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Recommendation Implementation 
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Council Recommendation Implementation 

2.5 years 

One-half year is allotted for the entry of reservations by 
Contracting Parties to the amending recommendation. 
 
The remaining two years for updating/translating other 
publications and databases, training, etc.  

Updating the Harmonized System 



Why to Amend the HS : 

 Technological progress 

 Changes in trade patterns 

 Clarification of texts  

 Environmental issues 

 Simplification 

 

Updating the Harmonized System 

  



UPDATING THE HS:  

 

What’s new? 
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This presentation is based on the  

HS 2017 ACCEPTED AMENDMENTS ! 

 

HS Contracting Parties had 6 months 

during which they could object to a 

recommended amendment. 

1 objection was received on the 

tropical wood name “imbuia” 

Accepted amendments 



Recommendation of  the Customs Cooperation 

Council  of  27 June 2014 concerning the 

Amendment of  the International Convention on 

the Harmonized Commodity Description and 

Coding System 

Quantitative Analysis : 

HS 2017 Amendments 
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General 

Customs Co-operation Council Recommendation of  27 June 2014 

This Recommendation is the sixth to amend the HS under the 

Article 16 procedure since the Council approved the HS Convention 

in 1983, though it is only the fifth to make major amendments to the 

HS.   

 

The Recommendation includes 233 sets of  accepted amendments, 

divided as follows :  

 agricultural sector 85  

 chemical sector 45  

 wood sector 13 

 textile sector 15  

 base metal sector 6  

 machinery sector 35  

 transport sector  8  

 other sectors 26 
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General 



General 

 Implemented in 1988  HS Codes : 5019 
 

 Amended in 1992   
 Mainly editorial   HS Codes : 5018 

 
 Amended in 1996 

 393  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5113 
 

 Amended in 2002 
 374  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5224 

 
 Amended in 2007 

 354  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5052 

 Amended in 2012 
 225  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5205 

  
 HS 2017 Amendments 

 233  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5367 
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General 

6-digit additions : 235 

6-digit deletions : 73 

6-digit net change :  + 162 

subheadings whose code 

number is unchanged 

though the scope has 

been modified 

200 

4-digit headings new : 1 96.20 

4-digit headings deleted : 3 [28.48]  

[69.08]  

[84.69] 
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CHAPTER 4. New Note 4 (b) 

CHAPTER 30.New Subheading Note 1 

CHAPTER 30.New Subheading Note 2 

CHAPTER 38.New Subheading Note 2 

CHAPTER 38.New Subheading Note 3 

CHAPTER 60.New Subheading Note 

CHAPTER 63.New Subheading Note 

CHAPTER 84. New Note 1 (g) 

CHAPTER 84. Note 8 (b) (renumbered 

9 (b)).  New Item (iv) 

CHAPTER 84. New Subheading Note 1 

CHAPTER 84. New Subheading Note 3 

CHAPTER 85. New Note 3 

CHAPTER 90. New Note 1 (l) 

CHAPTER 94. New Note 1 (l) 

CHAPTER 95. New Note 1 (u) 

14 new Legal Notes or Subheading 

Notes 

(not including many existing Notes for 

which part of  the text was modified) 

HS legal notes 



SOME ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS 

WERE ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL 

ON 11 JUNE 2015 

 

Contracting Parties are encouraged 

to apply these amendment as from 

1.1.2017 

 Further amendments  



General 

 Implemented in 1988  HS Codes : 5019 
 

 Amended in 1992   
 Mainly editorial   HS Codes : 5018 

 
 Amended in 1996 

 393  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5113 
 

 Amended in 2002 
 374  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5224 

 
 Amended in 2007 

 354  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5052 

 Amended in 2012 
 225  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5205 

  
 HS 2017 Amendments 

 233 + 9  sets of  amendments HS Codes : 5367 + 20 = 5387 
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General 

6-digit additions : 255 

6-digit deletions : 73 

6-digit net change :  + 182 

subheadings whose code 

number is unchanged 

though the scope has 

been modified 

200 

4-digit headings new : 1 96.20 

4-digit headings deleted : 3 [28.48]  

[69.08]  

[84.69] 

15 



The Harmonized System (HS) 

16 

• Structure (2012-edition) 
 

21 Sections 

–96 Chapters (97 → Chapter 77) 

• 1224  4-digit headings 

– 5205  6-digit subheadings 
 

 

• Structure (2017-edition) 
 

21 Sections 

–96 Chapters (97 → Chapter 77) 

• 1222  4-digit headings 

– 5387  6-digit subheadings 

 
280 4-digit headings not subdivided (00 – double zero) 
  37 4-digit headings no longer in use [ ] 

 

 
 

 



Amendments to the HS at the request of FAO 

HS 2017 Amendments 

On 29 March 2012, the Secretariat received a proposal from the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) 

to amend the Nomenclature in respect of fishery products, 

agricultural products, fertilisers, forestry products, as well as 

machinery and equipment used in agriculture 
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HS 2012  

