-of-care tests for chlamydia
Dr David Whiley

12.43pm-
12.56pm

Point-of-care tests for the detection of Neisseria gonorrhoeae: A systematic review of operational characteristics and performance
Ms Lucy Watchirs Smith

12.56pm-
1.09pm

Promiscuous Neisseria Gonorrhoeae – Culture or PCR?
Dr Brian Hughes

1.09pm-
1.22pm

Neisseria gonorrhoeae resistance to ceftriaxone: Where are we at?
Dr David Whiley

1.22pm-
1.30pm

The epidemiological associations of BV candidate bacteria in sexually experienced and inexperienced women with BV and normal vaginal flora
Dr Kath Fethers

1.30pm-
1.45pm

Discussion

12.30pm–
1.30pm

ASHM AGM
Fitzroy/Derwent Room 

2.00pm–
3.30pm

Joint Conference/Theme C Symposium:   
Testing and Prevention

2.00pm–
3.30pm

Joint Conference Symposium: Prisoners and juvenile detainees: 
Are these our forgotten population?

2.00pm–
3.30pm

Joint Conference Symposium:  HIV and Women

Royal Theatre
Chairs: Andrew Grulich

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Katerina Lagios and Mark Saunders

Menzies Theatre
Chair: Sunita Azariah and Sarah Martin

2.00pm–
2.25pm

HIV testing and prevention: The New Zealand experience
Dr Peter Saxton, Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Preventive 
and Social Medicine, University of Otago, New Zealand

2.00pm–
2.20pm

The 2010 National Prison Entrants’ Bloodborne Virus and Risk 
Behaviour Survey – update and Report Launch  
Professor Tony Butler, The Kirby Institute, Sydney, NSW, Australia 

2.00pm–
2.25pm 

Biomedical prevention of HIV in women: a promise in pre-
exposure prophylaxis?
Professor Jeanne Marrazzo, Professor, Division of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, Medical Director, Seattle STD/HIV Prevention 
and Training Center, University of Washington, USA

2.20pm–
2.40pm

Advocacy for a prison needle and syringe program trial with 
prominent Australians
Mr John Ryan, Chief Executive Officer, Anex, Melbourne, VIC, Australia

2.25pm–
2.50pm

Medical Aspects of HIV Management Specific to Women
Dr Michelle Giles, The Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, VIC, Australia



2.25pm–
2.45pm 

Testing times - Peer educators in community-based testing 
environments
Ms Patricia Langdon, Executive Director, Western Australian AIDS 
Council, West Perth, WA, Australia

2.40pm–
3.00pm

Sexual behaviour and wellbeing of Australian prisoners 
Associate Professor Juliet Richters, Associate Professor in Sexual 
Health, School of Public Health and Community Medicine, University 
of NSW, Sydney, NSW, Australia         

2.50pm–
3.15pm

Stigma and Women Living with HIV: A Cooperative Inquiry
Ms Jane Bruning, National Coordinator Positive Women Inc, New 
Zealand, and Asia Pacific UNAIDS PCB NGO Delegate

2.45pm–
3.05pm

Rapid HIV testing in homosexual men: Early lessons from the 
SMARTest study 
Dr Tim Read PhD candidate, School of Population Health, University of 
Melbourne and sexual health physician at Melbourne Sexual 
Health Centre, Alfred Health and at the Victorian Infectious Diseases 
Service, VIC, Australia

3.15pm–
3.30pm

Discussion
 

3.05pm-
3.25pm

Community-based HIV testing services for gay men:  
A systematic review 
Ms Alisa Pedrana, PhD Scholar, Burnet Institute, Melbourne, VIC, Australia  

3.00pm–
3.30pm

Discussion 

3.25pm–
3.30pm

Discussion 

3.30pm–
4.00pm

Afternoon Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall 

4.00pm–
5.30pm

Joint Conference Session and HIV/AIDS Conference Closing 
Royal Theatre 
Chair: Damian Purcell

