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22 Countries in the 
Pacific  

Population size   1̴,160 -   ̴7,744,700 (SPC 2015 ) 

Religious and cultural 
diversity 

22 systems and 
governments to 

work with 

Country support provided 
nationally, regionally and 

donor agencies  

HIV Trends 

Source: SPC 2012 HIV Surveillance Report  

Situation at Hand    
• Geographical diversity 

– Remoteness of villages to health 
centres 

– Islands are far from each other and 
isolated from health services 

– Transportation difficulties  

• Varying Education level  

– Bridging prior to capacity building in 
HIV/ SRH 

• Health workforce  

– Young to ageing workforce, varies 
from country to country 

– High attrition rate when 
professionally qualified 

 

 

 

 

What has worked 
• Capacity development at national 

level 

– Long term training, academics  

– Linked to NSPs 

• Regional capacity development 
through SPC, OSSHHM, WHO, 
Empower Pacific etc. 

– HIV management and 
treatment 

– Counselling 

• Training attachments  

– ASHM, Albion Centre (HCW 
Support Project)  

– Regional hospitals e.g. Fiji  

 

 

Way Forward  

• Ongoing national support with planning pathway for capacity 
and professional development 

– to be part of workforce succession planning  

• Need ongoing regional support e.g. mid-long term courses 
available at regional academic institutes, clinical attachments 

– Endorsed by HOH, MHM 

• Continuing collaboration with Australasian institutes and 
organisations e.g. mentoring programs with OSSHHM, ASHM 

– Rotating attachments 

– Bilateral/twinning programs 

– Lessons learnt from previous CD projects 

Challenges  
Funding 

Sustainability 
Specialised 
Workforce 
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