
ExEcutivE PanEl 

Willard S. EvanS, Jr. 
PrESidEnt, PEoPlES GaS and north ShorE GaS

Willard S. Evans, Jr. is president of Peoples Gas and North 

Shore Gas, regulated natural gas utilities owned by Integrys 

Energy Group. Evans was appointed president in June 2008 and 

is responsible for the strategic, tactical and operational direc-

tion for natural gas operations in Illinois He provides overall leadership for 

managers and employees and is responsible for implementation of corporate ini-

tiatives and operational plans. Evans began his career with Peoples as a summer 

engineering intern before joining full-time in 1977. In his nearly 39 years with 

the company, Evans has held several senior positions across the business. In 

1997, Evans was appointed vice president of Information Technology Services, a  

position he held until 2003 when he was promoted to vice president of Operations. 

In October 2004, Evans became vice president of Gas Supply and Engineering, 

rising to assume the role of vice president of Gas Engineering in 2007. As vice 

president of Gas Engineering, Evans led a team that provided engineering services 

to a number of Integrys’ subsidiaries across the Midwest including Peoples Gas, 

Wisconsin Public Service, Michigan Gas Utilities, North Shore Gas and Minnesota 

Energy Resources. He serves on the boards of Chicago Commons (Vice Chairman), 

Lake Forest Openlands, Chicago Urban League, Metropolis Strategies, Energy 

Insurance Mutual and LISC/Chicago. Evans holds a bachelor’s of science degree in 

electrical engineering and a master’s degree in management from Northwestern 

University.

val JEnSEn 
SEnior vicE PrESidEnt of cuStomEr oPErationS 
comEd

Val Jensen is senior vice president of Customer Operations, 

ComEd. Jensen is responsible for overseeing all customer sup-

port functions, including Customer Financial Operations, Cus-

tomer Care Center, Customer Field Operations, Customer Support and Advanced 

Metering Infrastructure (AMI). Prior to his current role, Jensen served as vice 

president of Marketing and Environmental Programs and oversaw the company’s 

$250 million portfolio of customer energy solutions programs, including energy 

efficiency, demand response, low-income energy assistance, and marketing pro-

grams. He also was responsible for design and management of an innovative set 

of customer solutions as part of ComEd’s AMI rollout. Jensen joined ComEd in 

2008 after eight years at ICF Consulting, where he was senior vice president. 

Jensen worked for the U.S. Department of Energy from 1994 to 1999, directing 

the Chicago office from 1996 to 1999. During his tenure, Jensen was respon-

sible for the overall management of nearly $100 million in grants and con-

tracts to organizations involved in technology development and deployment. 

Jensen also spent 11 years at the Illinois Department of Energy as a manager 

of strategic planning. He oversaw Illinois’ statewide electric and natural gas 

integrated resource planning program. In total, he has more than 20 years of 

experience with utility resources planning, energy efficiency and renewable 

energy programs. Jensen was the recipient of the Chairman’s Award from the 

Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance in 2004. He was a founding board member 

in 1999. He also is a member of the Board of Trustees of the Peggy Notebaert  

Nature Museum and serves on the boards of the Consortium for Energy Efficiency 

and the Chicago Lighthouse for the Blind. Jensen holds a bachelor’s degree in 

political science from Hamline University and a master’s degree in public affairs 

from the University of Minnesota.

mElvillE (mEl) nickErSon 
dEPuty dirEctor, illinoiS EnErGy officE  
illinoiS dEPartmEnt of commErcE  
and Economic oPPortunity

Melville (Mel) Nickerson is deputy director of the Illinois Energy 

Office for the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 

Opportunity (DCEO). Nickerson joined DCEO in March 2013. Prior to joining the 

Department, Nickerson worked on electronic waste recycling policy issues, the 

Global Warming Solutions Project and clean energy policy issues for the Environ-

mental Law and Policy Center in Chicago. He previously worked on energy issues as a 

legal counsel for the Illinois Citizens Utility Board. He has also worked with several 

private law firms, as well as with the Office of the Attorney General and the Mayor’s 

Office of Workforce Development as an Intergovernmental Affairs Liaison. Nickerson 

holds a bachelor of arts from the University of Wisconsin and a juris doctorate from 

Chicago Kent College of Law.

ElizabEth (bEth) rEESE 
PrESidEnt, nicor GaS

Elizabeth (Beth) Reese is president of Nicor Gas, the largest 

natural gas provider in Illinois and senior vice president for AGL 

Resources (NYSE:GAS), a national leader in the energy sector. 