4.00pm–
4.20pm

Towards coitally-independent microbicides: Studies with vaginal rings and silicone-based gel delivery systems
Professor John Moore, Professor of Microbiology and Immunology,  Weill Cornell Medical College, New York, USA

4.20pm–
5.20pm

‘A Bill to provide for the eradication of new HIV infection in Australia by the year 2020’
Facilitator: Mr Shane Rattenbury MLA, Speaker, ACT Greens, ACT Legislative Assembly, Canberra, ACT, Australia
Affirmative: 
Associate Professor Darren Russell, Director of Sexual Health, Cairns Sexual Health Service, Cairns, QLD, Australia 
Justice Richard Refshauge, Supreme Court Judge, ACT, Australia
Negative:
Dr Edwina Wright, ID Physician, Alfred Hospital, Melbourne, VIC, Australia
Mr Rob Lake, Executive Director, AFAO, Newtown, NSW, Australia

5.20pm–
5.25pm

Prize Presentations and Closing Remarks 

5.25pm–
5.30pm

Presentation of the 2012 HIV/AIDS Conference by the Conference Convenor
Convenor: Associate Professor Damian Purcell, University of Melbourne, VIC, Australia

5.30pm–
7.00pm

Sexual Health Conference Welcome Reception in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall 

7.00pm AChSHM Trainee Dinner



THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER
7.00am Registration 
7.00am–
8.50am

The Penelope Lowe Trainee Update Breakfast 
Swan/Torrens Room 
Chairs: Ian Denham, Brian Hughes, Cathy Pell and Melanie Bissessor

7.30am–
7.55am 

A Different Kind of Trifecta and associated challenges
Dr Carol Khaw

7.55am–
8.20am

A War Against the Mirror
Dr Katie Boog

8.20am–
8.45am 

If Only Free Condoms Did the Trick: Adolescents and HIV
Dr Tonia Maria Mezzini

8.45am–
8.50am

Discussion

9.00am–
10.30am

Plenary: Communicating Healthy Sexuality
Royal Theatre
Chairs: Sarah Martin and Catriona Bradshaw

9.00am–
9.30am 

E-health for STI control
Professor Charlotte Gaydos, Professor, Division of Infectious Diseases, Department of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA

9.30am–
10.00am

Innovation in Sexual Health Services
Professor Christopher Fairley, Professor of Sexual Health, University of Melbourne, Director Melbourne Sexual Health Centre, VIC, Australia

10.00am–
10.30am

What is healthy sexuality? Learning from entertainment
Professor Alan McKee, Professor, Program Head, Promoting Healthy Sexuality Development Research Group, Queensland University of Technology, QLD, Australia

10.30am–
11.00am

Morning Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall 

11.00am–
12.30pm

Symposium: Updates in the treatment of viral STIs 11.00am–
12.30pm

Symposium: Meeting the Needs of Specific Population Groups 11.00am–
12.30pm

Symposium: Lesbian Sexual and Reproductive Health

Royal Theatre
Chair: Frank Bowden

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Shannon Woodward and Nathan Ryder

Menzies Theatre
Chair: Sarah Martin

11.00am–
11.20am 

Capital B: Update in the management of Hepatitis B    
Dr Benjamin Cowie, Physician & Epidemiologist, Melbourne Health, 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia                

11.00am–
11.20am 

The sexual health of Maori secondary school students in New 
Zealand 
Dr Terryann Clark, University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand

11.00am–
11.25am 

Women who have sex with women - Why should we care?
Professor Jeanne Marrazzo, Professor, Division of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, Medical Director, Seattle STD/HIV Prevention 
and Training Center, University of Washington, USA  

11.20am–
11.40am 

Recent insights into genital herpes infection: HSV shedding, 
treatment and interactions with HIV
Associate Professor Marcus Chen, Melbourne Sexual Health Centre, 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia                                            

11.20am–
11.40am 

Promoting the Sexual Health and Rights of People with 
Disabilities                                                 
Mr Tim Bavinton, Executive Director, Sexual Health and Family 
Planning ACT, Canberra, ACT, Australia    

