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òThe limits of the sayableó (Butler, 2004): 
sexual health policies, programs, pedagogies, and 

pastoral care  
 perpetuate sexual and relationship dichotomies  

Unquestioned and 

unquestionable affirmation and 

support to 

 

ü Heteronormativity/ 

Heterosex 

 

ü Straight monogamous 

relationships 

Increasing  but questioned 

affirmation and support to 

 

ü òHomonormativityó/ 

 Homosex 

 

ü Gay and lesbian 

monogamous relationships 

 
 
 

In excess of, on the borders, ôfalling into 
the gapsó, between within and beyond the 
gay/straight divide/duality/dichotomy are:  

 
 

 

ü Bisexual 

ü Heteroflexible 

ü Homoflexible 

ü Sexually fluid 

ü Fujoshi and Fudanshi 

ü Mixed-orientation relationships 

ü Polyamorous relationships 

 

 
 

òThe world isnõt heterosexual or homosexual, itõs 
lotsasexuals ó.  

Wendy, 15  

ü social ascription (de-sex or over-sex): being what external society and its systems, 

such as  health, media and educational systems, demand; eg ñhot bi 

babes/barsexualsò and ñbad bi boysò. 

 

 

 

 

 

ü community acknowledgement (selective sexing): being what oneôs significant others 

and cultures positively affirm or negatively discourage, such as in a school 

community, gay and lesbian community, and ethnic community; and 

 

ü personal agency (my-sex): being what the individual actually does despite the 

regulations and oppressions from both the wider society and oneôs communities 

 
        Bisexual youth health: US Studies  

 
Corliss et al , 2010  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
http ://brown.edu/Student_Services/Health_Services/Health_Education/lg
btq_health/bisexual_health/health_concerns_for_bisexuals.php  
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Mainstreaming and Marketing Bisexuality  
 

From òDifferenceó to òDiversityó:  
                    

ü ñBinary sex-filing cabinetsò 

 

 

 
 

ü                                         

 

 

ü   Love You Two,   Sydney: Random House, 2008. 

ü  Border Sexualities, Border Families in Schools,  New York: Rowman & Littlefield, 2010.  

 

ü  Bisexuality in Education: Erasure, Exclusion and the Absence of Intersectionality, London: 

Routledge, 2015 

 

 

 

 
 

Multiplicities and Intersectionalities :  
Being Multicultural Multifaith  

Multisexual   
 
 

 

1.     Developing/constructing healthy sexual, cultural, and gender identities 
(multiple selves) 

 

2.     Resolving/managing/negotiating conflicts that may arise in belonging to 
a cultural/home community, a queer community, several other 
communities, and the wider Australian society (multiple lifeworlds) 

 

3. Resisting and challenging stigma and discrimination coming from the 
interconnections of homophobia, racism and sexism  

              (multiple marginalities) 

Specific Health Issues  
 

ü Violence: towards LGBTIQ youth, and from LGBTIQ youth eg from boys to their 

female partners 

 

ü Homelessness 

 

ü Financial and other deprivations 

 

ü Deportations to óhome countriesô  for arranged marriages and ócuresô 

 

ü Links between purging of same-sex attraction and violent behaviours towards self 

and others eg adopting religious fundamentalist actions and groups to deflect and 

purge LGBTIQ feelings (complicit and compensatory masculinity) 

 

ü Substance abuse leading to crime 

 

ü Rape and other forms of sexual assaults 

 

òThe Ethnic Excusesó  
 

ü òWeõve got enough to handle with racism and sexism in our multicultural 

communities.  Homophobia is too much and very different for our community.ó 

 

ü ñThis is a moral issue that our multicultural religious families will object toó. 

 

ü òOur ethnic and migrant families will be offended as itõs contrary to their cultural 

heritage and maintenance of cultural traditions that we are committed to.ó 

 

ü òWe wonõt get  community/board/team/funding consensus on this oneó. 

 

ü òParents/community leaders will complainó: 

                    TPS: ñThree-Parent Syndromeò 
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Is it the Culture or the Religion?  
Is it the Culture or Poverty?  

Is it the Culture or Lack of Education?  
  

Is it Spirituality or Man - Made Dogma and 
Interpretation?  

        Who are the gatekeepers of the religious community?  

                   Where are alternative views? 

 

 
The Meanings and Deployment of Multiculturalism 

and Multifaith  Heritages in (Not ) Addressing 
Gender and Sexual Diversity    

1. maintaining heteropatriarchal selective cultural/religious heritage 
and traditions 

 

2.     establishing and developing a heteropatriarchal communityõs 
culture/faith by producing sex-gender normative specific 
religious narratives, texts and festivals/spaces 

 

3.    constructing the authentic religious migrant/refugee experience 
as heteronormative, constructed by hegemonic gatekeeper 
voices 

 
Some Questions In Order to Promote 

Effective and Culturally CompetentSexual  
Health Services  

ü What is the range of beliefs, values, information, 
definitions and experiences in our  rural 
communities? 