Reese is responsible for ensuring that natural gas — an afford-

able, abundant, domestic and clean energy source — safely and reliably reaches 

more than 2.2 million homes and businesses in 646 northern Illinois communities. 

Since joining AGL Resources in November 2000, Reese has focused her business 

acumen on growing the company and delivering an exceptional customer expe-

rience to natural gas consumers. She has served as vice president of business 

innovation, customer service and finance and as controller. Prior to joining AGL 

Resources, she was a senior manager for the worldwide accounting and consulting 

firm of Deloitte LLP. Reese is the first woman to serve as president of Nicor Gas, 

and as a champion for diversity-related programs, she chairs AGL Resources’ LEAD 

(Leadership, Empowerment, Acceptance, Diversity) Council and is a member of 

The Chicago Network. She is on the board of directors for the United Way of Met-

ropolitan Chicago. In addition to her philanthropic work, Reese proudly supports 

community and economic development initiatives as treasurer of The Economic 

Club of Chicago, as a member of the board of directors for the Center for Energy 

Workforce Development and as a member of The Commercial Club of Chicago. 

Reese received her bachelor of arts in business and economics from St. Andrews 

and her master’s of accountancy from the University of Georgia. 

 
tracy S. narEl 
national manaGEr, EnErGy Star® ProGram 
commErcial & induStrial utility PartnErShiPS 
unitEd StatES EnvironmEntal ProtEction aGEncy 
(uS EPa)

Tracy Narel is national manager of commercial & industrial utility 

partnerships in the ENERGY STAR® program at US EPA. He is respon-

sible for partnership work with utilities on opportunities to leverage the national 

ENERGY STAR®s platform in their energy efficiency programs. During his 21 years at 

EPA, Narel has led several domestic and international efforts to increase the pace of 

investment in energy efficiency. He holds a master of public policy degree from the 

Harvard Kennedy School of Government; and received his bachelor’s degree from 

the University of Illinois. 
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karEn WEiGErt 
chiEf SuStainability officEr, city of chicaGo 
lunchtimE: 11:45 a.m. - 1:00 P.m. 

Karen Weigert serves as chief sustainability officer for the City of Chicago. 

She was appointed in 2011. Karen works to guide the City’s sustainability 

strategy and implementation, bringing innovative, practical solutions 

throughout the work of the City. Prior to her appointment, Weigert served 

as senior vice president of ShoreBank (later Urban Partnership Bank) where 

she built a national consumer group that generated deposits to support envi-

ronmental sustainability and community development in low to moderate 

income urban neighborhoods. Before her work in community banking, Weigert was a strategy consultant 

at McKinsey where she served clients on topics including transportation, finance, energy and land use. 

Weigert began her career as an investment banker at Goldman Sachs and later served as an appointee in 

the Clinton administration focused on global environmental issues and agriculture. Weigert is a producer 

and writer for the documentary film Carbon Nation which is focused on solutions to climate change. She is 

also a former board member of CNT, Foresight Design Initiative and Earth School Educational Foundation. 

Weigert graduated from the University of Notre Dame (Phi Beta Kappa) and Harvard Business School.

SPEakErS & SESSion dEScriPtionS
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liGhtinG SolutionS track 

 
induStrial liGhtinG dESiGn ESSEntialS 
9:15 – 10:15
Specifying the appropriate lighting system for an industrial facility involves a number 

of design considerations, including: quality of light, quantity of light, tasks per-

formed, environmental conditions, maintenance, and energy consumption among 

others. Selecting a lighting system that takes these considerations into account can 

be challenging especially as the technologies behind light sources, fixtures, and con-

trol systems advance to keep pace with new energy code requirements.

This session will examine these design considerations as well as lighting tasks and 

spaces, lighting technologies, fundamentals of color temperature, operating charac-

teristics and light distribution of varying light sources, control systems options and 

the effect on varying light sources along with retrofit considerations. Attendees will 

gain an understanding of the design process as well as knowledge to ensure that their 

lighting systems are properly designed and selected.

Speaker: Joe Romano, P.E., LEED AP, is a project engineer at Epstein Architecture, 

Engineering, and Construction, having first joined Epstein in 2006 as an electrical 

engineer. In addition to providing electrical design services for both industrial and 

commercial projects, Romano has provided lighting design services on a number of 

industrial projects including distribution centers, manufacturing facilities, and food 

processing facilities. He also has performed lighting design services for commercial 

and educational facilities. Romano received his bachelor of science in electrical 

engineering from the University of Illinois at Chicago in 2005. He also serves on the 

board of the Consulting Electrical Engineers (CEE) Division of the Electric Association  

of Chicago.

