
CONFERENCE PROGRAMME



2015 PARKS AND LEISURE AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
25 -28  OCTOBER /  DAY 1

MORNING TEA  -   TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP

LEVEL 2 STATE ROOM LEVEL 2 ROOMS 3 & 4 LEVEL 2 ROOM 5 & 6

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Management and Leadership

Ian McAlister

Dubbo City Council

The Role of Botanic Gardens in Health and 

Well-being

Inclusive and Connected Communities 
Award 
QLD

NSW/ACT
   

Peter Baines OAM

Founder of Hands Across the Water

Leadership Matters

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP CONT.

Community and Urban Planning #CCCCUP Management and Leadership

Rayoni Nelson

VicHealth

Be Active - Strengthening Local 
Government Policy to Enable More Active 

Communities

Inclusive and Connected Communities 
Award

SA/NT                                                       
VICTAS

Peter Baines OAM

Founder of Hands Across the Water

Leadership Matters

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP CONT.

Community and Urban Planning #CCCCUP Management and Leadership

David Cooper and Grantley Switzer

Sunshine Coast Council
Community Drawn Together Through Public 

Art Works

Inclusive and Connected Communities 
Award 

WA
Q&A All

Peter Baines OAM

Founder of Hands Across the Water

Leadership Matters

   SPONSORED BY @LEISURE
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MONDAY
26 OCTOBER 2015

HILTON 
SYDNEY
HOTEL

SYDNEY

SUNDAY 25TH OCTOBER, 2015
4.30 - 6.00pm      Registration Desk Open - Ground Floor, Main Lobby 
5.00 - 7.00pm      Belgravia Leisure Welcome Party - The Zeta Bar, Hilton Sydney Hotel
                               Sponsored by Belgravia Leisure
 
MONDAY 26TH OCTOBER, 2015
8.00 - 8.45am       Registration Desk Open and Morning Co!ee Level 3 in the Trade      
                               Exhibition Area

   

TRADE EXHIBITION AREA -  LEVEL 3

8.45 - 9.10am Opening Address

Lord Mayor Clover Moore, City of Sydney

9.10 - 9.50am Keynote Presentation

Indira Naidoo, Food sustainability advocate, garden designer and 
author. Sponsored by SITA Organics

9.50 - 10.30am Keynote Presentation

Peter Baines OAM, Leadership Matter - in times of crisis leaders are 
defined by their actions

10.30 - 11.00am MORNING TEA  -   TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

11.00 - 11.30am PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

LEVEL 3 BALLROOM A LEVEL 2 ROOM 2

Parks, Environment, Biodiversity 
and Conservation

John Conner
Climate Institute

Can Sports Tackle the Climate 
Challenge  

Events Award
QLD                                                         

NSW/ACT  

11.30 - 12.00pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Parks, Environment, Biodiversity 
and Conservation

Karen Sweeney

City of Sydney

Managing Heritage Trees in a 
World City

Events Award
SA/NT                                                      

VIC/TAS

12.00 - 12.30pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Parks, Environment, Biodiversity 
and Conservation

Neil McCarthy, Vice Chair

World Urban Parks

The Role of Urban Parks

Events Award
WA                                                   

Q&A All  

12.30 - 1.30pm   LUNCH  -   EXHIBITION AREA

PARKS IN PRACTICE -  MASTER CLASS 
1.30 - 3.00pm      Practitioners on delivering vibrant green space and liveable  
                             connections in the heart of Sydney’s CBD - walking (FULL) 
               Hosted by The City of Sydney 

   



2015 PARKS AND LEISURE AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
25 -28  OCTOBER /  DAY 1

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP

LEVEL 2 STATE ROOM LEVEL 2 ROOMS 3 & 4 LEVEL 2 ROOM 5 & 6

Management and Leadership Management and Leadership Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Paul Vardy
Golf Australia

Sustaining the inherent benefits of golf 
through innovation

Leisure Facilities/ Development Award  

 QLD
 NSW/ACT

Martin Lambert and David Mason

Otuim Planning Group

Urban Health Infrastructure - The New 
Mission Workshop

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP

Management and Leadership Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Mark Bowater

Auckland Council

Auckland Council Super City - How Parks 
Have Faired Under Local Government Reform

Leisure Facilities/ Development Award
SA/NT 

VIC/TAS

Yvonne Lynch

City of Melbourne

How to Grow an Urban Forest with Citizen 
Participation

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP

Management and Leadership Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Jenn Halliday and Eve Craker