11.25am–
11.50am 

Neither lesbian nor straight – Reclaiming the middle ground  
Associate Professor Ruth McNair, Director, General Practice and 
Primary Health Care Node (North West Academic Centre), 
University of Melbourne, Melbourne, VIC, Australia   

11.40am–
12.00pm

Update in the management of Hepatitis C                                                       
Dr Shivakumar Chitturi, Staff Specialist Gastroenterologist, Canberra 
Hospital, Canberra, ACT, Australia   

11.40am–
12.00pm

Invisibility, priorities and systemic failure: Sexual and gender 
diversity in regional, rural and remote Australia
Mr Daniel Witthaus, National Project Officer, Beyond ‘That’s So Gay’

11.50am–
12.15pm

Behavioural practices associated with bacterial vaginosis (BV) 
in women who have sex with women (WSW): The Women On 
Women’s (WOW) health study
Dr Catriona Bradshaw, Senior Staff Specialist, Melbourne Sexual 
Health Centre, Melbourne, VIC, Australia12.00pm–

12.20pm
The sexuality education of Australian GLBTIQ youth: Messages, 
usefulness, recommendations
Ms Tiffany Jones, PhD Student, Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and 
Society (ARCSHS), La Trobe University, Melbourne, VIC, Australia

12.00pm–
12.30pm

Discussion 12.20pm–
12.30pm

Discussion 12.15pm–
12.30pm

Discussion 

12.30pm–
2.00pm

Lunch in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall

12.30pm–
2.00pm 

AChSHM Annual Meeting
Swan Room

2.00pm–
3.30pm

Proffered Paper Session: Sex Messaging 2.00pm–
3.30pm

Proffered Paper Session:  Men who Have Sex with Men (MSM) 2.00pm–
3.30pm

Proffered Paper Session:  A Focus on Chlamydia

Royal Theatre
Chairs: Alan McKee and James Ward

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Tuck Meng Soo and Richard Hillman

Menzies Theatre
Chairs: Sunita Azariah and Basil Donovan



2.00pm–
2.15pm 

Sexual health peer education programs in the community youth sector:  
What works, what doesn’t and what can they achieve?
Ms Rebecca Walker

2.00pm–
2.15pm 

Prevalence, incidence and risk factors for HPV16 seropositivity in 
homosexual men
Dr Mary Poynten

2.00pm–
2.15pm 

A laboratory network for sentinel surveillance of chlamydia: 
Results after 2 years of the ACCESS laboratory network (2008-2009)
Ms Caroline van Gemert 

2.15pm–
2.30pm

P-4A-PS3 program from Aboriginal Medical Service Western 
SydneyMr
Todd Fernando

2.15pm–
2.30pm

HPV in young men who have sex with men: Preliminary findings 
from the hyper study
Mr Huachun Zou

2.15pm–
2.30pm

High chlamydia prevalence found among young Australian men 
and women - Results from the Australian Chlamydia Control 
Effectiveness Pilot (ACCEPt)
Associate Professor Jane Hocking

2.30pm–
2.45pm

Sexual Health and Us Mob
Mr David Webb  

2.30pm–
2.45pm

STI testing outcomes and sexual risk practices among men who have sex 
with men who self-identify as commercial sex workers
Ms Alyce Vella  

2.30pm–
2.45pm

Chlamydia repeat testing and positivity rates at general 
practices and family planning clinics in Australia, 2008-2009
Ms Anna Bowring

2.45pm–
3.00pm

Masturbation in the media
Ms Anne-Frances Watson  

2.45pm–
3.00pm

Helicobacter pylori infection and sexual risk factors: Data from 
the health in men study
Dr Shailendra Sawleshwarkar                                                                      

2.45pm–
3.00pm

Characteristics associated with repeat chlamydia trachomatis 
notifications in Australian women
Dr Bette Liu      