Session moderator:  John Delany, ComEd

bEttEr liGhtinG SolutionS in common commErcial  
aPPlicationS 
10:45 – 11:45
This session will discuss common existing lighting applications for commercial facil-

ities. It will identify today’s technologies and provide options for common applica-

tions that provide energy savings. 

Speaker: Leslie North, PE, IALD, LC, LEED AP, is the founding principal of Aurora 

Lighting Design, Inc., an independent lighting consultancy in the Chicago metropolitan 

area. Her lighting design work is featured in many notable projects including: The 

Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, O’Hare International Airport, and North-

western Memorial Hospital, among others. She has received various awards including 

the Chicago Lighting Institute’s Award of Excellence and has published articles in pub-

lications such as Lighting Design + Application and Enlighten. She has also co-authored 

industry references including the New Buildings Institute’s Advanced Lighting Guide-

lines, a web-based document available at www.algonline.org.  

Session moderator: Lisa Bobzien, DNV KEMA

n  bESt oPtionS for EnErGy EfficiEnt roadWay liGhtinG  
1:00 – 2:00
What can we do to reduce the energy use and extend the life of the estimated 

25 million aging street lights in the United States? Converting them to LEDs is 

part of the solution, but what other strategies can we employ to maximize out-

door lighting energy savings — ones that will also extend life and provide the right 

light for safe and livable city streets? Using controls on outdoor lighting offers  

substantial benefits, and we’ll explore those benefits as we look at the possibilities 

for controlling outdoor lighting for energy, maintenance and life safety.

Speaker: Richard Wyton is a lighting consultant for Steiner Electric and has more 

than 35 years of experience in the lighting industry. He began his career with  

Osram GEC in London, England, working in marketing and technical support. Wyton 

is a recipient of the International Illumination Design Award for interior and out-

door lighting and a recipient of the 2012 Energy Engineer of the Year Award from 

the Association of Energy Engineers. He serves on the IES energy management tech-

nical & research committee, and the IES roadway lighting sub-committee. Wyton 

was recently inducted as a lifetime member of the IES for continued service since 

1982. Wyton is also affiliated with the IALD — International Association of Lighting 

Designers.

Session moderator: Sam Rinaldi, Department of Commerce & Economic Opportu-

nity Trade Ally Program, Energy Resources Center, UIC

n  advancEmEntS in lEd liGhtinG SolutionS 
2:30 – 3:30

LED lighting is quickly becoming the industry standard lighting solution. Advance-

ments in this emerging technology and reductions in manufacturing costs have made 

LED a viable alternative on a much larger scale in today’s marketplace. Attend this 

session and learn about this new technology coming to market, various uses and ben-

efits of LEDs, as well as paybacks through energy and maintenance savings.

Speaker: Derry Berrigan is chief innovation officer at Light Think Studios, Inc. and chair 

and co-founder of Light Think University. Berrigan is an internationally recognized 

architectural LED lighting designer committed to deliver lighting design innovations 

that enrich the experiences of life for people, shrinks the world’s energy obesity and 

respects our stewardship responsibilities. Berrigan has led strategic client relation-

ships with Fortune 500 companies such as McDonald’s, Walmart, and YUM! Brands 

and has been featured in many periodicals including The New York Times, Building 

Design + Construction, Architectural Solid State Lighting, and others. Berrigan was 

the first to incorporate LED technology in 2006 for 90 percent of electric lighting  

requirements with daylight controls in a LEED Platinum building. This LED innova-

tion was created for the City of Chicago’s Center for Green Technology. 

Session moderator: Steve McVoy, DNV KEMA

SPEakErS & SESSion dEScriPtionS



tEchnoloGy SolutionS track

n  SavE EnErGy With variablE SPEEd drivES  
9:15 – 10:15
Variable Speed Drives are an efficient technology that can save energy and reduce 

costs in your facility. During this session you will learn about the technology, how it 

works, and where the energy savings come from when optimizing your current sys-

tems by adding variable speed drives. Examples of applications that will provide 

energy savings will also be presented. 

Speaker: Philip Jurkowski is systems integration engineering manager, for AMS  

Mechanical Systems Inc. With over 33 years of automation experience, Jurkowski 

has made significant contributions to the growth of an industry that began as simple  

application specific controls of HVAC equipment evolved into full “building  

automation,” and has now become a complete interoperable/interactive systems 

integration framework. Jurkowski has designed, installed and serviced many sys-

tems including Tridium (Niagara AX), Honeywell, Trane, Trend, JCI/Metasys and 

other DDC and legacy pneumatic systems. Jurkowski has served with the U.S. Naval 

Reserve, and holds a bachelor’s degree in electronics.

