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Children’s Voices have Power:                        

Making equity happen 

Cindy Blackstock, PhD 

September  5, 2012 

Public Health Agency Conference: 

Wellington, Aotearoa 

I am profoundly disappointed to note 

in Chapter 4 of this Status Report that 

despite federal action in response to 

our recommendations over the years, 

a disproportionate number of First 

Nations people still lack the most 

basic services that other Canadians 

take for granted. 

 

 
Sheila Fraser,  

Auditor General of Canada  

(June 2011) 

“ 

“ 

First Nations in State Care in Canada 

*estimates.  FN children 6-8 more times likely to be in foster care    (Auditor 
General of Canada, 2008)    

Res. School 1870-1996 

Child Welfare 1955- Present 

“circumstances are dire….as a consequence of providing inadequate 
prevention resources, it is foreseeable that civil proceedings could be 
initiated against the Government of Canada as a result of neglect or 

abuse of children in care” 
Government of Canada document obtained under Access to Information 
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The I am a witness Campaign 

• Human Rights case alleges 
Canada racially 
discriminating against First 
Nations children by 
providing inequitable child 
welfare services. 

• The most formally watched 
legal case in Canadian 
history 

 

 

10533 Supporters 

Mosquito advocacy 

1.Document the problem 

2. Evidence based solutions 

3.Ensure gov’t/org. has resources  

4. Gov’t does not implement change 

5.Mosquito Advocacy 
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Mosquito Advocacy 
INFECTIOUS 

MESSAGE 
Don’t think of an 

elephant - Lakoff 

BUZZ: Facebook, 

twitter, media, 

events, story tellers 

Mario Coumo” 

More than words 

can say” 

SWARM using 

multiple strategies 

Come from 

all directions 

BITE a peaceful 

binding action nested 

in public education – I 

am a witness 

campaign  

Be 

persistent 

BUILD A 

SWARM 
Engage the 

public in the 

solution 

TARGETED 
Evidence based first 

domino solution and 

peaceful values 

Blackstock, 2010, 2011 

Small groups are creative, passionate, brave, and can make 

decisions and implement them quickly. Small groups have 

little to lose and when acting humbly and credibly have more 

public support 
 

Big guys are well resourced and have influence but  are 

typically slow, uncreative and have a lot to lose.   

McLibel, John Vidal (2005) 

Dave Morris (Postal worker) and Helen Steel (Gardener 

•Know what you are standing for and why it is important 
 

Prepare the evidence, be accountable not ideological 

  -Avoid partisanship 

 

•What are you prepared to risk and why? 
Funding, reputation, jobs, the organization? 

 

Kidder, 2005  Moral Courage 

   

Preparing for the movement 
 

Moral Courage: Organizational 

http://www.fncaringsociety.com/ottawa-12
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•Center on values and have integrity 

Who are you, what do you stand for and how much are you prepared 

to risk?   

Who do you really serve? Funders, members, public? 

•Moral Courage: Taking the risk to benefit people you may never know 

Funding, reputation, monitoring/surveillence by governement, privacy 

intrusions 

   

Moral Courage: Personal  

”The context of the department looking at her  (Cindy Blackstock) 

facebook and twitter account is that she was posting court 

documents and making other relevant comments about her 

litigation (which could affect the litigation and ultimately show she 

has ’other motives’ or is making vexatious and frivolous claims) 

on those accounts” AANDC lawyer  

(11/10/2011 at 10:20 AM) 

Framing the Message: Lakoff 

Something to do: Specific, Meaningful, 
Free and Under 2 minutes 

Wesley Prankard northernstarfish.org 

Do 

something! 
Reconciliation is 

not about charity 

It is about justice 
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Jordan’s Principle 

Take Action: Reconciliation does 

not happen without you! 
 

www.fncaringsociety.com 
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Jordan’s Principle 

Reconciliation needs you! 
 

www.fncaringsociety.com 
 


