









APEC GIT/14









 

     Agenda 2








[image: image1]

[image: image2.jpg]Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation




______________________________________________________________________________
Agenda 2:  Review of APEC Transportation Ministerial Statement, Terms of Reference and Draft GIT Strategy for 2010-2015

1. Background

1.1 APEC Transportation Ministers met in Manila in April 2009 to continue the progress of work designed to achieve safe, secure and efficient transportation networks as well as realize the primary goals of free and open trade and liberalized investment in the region.

1.2 Ministers are interested in providing the APEC region with seamless and environmentally friendly transportation systems through innovation and use of advanced technology in order to reduce congestion, enhance transport safety and security and achieve effective sustainability.

1.3 The Ministers called for the enhancement of seamless interconnectivity of the different modes within the transportation system to ensure safe, secure and efficient movement of people and goods while improving the conservation of natural resources and reducing environmental impacts such as the effects of greenhouse gas emissions.

1.4 Satellite-based position, navigation, and timing services can serve as a critical infrastructure to enhance safety, security, sustainability and efficiency for all modes of transportation.

1.5 Development and implementation of selected integrated technologies are important to the
successful management and operation of intermodal transportation, including Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS); 

1.6 Ministers instructed the Working Groups to include activities addressing the ITS and the
GNSS, and encouraged international standards development through liaison with the ISO, workforce development training and improved supply chain management processes in an energy and environmentally sustainable way, while building upon the work of relevant regional and international multilateral organizations and minimizing duplication of efforts.
2. GNSS Technological Innovation Summit

2.1 In May, 2008, Thailand hosted a GNSS Technological Innovation Summit held in Bangkok in May 2008.
2.2 This Summit brought together many of the economies, industries and intergovernmental organizations interested in promoting GNSS solutions.

3. Revised Terms of Reference

3.1 In July, 2009, the GIT/13 adopted a revised terms of reference to reflect the growing interest in working together within APEC to improve intermodal transportation.

3.2. The revised Terms of Reference for the APEC GNSS Implementation Team call for:

1) Facilitate Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) applications to support seamless intermodal transportation to enhance safety, security, and sustainability in line with the APEC Transportation Ministerial Directives;

2) Identify actions to facilitate and collaborate on implementations of GNSS applications for transportation in the APEC region, complementing, but not duplicating, the work of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO), the International Maritime Organization (IMO), and the International Committee on GNSS (ICG); and

3) Provide a public/industry forum to address GNSS technologies related to transportation issues that will benefit the APEC region (including non-APEC economies and international organizations).
4. GIT/14 and Public Industry Forum

4.1 In response to the revised Terms of References and the initiatives in the draft Strategy calling for greater industry involvement, the United States has organized an industry forum designed to enhance the cooperation among economies in addressing the improvement of intermodal transportation.

5. Adoption of the Strategy- Member economies are asked to approve the draft strategy which has been available for review since July 2009.  In the alternative, the APEC GIT could adopt the strategy following the completion of economy reports.

*6th APEC Transportation Ministerial Meeting, Philippine International Convention Center (PICC), Manila, Philippines, 27-29 April 2009
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SUMMARY


This paper proposes that the GIT/14 consider the APEC Transportation Ministerial Statement*, the Terms of Reference, and the Draft GIT Strategy for 2010-2015** in formulating a way forward for the APEC GIT.  The goal of the GIT/14 is to adopt the Strategy and possibly identify two or three actions that the APEC/GIT could take in the next year, based on the initiatives identified in the Strategy.  Member economies are requested to identify potential initiatives in the Strategy for near-term action in their economy reports. Economies will be asked to adopt the Draft Strategy.





