Session moderator: Mark Hamann, ComEd 

n  controlS and EnErGy manaGEmEnt SyStEmS  
10:45 – 11:45
This session provides an overview of Building Automation Systems (BAS) technologies 

and trends. It will explain the direct digital control technology and how they have 

become a true energy management aystem. It will also highlight some of the most 

common strategies employed by BAS system to continually realize energy savings in 

buildings  with a special focus on opportunities in laboratories and research facilities.

Speakers: Paul Fuson is the senior national sales manager for Siemens Building 

Technologies’ Life Sciences Solutions and Critical Environments business group. This 

group, which Fuson helped establish in 1990, is responsible for development and 

support of ventilation control solutions for all types of critical environments found 

in Laboratory, Pharma/Biotech and Healthcare facilities. Since joining the company 

in 1984, Fuson has held positions in purchasing, product development, marketing 

and sales management. Fuson is active in ASHRAE, AIHA and AALAS. He holds bach-

elor of science degrees in mechanical engineering and physics from the University of  

Illinois, and a master’s of management degree from Northwestern University.

Jim Coogan, P.E., is a principal in product development and applications at Siemens 

Building Technologies. In 30 years designing controls for mechanical systems, he has 

contributed to products ranging from simple room controllers to Internet-based 

operator interfaces, resulting in several patents. Coogan has chaired several 

ASHRAE Committees including: Control Systems, Laboratory Systems, and Standard 

Method of Test for Airflow Controls. Coogan is a member of the AIHA committee 

that revised the Z9.5 Standard: Laboratory Ventilation. Coogan participates in var-

ious programs for Labs 21. He has written a number of technical papers on room pres-

surization and laboratory system commissioning. Coogan earned his SB in mechanical 

engineering at Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Raphael Imhof is the head of technology and portfolio strategy for the Building Tech-

nologies Division of Siemens, where he leads the development and execution of the 

building technology portfolio across the Americas. He also helps define the innovation 

strategy to transform how products and systems communicate through integrated 

hardware and software platform across the Siemens building automation, fire and 

security systems. In addition, Imhof is responsible for assessing trends and competi-

tion in the marketplace and driving change within the operations that will increase 

customer adoption, more effectively utilize resources and ensure service levels and 

customer satisfaction are achieved. Imhof holds a bachelor’s degree in electronics 

engineering and computer science from Switzerland, and an master of business 

administration from DePaul University in Chicago.

Session moderator: Julie Krise, DNV KEMA

unlock EnErGy SavinGS With WaStE hEat rEcovEry 
1:00 – 2:00
Various forms of heat recovery applications have demonstrated an increase in 

use and effectiveness. Recent budget reductions and increases in minimum code 

requirements are driving more building owners to investigate how they can recover 

energy that would otherwise go unused. This presentation focuses on some of the 

various types of heat recovery with an emphasis on lessons learned from real-world 

applications. System fundamentals and several case studies from retrofits and new 

construction will be discussed.

Discussion moderator: John Moran has worked at Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas 

for over 20 years, where he has held numerous positions in account management, 

including service manager of Peoples Energy Home Services, a utility-operated HVAC 

business. Currently, he oversees day-to-day account management for the companies’ 

largest customers and coordinates the commercial and industrial portions of the 

Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas Natural Gas Savings Programs. 

Speakers: Dustin Langille is a mechanical engineer at Elara Engineering with 5 years 

of experience in the professional engineering field. He holds a master of science in 

mechanical engineering degree from the University of Dayton with a focus in energy  

engineering and geothermal systems. At Elara Langille has worked on numerous  

projects ranging from energy audits to large high performance buildings and is  

currently the lead energy analyst.

Donald J. McLauchlan, P.E., C.E.M., LEED AP BD+C is a founder and principal of Elara  

Energy Services, Inc. (d.b.a. Elara Engineering) with more than 35 years of experience  

in MEP design, construction and commissioning. McLauchlan focuses on energy effi-

cient design in the building environment including new construction, major renova-

tions, problem solving, green building and fully integrated sustainable systems. He 

has received numerous awards including 15 first place Illinois ASHRAE Excellence in  

Engineering award, a first place International Society level ASHRAE technology 

award, as well as the Green Innovation Emerald Award from the U.S. Green Building 

Council, among others. 