Generate (NZ & AUS)

An Insight to Project-Based Mentoring

Leisure Facilities/ Development Award
WA

Q&A All

Yvonne Lynch

City of Melbourne

How to Grow an Urban Forest with Citizen 
Participation

AFTERNOON TEA  -   TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Craig Nicholls and Justin Albin

Jasstech Solutions

LED Sports Field Lighting has Arrived

 

Use of Technology Award

QLD
 NSW/ACT

Michael Eubank

MRE Consulting

Bike Parks - The Next Generation of 
Playground

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Daniel Ames and Lachlan Giles 

Tredwell Management Services

Trail Planning: Project Assessment and 
Prioritisation

Use of Technology Award

SA/NT 
VIC/TAS

Penny Davidson

PLA Advisory

PLA Member Research Information Needs and 
Possible Service Strategies

PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS WORKSHOP CONT.

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

David Eager

 UTS

A strong and vibrant public realm - Darling 
Harbour

Use of Technology Award
WA

 Q&A All

Penny Davidson

PLA Advisory

PLA Member Research Information Needs and 
Possible Service Strategies

   DAY CLOSE

THE CRUISE BAR, CIRCULAR QUAY WEST, THE ROCKS, SYDNEY                        Sponsored by Polytan
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MONDAY
26 OCTOBER 2015

HILTON 
SYDNEY
HOTEL

SYDNEY

1.30 - 2.00pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

LEVEL 3 BALLROOM A LEVEL 2 ROOM 2

Sport and Physical Activity

Dr Eidin O’Shea

Centre for Local Government, 
University of Technology

Local Governments as the Catalyst 
Supporting Healthy Communities?

Leisure/ Open Space Planning 
Award
QLD                                                         

NSW/ACT

2.00 - 2.30pm WORKSHOP NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Sport and Physical Activity

Adam Cheyne and Steven Marquis

Tennis Australia 

Tennis Australia 4 Pillars to a 
Successful Community Venue

Leisure/ Open Space Planning 
Award
SA/NT                                                      

VIC/TAS

2.30 - 3.00pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Sport and Physical Activity

 Nicky  Angus

Surf Coast Shire 

From Weeds and Cracks to an 
Innovative Rural Tennis Playspace

Leisure/ Open Space Planning 
Award

WA                                                   
Q&A All

3.00 - 3.30pm                      AFTERNOON TEA  -   TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

3.30 - 4.00pm WORKSHOP NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Sport and Physical Activity

Paige Ridgewell and Richard Mellon

O"ce for Recreation and Sport
CASRO National Active Recreation 

Working Group Workshop

Parks and Open Space 
Development Award

QLD                                                         
NSW/ACT

4.00 - 4.30pm WORKSHOP NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Sport and Physical Activity

Paige Ridgewell and Richard Mellon

O"ce for Recreation and Sport
CASRO National Active Recreation 

Working Group Workshop

Parks and Open Space 
Development Award

SA/NT                                                      
VIC/TAS

4.30 - 5.00pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Sport and Physical Activity

Je# Blunden

Golf Business Advisory Services
The Sustainability of Public Golf 

Courses (Panel Discussion)

Parks and Open Space 
Development Award 

WA                                                   
Q&A All

5.00 pm  DAY CLOSE

7.00pm -Late POLYTAN NETWORKING DRINKS AND DINNER
Buses depart  Hi l ton Hotel  f rom 6.30pm  



2015 PARKS AND LEISURE AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
25 -28  OCTOBER /  DAY 2

WORKSHOP PRESENTATION WORKSHOP

LEVEL 2 STATE ROOM LEVEL 2 ROOMS 3 & 4 LEVEL 2 ROOM 5 & 6 (8.30AM )

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Joey Boothby and Julia Jenvey

Manningham City Council

Activation a Buzz Word or Genuine 
Behaviour Change Tool Workshop

 

Chris Munro
Mornington Peninsula Shire

The Use of Technology in Urban Space 
Development    

Richard O’Bryne
PLA Advisory

NOTE: 8.30AM START            
Climate Change Workshop

WORKSHOP CONT. PRESENTATION WOKSHOP CONT.

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Joey Boothby and Julia Jenvey

Manningham City Council

Activation a Buzz Word or Genuine 
Behaviour Change Tool Workshop

Bryn Liepins

KWP Advertising

Digital Place Making- Reflect Your Physical 
Community Online       

Richard O’Bryne
PLA Advisory

Climate Change Workshop

PRESENTATION PRESENTATION PRESENTATION

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Richard O’Byrne and Janice Lane

Richard O’Byrne Community Environment 
Planning 

Surf’s Up! The Future of Surf Life Saving

Tom Williamson and Bryn Liepins

KWP Advertising

Go Go Gadget Smartphone!

