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Background			
This presentation reports on the results of the first two phases of a three-phase study examining patient safety in rural areas. The study is the first Australian study to identify patient safety factors specific to the rural Australian context and make recommendations to improve patient safety based upon those factors. 

Approach
This project examines the systems, cultural and contextual factors of patient safety. It adopts a quantitatively driven, sequential, mixed method design, consisting of the following three phases: An international literature review; Validation of The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) Hospital Survey on Patient Safety culture; and 30 – 50 telephone interviews with clinical and managerial staff from participating sites.

Outcomes/Results
The AHRQ survey is a valid instrument to measure patient safety culture in a rural NSW setting. Despite the paucity of Australian literature, the survey responses identified a number of specific dimensions addressing the impact of “rurality” on patient safety in Australia that were in line with the American literature. This presentation will discuss those dimensions.  Phase three of the project will explore the survey results in more detail by examining how clinicians and managers mediate, perform and affect patient safety in rural areas. 

Take Home Message
There is a need to re-conceptualise patient safety to incorporate rurality. 

*The following members of the UNE Rural Patient Safety and Quality Collaboration contributed to this project: 
Professor Vicki Parker, Co-joint Professor of Rural Nursing, HNELHD and School of Health UNE.
Professor Kim Usher, Head of School, School of Health UNE
Professor Debra Jackson , Professor of Nursing, School of Health UNE, Faculty of Health & Life Sciences, Oxford Brookes University; Professor, Nursing Research, Oxford University Hospitals NHS Trust
Professor Ieva Stupans, Professor in Pharmacy, Head of School, School of Pharmacy, UNE.
Associate Professor Fredy Valenzuela- Abaca, School of Business, UNE.
Associate Professor Godfrey Isouard, Course Co-ordinator Health Management, School of Health, UNE.
Dr Jackie Lea, Coordinator for Higher Degree Research Programs and a Senior Lecturer in Nursing, School of Health, UNE.
Mr Adam Landow, e-learning support officer, School of Rural Medicine, UNE.
Dr Rod Martin, Senior Lecturer, School of Rural Medicine, UNE. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr Donella Piper, School of Health, UNE.