Session moderator: John Moran, Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas

n  SavE EnErGy With dEmand-controllEd vEntilation  
2:30 – 3:30
Using CO2 sensors to control ventilation is hardly a new concept, but because of energy 

code requirements in Illinois and utility rebate incentives, it has gained acceptance 

by a much broader audience. Please join us as we discuss Demand-Controlled Ventila-

tion (DCV) concepts, energy savings, control sequences, energy and mechanical code 

requirements, and “FREE” utility rebate money to make it all happen. We will cover 

the current trend of using CO2 sensors to optimize the control of building ventilation 

and we will discuss the practical application of CO2-based DCV strategies. While CO2 

sensing is appropriate for indoor spaces like offices, schools, and retail, there are 

other demand-controlled ventilation systems that can be used for vehicle spaces 

like parking garages and maintenance bays. These types of DCV systems will also  

be discussed.

Speaker: Ryan R. Hoger, LEED AP, has been with Temperature Equipment Corpora-

tion since 1997. He was the 2007-08 president of the Illinois ASHRAE Chapter and 

is actively involved with several ASHRAE and gas/electric utility committees. He 

has extensive experience with building automation systems (BAS), energy recovery 

ventilators (ERV), variable refrigerant flow (VRF), demand-controlled ventilation 

(DCV), and other energy conserving HVAC systems. Hoger has written several HVAC 

articles for various publications and has a bachelor of science degree in General 

Engineering from the University of Illinois.  

Session moderator: Tom Kovalak, Nicor Gas



oPErational SolutionS track

tarGEtinG ProcESS EfficiEncy and imProvEmEnt 
9:15 – 10:15
Process heating includes a wide variety of systems that use natural gas to heat  

materials as part of a manufacturing process. We’ll discuss identifying and developing  

solutions, as well as best practices for achieving gas savings from combustion  

efficiency; heat containment, material flow, and heat recovery. We’ll use case 

studies to highlight successful projects. 

Speaker: William (Bill) Giebel is a Chemical Engineer with nearly 20 years of expe-

rience in project/facility management, project engineering and process improve-

ment. He is a certified Six Sigma / Lean Manufacturing Black Belt and also a US 

Department of Energy (DOE) Qualified Pumping Systems Specialist. Giebel has 

extensive experience in the metal and product finishing fields in addition to his 

energy conservation knowledge in a variety of other industries.

Session moderator: Patrick Michalkiewicz, Peoples Gas and North Shore Gas

makinG EnErGy EfficiEncy haPPEn in commErcial buildinGS  
10:45 – 11:45
There is a wide variety of technologies and operational strategies for improving the 

energy efficiency of commercial buildings. Yet building managers face an array of 

challenges in implementing energy efficiency projects. This session will help building 

managers create successful strategies to reduce energy usage at their facilities, and 

get approval on energy efficiency projects.

Panel moderator: Robert Jericho, PE, LEED AP is senior program manager of 

Energy Efficiency at ComEd. With experience in commercial and data center 

design as well as in construction project management, he brings unique  

insight into both the technical and financial decisions related to energy efficiency 

faced by his customers. He is responsible for the data center and commercial real 

estate market sectors of Smart Ideas for Your Business®. 

Panelists: Sundee Wislow, MBA, LEED AP is director of sustainability for U.S.  

Equities Realty.  The U.S. Equities Sustainability Group serves clients in the U.S. and 

Latin America, including individual and institutional real estate investors, Fortune 

100 companies, government entities, utilities, universities and non-profits. She  

consults with companies and organizations on sustainable strategies for developing, 

operating and maintaining their real estate assets. In addition, Wislow coordinates 

sustainable building management and energy efficiency initiatives for U.S. Equities’ 

30 million square foot portfolio.  

Mark Bettin is the is the vice president-engineering for Merchandise Mart Properties, 

Inc. (MMPI), a Vornado Realty Trust company, specializing in the development, 

management and marketing of properties nationwide. Bettin assists the oper-

ation and construction departments for MMPI’s properties focusing on increasing 

value through efficient and safe operations. He works closely with MMPI’s property  

insurance carriers and handles the acquisition of all energy commodities required to 

operate MMPI buildings, including electricity and natural gas. 

Jay Amundson, AIA, CEM, LEED AP, is Nexant’s Demand Management Division customer  

outreach manager. With more than 25 years of experience in architecture, construction,  

and energy-efficiency projects, Amundson administers utility sponsored demand-side 

management programs focusing on marketing, customer outreach, estimating energy  

savings, and tracking program results. He supports the ComEd, Nicor Gas, Peoples 

Gas and North Shore Gas Retro-Commissioning program by marketing to potential 

customers, and serves as a coordinator between the customer and service provider.

