I would like to attend the OSIsoft Users Conference, taking place in San Francisco, CA April 16-19, 2013. 
This four-day event provides a unique opportunity to meet other users of the OSIsoft PI System and with OSIsoft partners.  The overall objective is to learn how our organization can maximize value obtained from using this data infrastructure.
This year marks the 24th anniversary of this conference, which typically draws 1,400 attendees with roles at all levels of their respective organizations, from executives to plant engineers.  I plan to engage with industry peers in an effort to learn data infrastructure best practices and improve the efficiency of our operations.

The Users Conference is organized in a way to support what I plan to achieve by attending.  Here are highlights of what I will be participating in:
· A “Day Zero” event features industry-specific sessions consisting of customer presentations and product demonstrations.  The OSIsoft Partner Expo will run for the duration of Day Zero.  It hosts OSIsoft partners showcasing their latest PI System-based industry solutions and product enhancements.

· Days two and three include keynote and breakout sessions with presentations from thought leaders, industry analysts, and—most importantly—PI System users who share innovative new PI Data initiatives and results they obtained from implementing them.

· Day four features an optional learning day.  OSIsoft engineers lead attendees through training materials tailored for integral products of the PI System.  They teach users how to incorporate new features such as PI Event Frames, how to leverage asset-based features of the PI System, and how to use new products such as PI Coresight.
The OSIsoft product roadmap will be discussed at the conference, and I am eager to learn what product advancements they have in store for us in the near future.  OSIsoft founder and CEO J. Patrick Kennedy—a visionary of industrial automation—will give his views on the future of data in the enterprise. 
The tools and ideas gathered during participation will drive innovative ideas in my work and in that of others.
My intent is to reduce expenses associated with my participation in the conference, and I have researched various ways of doing so.  By using a registration discount, reduced-rate hotel package offered through OSIsoft, meals included in the registration fee, and the affordable Bay Area transportation systems, I’ll be capable of managing expenditures for maximum cost efficiency.  
Below is a breakdown of the approximate cost of attending:


Registration:

$

Training:

$

Airfare:

$

Hotel:


$

Transportation:
$

Meals:


$

Estimated Total: 
$

After returning I will submit a post-conference summary of activities, share what I learned with those of our colleagues who will most benefit from this knowledge, and work to implement the strategies and procedures determined to positively affect our enterprise.
I appreciate your consideration of my proposal.  Please let me know if you have additional questions or concerns regarding my participation, and I look forward to your reply.