3.00pm–
3.15pm

Sexting and young people: Pressure points
Ms Shelley Walker  

3.00pm–
3.15pm

Epidemiological treatment of chlamydia co-infection in MSM 
with a presumptive diagnosis of urethral gonorrhoea in South 
Australia - Should we or shouldn’t we?
Dr Carole Khaw (Trainee Presentation) 

3.00pm–
3.15pm

SMS reminders increase re-testing for repeat chlamydial 
infection in heterosexuals at a sexual health clinic
Dr Rebecca Guy

3.15pm–
3.30pm

The CaddyShack Project: Overcoming barriers in access to 
chlamydia screening for young people
Mr Marty Janssen

3.15pm–
3.30pm

High levels of Neisseria gonorrhoeae in men with symptomatic 
gonococcal proctitis: Implications for gonorrhoea transmission
Dr Melanie Bissessor

3.15pm–
3.30pm

Do cash incentives increase the uptake of chlamydia testing in 
pharmacies?
Mrs Louise Deeks

3.30pm–
4.00pm

Afternoon Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall

4.00pm–
5.30pm

Symposium: 
What’s new in STI testing?

4.00pm–
5.30pm

Symposium:
Getting your message across – Effective use of the media

4.00pm–
5.30pm

Symposium: Closing the Gap by Filling the Gaps 
Sponsored by the Government of Western Australia Department of 
Health

Royal Theatre
Chair: David Whiley and Sunita Azariah

Bradman Theatre
Chair: Frank Bowden

Menzies Theatre
Chairs: Nathan Ryder and Victor Tawil

4.00pm–
4.20pm

What is new in Point of Care (POC) tests for STIs? Can we treat 
more STIs with POC tests?
Professor Charlotte Gaydos, Professor, Division of Infectious Diseases, 
Department of Medicine, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, MD, USA

4.00pm–
4.20pm

You’ve got to respect Today Tonight
Professor Alan McKee, Professor, Program Head, Promoting Healthy 
Sexuality Development Research Group, Queensland University of 
Technology, Brisbane, QLD, Australia

4.00pm–
4.20pm

The importance of mobility in sustaining high STI prevalence in 
remote Indigenous communities
Dr Ben Hui, Mathematical Modeler, The Kirby Institute, Sydney, 
NSW, Australia

4.20pm–
4.40pm 

NAAT detection of N. gonorrhoeae on extragenital samples: are 
we ready for it?
Associate Professor Sepehr Tabrizi, University of Melbourne, 
Melbourne, VIC, Australia      

4.20pm–
4.40pm 

Infectious disease and catching the media
Mr Mark Metherell, Health Correspondent, Sydney Morning Herald, 
Sydney, NSW, Australia     

4.20pm–
4.40pm 

Proving that collaborative research is do-able in the Aboriginal 
Community Controlled Health Sector that will improve 
outcomes in STI and BBV                             
Mr Mark Saunders, Policy Officer, NACCHO, ACT, Australia

4.40pm–
5.00pm

Some serological hazards of HIV and syphilis testing 
Associate Professor Peter Robertson, Serologist, Prince of Wales 
Hospital, Sydney, NSW, Australia

4.40pm–
5.00pm

Why and when to use the media?
Mr Francis Sullivan, Secretary General, Australian Medical 
Association, Canberra, ACT, Australia
 

4.40pm–
5.00pm

Hearing from young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people about their sexual health and wellbeing                        
Dr Clint Arizmendi, Research Fellow, The Kirby Institute, Sydney, 
NSW, Australia

5.00pm–
5.20pm

Increasing completeness of Aboriginal reporting for notifiable 
diseases through data linkage
Ms Amalie Dyda, Epidemiologist, STIs and BBVs, Communicable 
Diseases Branch, NSW Health, North Sydney, NSW, Australia  

5.00pm–
5.30pm

Discussion 5.00pm–
5.30pm

Discussion 5.20pm–
5.30pm

Discussion 

7.00pm–
11.00pm

Conference Gala Dinner   
New Parliament House



FRIDAY 30 SEPTEMBER
7.00am Registration opens 
7.00am–
8.30am

Sexual Assault Breakfast: Swan Room
This breakfast will focus on presenting a range of cases and issues that are relevant to both sexual health and sexual assault services