Andrew Syrios is the energy solutions and commissioning operations manager at 

The Hill Group, where he has been instrumental in executing retro-commissioning 

and building efficiency upgrade projects resulting in annual utility savings of close 

to $5 million dollars. The Hill Group’s energy solutions and commissioning group 

provides specialized services in commissioning, equipment start-up, retro-commis-

sioning, energy efficiency, testing and balancing, IAQ testing, thermal imaging, and 

LEED consulting. The Hill Group has generated over $4.6 million dollars in utility 

rebates, DCEO incentives and private grants for its clients over the past 6 years.  

Syrios has more than 8 years of industry experience with a background in data 

center design, construction, and commissioning. He is a Licensed Professional  

Engineer, Certified Energy Manager, and LEED Accredited Professional. 

Session moderator: Rick Tonielli, ComEd

bEnchmark and monitor EnErGy uSaGE data With EnErGy Star®  
1:00 – 2:00
You can’t manage what you don’t measure. That’s why EPA created ENERGY 

STAR Portfolio Manager®, an online tool you can use to measure and track energy 

and water consumption, as well as greenhouse gas emissions. Use it to bench-

mark the performance of one building or a whole portfolio of buildings, all in a 

secure online environment. Forty percent of U.S. commercial building space is 

already benchmarked in Portfolio Manager — making it the de facto industry standard. 

During this session, in addition to learning about ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager®, 

you will be introduced to ComEd’s Energy Usage Data System (“EUDS”), a free award- 

winning web-based tool that provides customers with an automated system to obtain 

aggregated, whole building energy usage on a monthly basis. Prior to June 2008,  

obtaining whole building energy data was a fee-based, manual process. ComEd is one of 

the few utilities to automate this data retrieval process. Enhancements to the system  

now allow for the seamless transmission of data into Portfolio Manager for energy 

benchmarking. Learn how EUDS enables customers to rate building energy perfor-

mance, set investment priorities, verify and track progress of improvement projects, 

and work towards gaining EPA ENERGY STAR® recognition.

Speakers: Kevin Bricknell is the energy data services program manager in ComEd’s 

Demand Response & Dynamic Pricing Department, where he is responsible for  

management of the award-winning Energy Usage Data System, Energy Insights  

Online program and EIS Energy Service Bus platform for ComEd in Chicago. These 

web-based data access tools are used to support business customers to benchmark 

their facilities in an effort to become more energy efficient. During his 34 year 

ComEd career, Bricknell has held a variety of supervisory and managerial positions 

in the Marketing, Customer Service and Treasury departments. Bricknell is a grad-

uate of Roosevelt University, where he earned a master of science in marketing 

communications degree in 1992 and a bachelor of science in marketing in 1987.

Tracy Narel is national manager, commercial & industrial utility partnerships 

in the ENERGY STAR® program at US EPA. He is responsible for partnership work 

with utilities on opportunities to leverage the national ENERGY STAR® platform in 

their energy efficiency programs. During his 21 years at EPA, Narel has led several 

domestic and international efforts to increase the pace of investment in energy 

efficiency. He holds a master of Public Policy degree from the Harvard Kennedy 

School of Government; and received his bachelor’s degree from the University of 

Illinois.

Session moderator: Jesse Garcia, ComEd

 



n  EmErGinG tEchnoloGiES for GaS SavinGS  
2:30 – 3:30
Can market research and new product development techniques used in other  

industries be applied to energy efficiency programs? Learn how the emerging tech-

nology program at Nicor Gas combines market research and consumer marketing to 

develop program offerings to aggressively reduce therm consumption. This session will 

cover what defines emerging technologies; developing critical and complex product 

mixes; avoiding the pitfalls of technology myopia; screening, scoring and developing 

products; selecting pilot sites; and identifying successful and unsuccessful products. 

Speaker: Gary Cushman is program manager for the Emerging Technology Program 

at Nicor Gas. He has more than 35 years’ experience in consumer marketing and 

product development in a variety of industries, including manufacturing, finan-

cial, insurance and retail. While at Nicor National, sister company to Nicor Gas, 

he managed new business development and research activities. Cushman created 

behavioral segmentation tools used to target products and services to electric, gas 

and water utilities nationwide. 

Session moderator: Taria Dees, Nicor Gas

manaGEmEnt SolutionS track

hoW EnErGy EfficiEncy fitS into broadEr SuStainability 
StratEGiES  
9:15 – 10:15
The United States’ buildings sector accounts for about 40 percent of U.S. primary  

energy consumption and 40 percent of carbon dioxide emissions. These facts illu-

minate why energy conservation must be a core component of any sustainability 

strategy, but it’s not the only one. Find out what other components are important 

and how energy efficiency integrates with them in a successful sustainability plan. 

