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Background


Aboriginal populations experience poorer oral health compared to non Aboriginal populations.  In rural areas this is compounded  with limited access to local dental services.  





Approach	


With Closing the Gap funding a two chair “semi-trailer”  Mobile Oral Health Centre (MOHC) was constructed to deliver free services to small rural communities with high Aboriginal populations and without access to local dental services.  The MOHC is the first of its type in NSW. It commenced operation in October 2014 and provides services to both Aboriginal and non Aboriginal clients but focusses on improving access for Aboriginal communities.





Outcomes / Results


The MOHC has been successful with 39% of all clients identifying as Aboriginal.  This is close to twice the proportion of Aboriginal people in each community and on return visits this rate has further increased.  A survey of 31 Aboriginal clients was overwhelmingly positive with all 31 respondents indicating they would recommend the service to others.





Take Home Message	


Local community engagement has been significant in promoting the Mobile Oral Health Centre within each local community.


High visibility with culturally appropriate artwork has achieved high levels of Aboriginal participation in accessing dental care through the Mobile Oral Health Centre.
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