Caitlin Mo#at

Woollahra Municipal Council

Gap Park - Local Government’s Ability to 
Lead a Collaborative Approach

MORNING TEA  -   TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

PRESENTATION PRESENTATION WORKSHOP

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Rebecca Ho and Lauren Kajewski

Touched by Olivia

Collaboration Is Not a Buzzword

Michelle Munda and Nick Criniti

City of Sydney

Blooming Marvellous - Bringing Colour to 
the Inner City

Rachel Thorpe

AECOM

The Results Are In - PLA Community 
Facilities Guidelines

PRESENTATION PRESENTATION PRESENTATION

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Mark Eriksson

Environment Peninsula

Landscape Architecture, Playgrounds, 
Recreation, Urban Planning

Sarah Watson

City of Casey

Myuna Farm Inspires Conservation Action 
Through Hands on Learning

Michael King

SGL
People Activities Places - The Key to Funding 

Success

PRESENTATION PRESENTATION PRESENTATION

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Tobias Volbert
7 Senses Foundation

Tactical Urbanism and Temporary 
Interventions to Spark Our Senses and 

Activate Our Parks

Belinda Thackeray

City of Sydney

A City Farm @ City of Sydney

Crosbie Lorimer

CLOUSTON Associates

How Much Space Do We Need? 
Challenging the Search for the Magic 

Number

SPONSORED BY @LEISURE

GENERAL MEETING
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TUESDAY
27 OCTOBER 2015

HILTON 
SYDNEY
HOTEL

SYDNEY

9.00 - 9.30am PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

LEVEL 3 BALLROOM A LEVEL 2 ROOM 2

Community, Recreation and 
Urban Planning

Prof Paul James

UN Global Cities Programme

Parks and Leisure as Part of the 
Circle of Life

Playspace - Minor Award 
Finalists

QLD                                                         
NSW/ACT

9.30 - 10.00am PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Community, Recreation and 
Urban Planning

Melissa Gibbs

Centre for Local Government

Why Local Government Matters in 
Sense of Place and Participation

Playspace - Minor Award 
Finalists
SA/NT                                                      

VIC/TAS

10.00 - 10.30am PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Community, Recreation and 
Urban Planning

 Trevor Shilton and Jo Appleby 
Heart Foundation 

Designing Healthy and Active 
Communities

Playspace - Minor Award 
Finalists

WA                                              
Q&A All

10.30 - 11.00am                       MORNING TEA  -   TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

11.00 - 11.30am PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Management and Leadership

Kim Ellis
CEO

Botanic Gardens & Centennial 
Parklands

Leadership in Change – The Critical 
Role of Leaders in Providing Clarity 

During Organisational Change

Playspace - Major Award 
Finalists

QLD                                                         
NSW/ACT

11.30 - 12.00pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Management and Leadership

Andrew Leslie - NZRA
Kiri Pope – NZRA

Mark Bowater - Auckland City Council
Nigel Muir – Sport Tasman

Leadership Are You Ready For 
The Rapids. Panel Discussion

Playspace - Major Award 
Finalists
SA/NT                                                      

VIC/TAS

12.00 - 12.30pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Management and Leadership

 Andrew Leslie - NZRA

Kiri Pope – NZRA
Mark Bowater - Auckland City Council

Nigel Muir – Sport Tasman
Leadership Are You Ready For 
The Rapids. Panel Discussion

Playspace - Major Award 
Finalists

WA                                                   
Q&A All

12.30 - 1.30pm   LUNCH  -   EXHIBITION AREA

12.30 - 1.30pm BALLROOM A -  PARKS AND LEISURE AUSTRALIA ANNUAL

TUESDAY 27TH OCTOBER, 2015

8.00 - 9.00am Registration Desk Open and Morning Co!ee 
Level 3 in the Trade Exhibition Area

    



2015 PARKS AND LEISURE AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
25 -28  OCTOBER /  DAY 2

PRESENTATION PRESENTATION PRESENTATION

LEVEL 2 STATE ROOM LEVEL 2 ROOMS 3 & 4 LEVEL 2 ROOM 5 & 6

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Troy Mansell, Mathew Wilson and 