9.00am–
10.00am

Plenary: Pelvic Inflammatory Disease
Royal Theatre
Chair: Lynne Wray and Lewis Marshall

9.00am–
10.00am 

Pelvic Inflammatory Disease in the Era of the Microbiome Project and Evolving Antimicrobial Resistance: Implications for Clinicians
Professor Jeanne Marrazzo, Professor, Division of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Medical Director, Seattle STD/HIV Prevention and Training Center, University of Washington, USA

10.00am–
10.30am 

Morning Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area
Exhibition Hall

10.30am–
12.00pm

Symposium: Professional Development Issues 10.30am–
12.00pm

Symposium:  Teaching sexual health: National curriculum and 
policy priorities

10.30am–
12.00pm

Symposium: Transgender Health 

Royal Theatre
Chair: Alex Tyson

Bradman Theatre
Chair: Tim Bavinton

Menzies Theatre
Chair: Tuck Meng Soo

10.30am–
11.00am

Statistical design and analysis of studies: Avoid it, DIY, consult or 
collaborate?
Mr Niels Becker, Director, National Centre For Epidemiology and 
Population Health, The Australian National University, Canberra, ACT, 
Australia         

10.30am–
10.50am

The Indigenous Adolescent Sexuality Education Project: 
delivering an evidence based, community supported sexuality 
education program across the NT                      
Ms Jocelyn Perry, Sexuality Education Project Manager, Sexual 
Health and Blood Borne Virus Unit, Northern Territory Department of 
Health, Darwin, NT, Australia

10.30am–
10.40am

Transgender Sexual Health Issues
Mr Peter Hyndal, Executive Committee Member, A Gender Agenda, 
ACT, Australia

11.00am–
11.30am

Writing Grant Applications                                      
Professor Christopher Fairley, Professor of Sexual Health, University of 
Melbourne, Director Melbourne Sexual Health Centre, VIC, Australia

10.50am–
11.10am

Focus Schools Program – ShineSA
Ms Jane Flentje, Coordinator of Teacher Education, SHine SA , SA, 
Australia

10.40am–
11.05am

Surgical Aspects of Transgender Medicine
Associate Professor Peter Haertsch, Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgeon, Founding Head, Department of Plastic, Reconstructive and 
Burns Surgery, Concord Hospital, Concord, NSW, Australia

11.30am–
12.00pm 

Cultural Respect and Communication Guide
Mr Rob Monaghan, NSW Aboriginal Sexual Health Coordinator, 
Grafton Base Hospital, Grafton, NSW, Australia

11.10am–
11.30am

Sexuality education in Australian secondary schools -  
A teachers perspective 
Dr Marisa Schlichthorst, Research Fellow, Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health 
and Society (ARCSHS), La Trobe University, Melbourne, VIC, Australia

11.05am–
11.30am 

Psychiatric Aspects of Transgender Health
Dr John Parkinson, Psychiatrist, Private Practice, Wollongong, NSW, 
Australia

11.30am–
11.50am

Lighting the fire, not filling the pail - Positioning sexuality in the 
Australian curriculum
Ms Cecelia Gore, Director of Education and Community Services, 
Family Planning Queensland, Fortitude Valley, QLD, Australia

11.30am–
12.00pm

Debating Current Transgender Sexual Health Issues
Panel Discussion: Associate Professor Ruth McNair, Associate 
Professor Darren Russell, Mr Peter Hyndal, Associate Professor 
Peter Haertsch, Dr John Parkinson

11.50am–
12.00pm

Discussion

12.00pm–
1.00pm

Lunch in Exhibition and Poster Area; Exhibition Hall

1.00pm–
2.30pm

Proffered Paper Session: E-Health 1.00pm–
2.30pm

Proffered Paper Session:  Beyond the Capital city 1.00pm–
2.30pm

Proffered Paper Session:  A focus on women
Royal Theatre
Chairs: Christopher Fairley and Lynne Wray