 

ü Which community workers and religious leaders 
can act as mediators/facilitators/key informants? 

 

ü  Is òcoming outó appropriate?  

What will people gain? What will they lose?  
 

ü How do we inform young people and their 
families of their own cultureõs and religionõs 
sexual histories? Whatõs going on in their own 
ôhomeõ countries? 

 

 

ü What are some common understandings and 
shared spiritual values we can work with: the 
importance of family and loving our children; 
the reality of sexual diversity across all 
cultures 

 

ü Is sexuality the problem? What are some 
underlying fears and concerns: that their 
children will end up alone without family to 
care for them; that their children are doomed 
to hell; media images of the GLBT 
community focus on sexual ôpromiscuityõ, 
drugs and alcohol, affluent white urban party 
scene 

 

ü How significant are issues of sexuality in a 
young personõs life? Are there other more 
important and immediate concerns? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

AGMC: an Example of Multiplicity, 
Intermixture, Inclusion and Justice  

http://www.agmc.org.au/  
 

The Australian Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Intersex & Queer Multicultural 
Council with members who are: 

    

    Diverse African 

                                 Diverse Arabic 

   Diverse Asian 

                                Diverse Southern and Central American 

                           Greek                           
Jewish                     Italian 

                                  Jewish 

    Muslim 

     Refugees 

 

Other Resources and Research  
üCentre for Multicultural Youth  

Teaching Diversities Report: http://www.cmy.net.au/TeachingDiversities 

 

üRainbow Network http://www.rainbownetwork.net.au/ 

 

Arabic-speaking families and homophobia in Sydney 

ü http://www.wearefamilytoo.com.au/report.html 

 

üARCSHS: Queer Young Refugees 
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/577282/Nothing_for_them_report.pdf 

 

http://www.cmy.net.au/TeachingDiversities
http://www.rainbownetwork.net.au/
http://www.wearefamilytoo.com.au/report.html
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/577282/Nothing_for_them_report.pdf
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/577282/Nothing_for_them_report.pdf
http://www.latrobe.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/577282/Nothing_for_them_report.pdf
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GLHV: Gay and Lesbian Health Victoria  
Resources 

http ://www.glhv.org.au/library/terms/Cultural+and+Linguistic+Diversity+%28CALD%
29/all  

 
ü Swimming Upstream: making places welcoming    (dis)ability.  

 

ü  Coming out, coming home or inviting people in? Supporting same-sex attracted 

women from immigrant and refugee communities   

Multicultural Centre for Womenôs Health and the Understanding Sexuality Research Project.  

 

ü Double Trouble? the health needs of culturally diverse men who have sex with 

men 

Multicultural Health and Support Service (MHSS) report  

 

The Inaugural AGMC Living and Loving in Diversity ð  

a) Conference Papers and  

b) Special Edition of Gay and Lesbian Issues and Psychology òLiving and Loving in 

Diversityó: Interweaving Sexualities, Genders and Ethnicitiesó (Vol 4, No 1, 2008).  

 

 

www.ilga.org/  

Hares & Hyenas Bookshop  

63 Johnston St, Fitzroy 

http://www.hares-hyenas.com.au/ 
 

 

 

 

 

òAnd Yet We Are Still Excludedó: Reclaiming Multicultural Queer Histories and 

Engaging with Contemporary Multicultural Queer Realitiesó co-written with Lian 

Low in Fethi Mansouri (ed) Cultural, Religious and Political Contestations: The 

Multicultural Challenge (2014, Springer) 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 òQueerying Muslim Identitiesó written with Sekneh Beckett and Alyena 

Mohummadally in Abe Ata (ed) Education Integration Challenges: The case of 

Australian Muslims Melbourne: David Lovell Publishing (2014). 

 
 

http://www.glhv.org.au/report/swimming-upstream-making-places-welcoming
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/swimming-upstream-making-places-welcoming
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/swimming-upstream-making-places-welcoming
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/coming-out-coming-home-or-inviting-people-supporting-same-sex-attracted-women-immigrant-and-r
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/coming-out-coming-home-or-inviting-people-supporting-same-sex-attracted-women-immigrant-and-r
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/coming-out-coming-home-or-inviting-people-supporting-same-sex-attracted-women-immigrant-and-r
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/coming-out-coming-home-or-inviting-people-supporting-same-sex-attracted-women-immigrant-and-r
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/coming-out-coming-home-or-inviting-people-supporting-same-sex-attracted-women-immigrant-and-r
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/coming-out-coming-home-or-inviting-people-supporting-same-sex-attracted-women-immigrant-and-r
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/double-trouble-health-needs-culturally-diverse-men-who-have-sex-men
http://www.glhv.org.au/report/double-trouble-health-needs-culturally-diverse-men-who-have-sex-men
http://www.glhv.org.au/conference-paper/inaugural-agmc-living-and-loving-diversity
http://www.glhv.org.au/conference-paper/inaugural-agmc-living-and-loving-diversity
http://www.glhv.org.au/conference-paper/inaugural-agmc-living-and-loving-diversity