Learn about market drivers that cause businesses to implement sustainability plans, 

strategies for making the business case for sustainability investments, financial  

metrics such as cost of delay, and approaches to setting sustainability goals.

Panel Moderator: Peter Locke is president of TerraLocke, a sustainability consulting  

company he co-founded in 2008. Locke has worked with businesses, municipalities, 

academic institutions, and non-profits to develop and implement sustainability 

plans, specializing in stakeholder engagement, client relationships, project struc-

turing, financing, and developing innovative solutions. As ComEd’s Smart Ideas for 

Your Business healthcare outreach representative, Locke engages the 110 hospitals 

in ComEd’s territory in understanding the business case for sustainability invest-

ments, and in planning and implementing energy efficiency programs. Locke has 

also worked with the City of Chicago on the Chicago Green Healthcare Initiative and 

was involved in providing direction to refine, update, and implement the Chicago 

Retrofit Strategy. Locke holds an master of business administration with a concen-

tration in Finance.

Panelists: Menno Enters is the director of energy and sustainability for Walgreens. 

Tasked with creating efficiencies across a network of more than 8,000 stores and 

nearly 250,000 employees, he established and leads Walgreen’s Corporate Sustain-

ability department, responsible for delivering $100 million per year in energy sav-

ings obtained across the country and Puerto Rico. He has both developed and led 

the implementation of Walgreens sustainability strategy which has reduced Wal-

greens overall carbon footprint and overall energy consumption by 10 percent, and 

resulted in Walgreens earning several energy efficiency awards.  

Austin Rennick is currently the manager of energy solutions for Advocate Health-

care. Prior to that, he spent six years working as a consulting engineer for KJWW 

Engineering Consultants. Rennick holds his professional engineering license and is 

also a LEED accredited professional. He graduated from the University of Illinois 

in 2007 with a bachelor degree in Mechanical Engineering. Rennick has delivered 

presentations on multiple subjects including ICC Green Construction Code, LEED for 

Schools, LEED Core and Shell, and Net Zero Buildings.

Doug Bushing is a senior member of the Energy Platform management team for 

CBRE and is responsible for managing programs for key accounts in both the public 

and private sectors. His role includes developing platform solutions; advising cli-

ents, account teams and other professionals on corporate energy strategies, and 

managing utility initiatives across GCS accounts. Bushing has been working within 

the field of energy and facility management since 1985; including both the private 

and public sectors.

Session moderator: Sharon Madigan, ComEd

initiatinG and SuStaininG your EnErGy EfficiEncy ProGram 
10:45 – 11:45
While every organization can benefit from a more systematic approach to managing 

their energy resources, various barriers must be overcome, including, for example, 

competing priorities (quality, safety, production), lack of data, insufficient resources, 

and treating energy as an overhead not as a direct cost. This session will consider 

these and other barriers and suggest tools and strategies for overcoming them in 

your energy management program. Key elements of a sustainable program will be 

discussed including Identifying and quantifying efficiency opportunities, tracking and 

reporting on energy performance, and integrating energy considerations into daily 

and strategic organizational decision-making.

Speaker: Tim Dantoin, senior engineer with SAIC (Science Applications Interna-

tional Corporation), has more than 20 years of experience working with public and 

private sector organizations to reduce their environmental impact and increase 

their energy efficiency. Dantoin is currently overseeing implementation of ComEd’s 

Smart Ideas Process Efficiency (SIPE) Program which supports ComEd’s largest  

industrial customers by identifying and pursuing process efficiency and energy  

management opportunities. He is a trained auditor for ISO 50001 as well as ISO 

140001. He holds a master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University 

of Illinois at Chicago as well as a master’s degree in Public Administration from 

Purdue University. 

Session moderator: Sam Rinaldi, Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 

Trade Ally Program, Energy Resources Center, UIC

n  buildinG EnErGy EfficiEncy into caPital PlanninG  
1:00 – 2:00
Frequently, energy efficiency projects, even when financially attractive, are not 

implemented because they are not incorporated into annual capital plans and bud-

gets. In this session we’ll identify elements that increase the likelihood of projects 

being included in the capital plan. Learn from examples of projects where project 

managers successfully overcame hurdles that can stall projects from moving for-

ward. We’ll discuss the processes, analyses, metrics, and financing options that have 

proven effective in ensuring key decision-makers support and allocate the necessary 

resources for energy efficiency projects. 