HS 2017 Amendments  
AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

AND FERTILISERS (PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 

The scope covered by subheading 0301.93 is expanded to cover new families 
of carps.  
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HS 2017  

HS 2017 Amendments 
AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

AND FERTILISERS (PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 

The scope covered by subheading 0301.93 is expanded to cover new families 
of carps.  
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SA 2017  

New subheadings : 

0304.47 and 0304.48; 

 

Analogous amendment : 

0304.56, 0304.57, 

0304.96, 0304.97 

HS 2017 Amendments 
AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

AND FERTILISERS (PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

AND FERTILISERS (PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

HS 2017  

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=fao&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4f839OCxNqYBHM&tbnid=7z1FdeS-ElldrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fes.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FOrganizaci%25C3%25B3n_de_las_Naciones_Unidas_para_la_Alimentaci%25C3%25B3n_y_la_Agricultura&ei=Lfp0UZKeOIW-PM2NgdgK&bvm=bv.45512109,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGOBAJqd8NL8Yc4XDNRbEPEpB9kog&ust=1366707114172826
http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=fao&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=4f839OCxNqYBHM&tbnid=7z1FdeS-ElldrM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fes.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FOrganizaci%25C3%25B3n_de_las_Naciones_Unidas_para_la_Alimentaci%25C3%25B3n_y_la_Agricultura&ei=Lfp0UZKeOIW-PM2NgdgK&bvm=bv.45512109,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNGOBAJqd8NL8Yc4XDNRbEPEpB9kog&ust=1366707114172826


AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF DAIRY 

PRODUCTS. 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  



AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

AND FERTILISERS (PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017 

Creation of new subheadings for mandarines and clementines 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS, AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 

AND FERTILISERS (PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017 
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Clarification of the term “infant” (possible 

misalignement between Eng. and French) 

HS 2017 Amendments 



Clarification of the term “infant” (possible 

misalignement between Eng. and French) 

HS 2017 Amendments 



Clarification of the term “infant” (possible 

misalignement between Eng. and French) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  



Clarification of the term “infant” (possible 

misalignement between Eng. and French) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

HS 2017 



“Infant” 

Example 

 

Classification of  a “follow-up formula” 
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Amendment of heading 22.02 (proposal by Japan) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  
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Amendment of heading 22.02 (proposal by Japan) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  
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Amendment of heading 22.04 (proposal by  

OIV : International Organization of Wine) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  
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Amendment of heading 22.06 (proposal by Japan) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  



Amendment of heading 22.06 (proposal by Japan) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  



Amendments to the Chapter 27 to reflect also  

ISO methods (proposal from the EU) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

ASTM International, formerly known as American 

Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM), a leader 

in voluntary standards.   

ISO (International Organization for 

Standardization) , with more than 

19.500 standards.   



HS 2017 Amendments 

4.- For the purposes of subheading 2710.12, “light oils and 

preparations” are those of which 90 % or more by volume 

(including losses) distil at 210 C (ASTM D 86 method).". 

Amendments to the Chapter 27 to reflect also  

ISO methods 

Chapter 27 

Subheading Note 4 

Heading 27.07 

2707.50 -  Other aromatic hydrocarbon mixtures of which 
65 % or more by volume (including losses) distils 
at 250 C by the ASTM D 86 method 

HS 2012  



HS 2017 Amendments 

4.- For the purposes of subheading 2710.12, “light oils and 

preparations” are those of which 90 % or more by volume 

(including losses) distil at 210 C according to the ISO 3405 

method (equivalent to the ASTM D 86 method).". 

2707.50 -  Other aromatic hydrocarbon mixtures of which 
65 % or more by volume (including losses) distils 
at 250 C by the ISO 3405 method (equivalent to 
the ASTM D 86 method)". 

HS 2017  

Amendments to the Chapter 27 to reflect also  

ISO methods 

Chapter 27 

Subheading Note 4 

Heading 27.07 



Deletion of heading 28.48 due to the low volume of 

trade 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

Note 7 to Chapter 28. 

 

Heading 28.48 includes copper phosphide (phosphor copper) 

containing more than 15 % by weight of phosphorus. 



Deletion of heading 28.48 due to the low volume of 

trade 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  
HS 2017  

Note 7 to Chapter 28. 

 

Heading 28.48 28.53 includes copper phosphide (phosphor 

copper) containing more than 15 % by weight of phosphorus. 



New subheading 2914.62 for Coenzyme Q10 

(request by China) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  
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New subheading 2932.14 for Sucralose (request by 

China) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  



Amendments to the Nomenclature (Request by the 

Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 

Weapons, OPCW) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

On 23 April 2010, the OPCW formally requested that subheadings for 

the 33 (thirty-three) most traded scheduled chemicals be included in 

the 2017 amendments to the Harmonized System (HS).   

Effective controls and the ability to monitor 

transfers in scheduled chemicals can only be 

achieved if scheduled chemicals being traded 

are identified by Customs. 
 