Bradman Theatre
Chairs: Shannon Woodward and James Ward

Menzies Theatre
Chair: Alex Tyson

1.00pm–
1.15pm 

Client feedback and satisfaction with an express STI screening 
service at an inner city sexual health centre
Ms Vickie Knight

1.00pm–
1.15pm 

A quality assurance process to improve STI services and 
management in PNG
Mrs Zuabe Tinning                                         

1.00pm–
1.15pm 

Continuing declines in genital warts in young women and 
heterosexual men: population effects of the national 
quadrivalent HPV vaccination in Australia, 2004-2010
Professor Basil Donovan

1.15pm–
1.30pm

Download to diagnosis: Reinforcing the net - testing for 
chlamydia one year on
Associate Professor Lewis Marshall

1.15pm–
1.30pm

Key performance indicators for sexual health programs in 
remote Northern Territory primary health care services (STI KPI 
Project)
Ms Bronwyn Silver          

1.15pm–
1.30pm

Improvement in antenatal testing for sexually transmissible 
infections (STIs) and blood-borne viruses (BBVs) in Western 
Australian hospitals, 2007 to 2010
Mrs Sue Laing           

1.30pm–
1.45pm

Young people’s views on telephone and webcam consultations 
for sexual health
Ms Cameryn Garrett

1.30pm–
1.45pm

Evaluation of two Chlamydia trachomatis rapid tests - Results 
from a field study in the South Pacific
Dr Dermot Hurly

1.30pm–
1.45pm

Mycoplasma genitalium in a public hospital pregnancy 
termination service
Dr Alexandra Marceglia

1.45pm–
2.00pm

Improved partner notification through a web based partner 
notification service: Let them know
Associate Professor Marcus Chen

1.45pm–
2.00pm

Yes wee can - A nurse driven asymptomatic screening program for 
chlamydia and gonorrhoea in a remote Western Australian 
emergency department
Ms Linda Garton

1.45pm–
2.00pm

Knowledge, barriers and facilitating factors for Chlamydia 
trachomatis screening- The views of young women using social 
networking sites
Ms Navera Ahmed



2.00pm–
2.15pm

Gay men prefer partner notification by short message service (SMS) 
rather than e-postcards: A web-based evaluation
Dr Rebecca Guy

2.00pm–
2.15pm

An outbreak of infectious syphilis in the Barkly region of the 
Northern Territory in 2010 - 2011
Ms Celina Bond

2.00pm–
2.15pm

Sexual behaviour differences between Australian women who 
have and have not had a recent pap test
Ms Wendy Heywood

2.15pm–
2.30pm

‘Get the facts’. A qualitative evaluation of a sexual health and BBV 
web-site for youth
Ms Lisa Bastian

2.15pm–
2.30pm

Gaps in sexually transmissible and blood borne viral infection 
reporting: What are the implications for closing the gap?
Dr Mary Ellen Harrod

2.15pm–
2.30pm

Double-blind randomised placebo controlled trial of oral metronidazole in 
combination with either vaginal clindamycin or an oestrogen-
containing vaginal probiotic for the treatment of bacterial vaginosis
Dr Catriona Bradshaw 

2.30pm– 
3.00pm

Afternoon Tea in Exhibition and Poster Area Exhibition Hall 

3.00pm–
4.00pm

Sexual Health Conference Closing
Royal Theatre
Chair: Anne Robertson and Frank Bowden

3.00pm–
3.40pm

Quiz based on questions provided by symposium presenters: Prizes to be won! 
Quiz Master: Professor Frank Bowden, Director, Canberra Sexual Health Centre, ACT, Australia

3.40pm–
3.50pm

Prize Presentations and Closing Remarks
Dr Anne Robertson, President of the Australasian Chapter of Sexual Health Medicine

3.50pm–
4.00pm

Presentation of the IUSTI 2012 World Congress and the 2012 Australasian Sexual Health Conference by the Conference Convenor
Convenor Professor Christopher Fairley


