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Today’s Agenda

•Introduction

•Making parents partners

•Encouraging reading at home

•Providing support and information for families

•Students with disabilities and literacy



What is Advocates for Children (AFC)?

AFC is an independent agency that protects the rights of 
all NYC students

 Dedicated to protecting every child’s right to an 
education

 Focusing on students from low-income backgrounds 
who are struggling in school or experiencing school 
discrimination of any kind.

www.advocatesforchildren.org



Populations AFC Serves

Early 
childhood

Students 
with 

disabilities

Students 
who are 

over-age for 
their grade 

level

Immigrant 
students and 

English 
Language 
Learners

Students 
facing 

disciplinary 
issues

Youth 
involved in 

bullying 
incidents

Students 
involved in 
the child 
welfare 
system



AFC Services

Helpline: 1-866-427-6033 
(Mon-Thurs, 10am – 4pm)

Workshops and trainings

Free legal services to low-
income families



AFC Guides and Resources



AFC’s Literacy Corner:  Resources on Learning to Read & Write

https://advocatesforchildren.org/literacy

https://advocatesforchildren.org/literacy
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Parents, educators 
and other 
supporters of 
students with special 
needs seeking to 
improve day-to-day 
experiences and 
long-term outcomes 
and options for all 
students.

The ARISE Coalition

www.arisecoalition.org



Making families partners in literacy

• Some parents can supplement or reinforce 
instruction received at school

• Parents can create a home environment 
that encourages reading

• Parents may need to work with the school 
to obtain additional support if it’s needed

Schools must 
make families 
real partners 

in literacy 
work.



Research – on the importance of parent involvement

Multiple studies have 
demonstrated the importance 

of involving families and 
communities in efforts to help 

struggling readers.   

Students whose families are 
involved in their education learn 
to read sooner than their peers 
whose families are less involved.

Parental involvement in 
children’s literacy development 
is more powerful than other 
family background variables, 

including social class, family size, 
and parental education levels. 



Research – Initiative Home-School Partnerships

Parents are more likely to become involved when 
teachers initiate home-school literacy partnerships.   

Schools with high success rates with struggling 
readers have HIGH levels of family and community 
involvement.



Making Parents Partners

• Visiting at home or school to discuss reading plans for 
individual students

• Providing engaging at-home activities to support reading 
progress

• Sharing information, resources, and fun facts about learning to 
read with families

• Encouraging families to engage with their children around 
literacy through conversations, daily activities, books, and 
audio books, Etc.

• Organizing family workshops, literacy events for families, and 
opportunities for family members to visit the classroom 
during literacy activities

• Bringing PTAs and SLTs into efforts to reach families

• YOUR TURN……

We urge 
school staff to 
make parents 
partners in 
efforts to 
improve 
literacy.   

Some ideas to 
this end may 

include:



Communicating With Families

Any family engagement strategies need 
to consider families’: 

Reading levels

Languages spoken

Access to the internet

Work schedules

Need for accessible online content under Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act



Encouraging Reading At Home

• Literacy bags

• Student written books

• Favorite books from 
the school day

• What else?

To support 
students’ 

reading for 
pleasure at 

home 
teachers can 
send students 
home with:



Providing Support And Information For 

Parents Of Children Struggling To Learn To Read

Families of students struggling to read will have questions and school staff 
can help answer those questions.   Staff can sponsor and lead parent 
workshops and distribute information on a variety of subjects including:

 How reading instruction is delivered in individual schools

 How parents can support instruction at home

 Where parents can turn for help

 Information about reading disabilities

 Other thoughts?



Literacy and Students with Disabilities

http://www.advocatesforchildren.org/sites/default/files/library/a_is_for_all.pdf?pt=1



NYS Law:  Students with Disabilities resulting from Dyslexia

Under law, students with disabilities must 
receive special education supports and 
services to help progress in school.

Two years ago, NYS amended the Education 
law to require CSEs to include information 
about students’ dyslexia in IEPs.



Students with Disabilities, continued

Teachers who believe their students are struggling to 

develop literacy skills because of Dyslexia or other learning 

differences should help connect families to special 

education resources and supports.



Identifying Specific Methodology on the IEP

In order to ensure that students receive specific, 
direct instruction in the foundational reading skills 

(the 5 pillars):

• It is sometimes appropriate to identify specific 
methodology for an individual student.

• Where specific methodology is needed, school 
staff delivering that instruction must have training 
to do so.  



Technology as a Support - Instructional Technology (IT)

➢ IT uses technology to support curriculum, instruction and 

assessment for all students in the classroom.   

➢Examples include:

▪ Tablets and computers

▪ Smart Boards

▪ Online learning



Technology as a Support – Assistive Technology (AT)

➢AT is any device or support for using that device that helps 
an individual student with a disability to learn.  

➢ Provides alternative ways of accessing material

➢Does not teach new material.

➢ Examples include:
▪ Individually assigned computers and tablets

▪ Writing aids

▪ Screen reading software 

▪ Speech-to-text and text-to-speech applications



Accessible Educational Materials (AEM)

Accessible Educational Materials are designed to 
be used by a variety of students in a variety of 
formats.

Materials are made available to students in print, 
digital and graphic formats, by audio, video or 
visual presentation.  



Technology at Home

Make sure that students who use assistive technology and 

require accessible educational materials to access 

curriculum during the school day have access to both for 

homework and reading for pleasure after the school day.



Accommodations and Modifications

Some students need accommodations or 
modifications in order to participate in the 

general curriculum. 

• Accommodations change the way the 
students approach the curriculum. 

• Modifications change the material actually 
presented.  



Questions?