Panel moderator: Joel Freehling is a senior energy finance consultant at CB&I, cur-

rently overseeing ComEd’s Smart Ideas® Commercial Real Estate program. He is a 

nationally recognized speaker on energy finance and sustainable development and 

serves as co-Chair of the ACEE Energy Efficiency Finance Forum. Freehling’s previous 

experience includes President of a $35 million tax credit fund investing in energy 

efficiency, alternative energy and green building projects in Chicago, Detroit and 

Cleveland and Senior Vice President, Energy Finance and Manager, Triple Bottom Line 

Innovations at ShoreBank, a US-based community development finance institution. 



Panelists: Rob Whittier is the director of sustainability at Northwestern Univer-

sity, responsible for leading the University’s strategic approach to sustainability in 

operations, curriculum, and student and community engagement. Prior to joining 

Northwestern, Whittier was a leader within Deloitte Consulting’s Sustainability and 

Climate Change practice and a Director with General Electric’s ecomagination ini-

tiative and a graduate of GE’s ECLP program in alternative energy. He is Lean Six 

Sigma certified and is a LEED Professional with the USGBC and he sits on the board 

of Directors of the Delta Institute.

Benjamin Skelton, President of Cyclone Energy Group, a Chicago-based energy ser-

vices firm, has spent more than 13 years specializing in energy efficient and sus-

tainable buildings. After working for nearly a decade as a design engineer, Skelton 

shifted his focus to the planning, design, implementation and commissioning of 

energy efficiency retrofits. Since founding Cyclone Energy Group in early 2012, his 

group has helped over 20,000,000 square feet of buildings identify and save more 

than 15,000,000 kWh. He is a Licensed Professional Engineer, LEED Accredited Pro-

fessional, ASHRAE Certified Building Energy Modeling Professional and Certified 

Commissioning Authority.

Session moderator: Robert Jericho, ComEd

makinG thE buSinESS caSE 
2:30 – 3:30
Why does energy efficiency make business sense? How can energy efficiency and 

energy reduction help a company or organization reduce operating costs and/or 

better reach its business and financial goals? This session will look at the business 

case and drivers for establishing and pursuing an energy efficiency/energy reduction 

roadmap. Panelists from different companies and organizations will share highlights 

of their roadmap, why it makes good business sense, and what kind of costs, goals, 

benefits and savings were involved.

Panel moderator: Kevin Dick is Delta Institute’s project manager of certifications 

programs, a portfolio that encompasses LEED EB O&M and C&I certifications, and 

other emerging standards. Dick has more than ten years of experience, previously 

having managed implementation of the residential programs for the Chicagoland 

Natural Gas Savings Program and Nicor Gas Efficiency Program. He founded and 

directed the Delta Institute Weatherization and Energy Efficiency Program, and has 

managed over 7 million square feet of LEED for Existing Buildings Operations and 

Maintenance certified projects for the Delta Institute, including Gold Certification 

of the Merchandise Mart, Silver Certification of NBC Tower, and Gold Certification 

of Prudential Plaza in Chicago, Illinois.

Panelists: Howard Skolnik is president and chief executive officer of Skolnik Indus-

tries, which specializes in the design and manufacture of containers for moderate to 

high level hazardous materials. Skolnik is an active participant in the development 

of regulatory issues with the United Nations and the United States Department of 

Transportation and has developed an international reputation for manufacturing 

and marketing innovative container solutions for commercial and government pro-

curement throughout the world. He is trained professionally as an Architect/Urban 

Designer, and is an accomplished potter/ceramic artist.

John King works for Jones Lang LaSalle as the assistant general manager–operations 

at Prudential Plaza, a LEED EB-Gold Building in Chicago. King has 15 years of prop-

erty management experience and has presented at University of Chicago Graham 

School in conjunction with the Delta Institute focusing on High-Rise Building Effi-

ciency and as a panelist at the BOMA Chicago/Jump Start Chicago Event. King holds 

a bachelor’s degree in accounting from the University of Dayton. 

Bob Wengel has been with Shedd Aquarium since 1995 and is currently the vice 

president of facilities. Wengel’s responsibilities include managing the Maintenance, 

Operations, Environmental Services, and Safety and Security departments and the 

administration of 20 maintenance service contracts that include elevator, chiller 

and fire system testing and maintenance, roofing and tuck pointing, and landscaping 

services. Wengel was named the 2012 Facility Executive of the Year by Today’s 

Facility Manager, a leading specialized trade publication for the nation’s top corpo-

rate facility executives in all industry and service sectors. Wengel attended Moraine 

Valley Community College and graduated from Lewis University with certification as 

a FAA licensed aircraft mechanic. 

Session moderator: Charles Dufresne, Energy Center of Wisconsin


