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Illicit, counterfeit and falsified medicines : different situations 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

illicit 
medicines 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Falsified 

Medicines 
 

 
Misrepresentation 

Of the identity 

 Name 

 Composition 

 Packaging 

 Labelling 

 
Misrepresentation 

Of the source 

 Manufacturer 

 Country of 
manufacturing 

 Country of origin 

 Market 
authorization holder 

Misrepresentation 
Of history 

 Records 

 Supply chain 
 

Counterfeit 
Medicines  

 

 
Use of the trade mark 

Without owner’s consent (ADPIC) 

 
 
 

Non autorized 
Medicines 

 

Products not complying with the regulation 
In the State 

Undeclared product (Smuggling) 

substandarts Medicines 
Off specification product. 

 

 Counterfeiting can apply to specialties or generics.  

 

 Counterfeit medicines can be products containing : 

1. The right ingredients/excipients  

2. The wrong ingredients/components 

3. No active ingredient 

4. Active ingredient in limited percentage 

5. Products with fake packaging. 