Greg Ewings

Greenlife Group,Total Irrigation
Designers, Cootamundra Shire Council

Overcoming the Challenges of Managing 
Public Open Space   

Stephen Comben

City of Whittlesea

Melbourne Markets Stormwater Harvesting 
Project    

SESSION CANCELLED

PRESENTATION PRESENTATION PRESENTATION

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Paul Taylor

Landmark Products

Recreational and Sporting Facilities, 
Featuring Mills Park - City of Gosnells

Fred Tilden

City of Sydney

Sustainable Sydney and the Balance of 
Quality, User Experiences and Expectations

Patrick Jess

City of Greater Bendigo

Active Living Census

PRESENTATION PRESENTATION PRESENTATION

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning Parks, Environment, Biodiversity and 
Conservation

Community, Recreation and Urban Planning

Sophie Golding  
City of Sydney

An Urban Ecology Approach Sees Humans, 
Nature and the City as Part of the Same 

Urban Ecosystem

Raewyn Broadfoot

Fit for Parks

City of Sydney
Community Gardens - Working Towards 

Greener and Healthy Future

Sally Jeavons

@leisurePlanners

A Gender Lens For Leisure

AFTERNOON TEA  -   TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

  

   DAY CLOSE
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TUESDAY
27 OCTOBER 2015

HILTON 
SYDNEY
HOTEL

SYDNEY

1.30 - 2.00pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

LEVEL 3 BALLROOM A LEVEL 2 ROOM 2

Management and Leadership

Mark Bowater

Auckland Council
Auckland Council Sports 

Field Capacity Development 
Programme

Research Award Finalists
QLD                                                         

NSW/ACT

2.00 - 2.30pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Management and Leadership

Steve  Pallas

Sports Community 

Empowering Community Sports 
Club Volunteers

Research Award Finalists
SA/NT                                                      

VIC/TAS

2.30 - 3.00pm PRESENTATION NATIONAL AWARD FINALISTS

Management and Leadership

 Gary Johnson

See Clearly Now 

Pool Super Vision: A Revolution 
in Lifeguarding

Research Award Finalists
WA                                                   

Q&A All

3.00 - 3.30pm                      AFTERNOON TEA  -   TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

BALLROOM A,  LEVEL 3

3.30 - 4.15pm KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Stuart O’Grady OAM

Former professional cyclist and gold medallist

Sponsored by: Greenlife Group Pty Ltd
  

4.15 - 5.00pm KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Dr Karl Kruszelnicki

An Answer Looking for a Question

Sponsored by: Gondwana Consulting

5.00 - 6.00pm TRADE EXHIBITION AREA

Drinks Hour

6.00pm   DAY CLOSE



2015 PARKS AND LEISURE AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
25 -28  OCTOBER /  DAY 3

Sponsored by AECOM

Sponsored by 202020 Vision

   

  

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
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WEDNESDAY
28 OCTOBER 2015

HILTON 
SYDNEY
HOTEL

SYDNEY

    

LEVEL 4 PLENARY ROOM

9.00 - 9.50am KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

Adam G Williams
Director Buildings and Places, AECOM, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

9.50 - 10.25am KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Ben Peacock 

Founder of  Republic of Everyone and Architect of the 202020 
Vision, a campaign to create 20% more green spaces in our urban 

areas by 2020.
  

10.25 - 10.35am CLOSING ADDRESS

11.00am - 5.00pm TECHNICAL TOURS COMMENCE

TOUR 1:

TOUR 2:

TOUR 3:

TOUR 4:

TOUR 5:

TOUR 6:

TOUR 7:

TOUR 8:

TOUR 9:

A Sustainable Sports Program in the Parklands

World Class Aquatic Facilities - Prince Alfred Park and Pool and 
Green Square Aquatic Centre

Community Gardens - Policy and Best Practice

Pyrmont Redevelopment Walking Tour combined with The Goods 
Line and ICC Precinct (International Convention Centre)

Sydney Park - Water Reuse and City Farm Projects

Managing Heritage Trees in a World City

Barangaroo Development

City of Sydney Open Museum and Public Art Collection

The Amazing Race!

Tour groups to meet on Level 4 at 11.00am sharp.

6.30pm - Late
PLA AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE, THE DOCKSIDE PAVILION, 

DARLING HARBOUR.  5 - 10 MINUTE WALK.
Sponsored by Greenlife Group and Toro Australia

WEDNESDAY 28TH OCTOBER, 2015

8.00 - 9.00am Registration Desk Open and Morning Co!ee, Level 4 