HS 2017  
HS 2017  



HS 2017  

HS 2017  



Amendments to the HS Nomenclature in respect of 

“anti-malarial commodities" (Proposal by the US) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

On 17 May 2011, the Secretariat received a letter from the United States 

regarding possible amendments to the HS Nomenclature in order to 

facilitate trade in respect of "Anti-Malarial Commodities".   

Nearly one-half of the world's 

population lives at risk of malaria.   

An estimated 243 million cases of the 

disease occur worldwide each year, 

claiming some 860,000 lives annually.  



Antimalarial commodities 

The HS 2017 amendment aims at detailed 

information for several categories of  products that 

are used as antimalarial commodities, namely,  

1. Long Lasting Insecticidal Nets (LLIN),  

2. Antimalarial pharmaceuticals,  

3. Insecticides for Indoor Residual Spraying (IIRS),  

4. Rapid Diagnostic Test Kits (RDT), and  

This will facilitate customs classification and entry 

of  these life-saving products into commerce. 

This WHO map (2010) gives an 

indication about malaria risk zones 



Antimalarial pharmaceuticals 

New Subheadings : 
 
3003.60  -  Other, containing antimalarial active 

principles described in Subheading Note 
2 to this Chapter 

 
3004.60 -  Other, containing antimalarial active 

principles described in Subheading Note 
2 to this Chapter  

   

 



HS 2017  



HS 2017  



HS 2017  



HS 2017  



HS 2017 Amendments 

On 29 September 2011, the Secretariat received a note from the 

RC Secretariat for assigning separate HS codes, to several 

compounds included in Annex III of the RC (pesticides).   

Paragraph 1 of article 13 of RC provides that the Conference of the 

Parties shall encourage the WCO to assign specific HS custom codes 

to the individual chemicals listed in Annex III. 

Amendments to the HS in respect of new 

chemicals listed in Annex III to the Rotterdam 

Convention (request by the Rotterdam Convention 

Secretariat) 



ALACHLOR 

2924.25 

ALDICARB 

2930.60 

HS 2017 Amendments 

Amendments to the HS in respect of new 

chemicals listed in Annex III to the Rotterdam 

Convention (request by the Rotterdam Convention 

Secretariat) 

HS 2017 

AZINPHOS METHYL 

2933.92 



HS 2017 Amendments 

Amendments to the HS in respect of new 

chemicals listed in Annex III to the Rotterdam 

Convention (request by the Rotterdam Convention 

Secretariat) 



HS 2017 Amendments 

On 27 May 2010, the Secretariat received a letter from the 

Stockholm Convention (SC) Secretariat (United Nations 

Environmental Program) on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

(POPs).   

Amendments to the HS in respect of certain 

Persistent Organic Pollutants “POPs” (request by the 

Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention) 



HS 2017 Amendments 

POPs are toxic organic compounds that resist 

degradation and accumulate in the food-chain.   

They can be transported over long distances in the 

atmosphere, resulting in widespread distribution  

across the earth.   

Amendments to the HS in respect of certain 

Persistent Organic Pollutants “POPs” (request by the 

Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention) 



HS 2017  



HS2017  

Modificaciones al SA 2017 
Modificaciones del SA solicitados tanto por la Convención 

de Rotterdam y la de Estocolmo 

ENDOSULFAN 

2920.30 

//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Endosulfan.svg


Amendments to the HS in respect of certain 

narcotic substances (proposal by the UN 

International Narcotics Control Board) 

HS 2017 Amendments 

On 4 October 2011, the Secretariat received a letter from the United 

Nations International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) stating that despite 

the control measures, traffickers continue to circumvent controls of raw 

ephedrine, pseudoephedrine and norephedrine by increased diversion of 

pharmaceutical preparations (without specific HS codes) containing 

these substances.   

http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=incb&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QZJ_xS5ssMuh8M&tbnid=uVqA9MoOic97bM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.droganews.it%2Fnews%2F317%2FIl_Report_INCB_2009%2C_raccomanda_ai_Governi_maggior.html&ei=1Qs6UYWiMcPsOvD7gOgP&bvm=bv.43287494,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNHHPCZit29wFa7HKUcxav8mw3Jkdg&ust=1362845001125451


HS 2017  

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Illustration_Ephedra_distachya0.jpg
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HS2017  

a-Phenylacetonitrile 

A pre-precursor 

Amendments to the HS in respect of certain 

narcotic substances (proposal by the UN 

International Narcotics Control Board) 

HS 2017 Amendments 
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Amendments to the HS in respect of “alkaloids” 

HS 2017 Amendments 

At the 43 Session of the RSC (April 2012), several delegates 

reminded that the current text of heading 29.39 reflected only 

VEGETAL alkaloids for historical reasons.  
 

Heading as been modified to cover all type of Alkaloids in heading 

29.39 (e.g., fungi, animal).   



HS 2012 



HS 2017 



HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

Amendments to subheading 3002.10 

(request by Switzerland)  



Amendments to subheading 3002.10 

(request by Switzerland)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  



Amendments to subheading 3002.10 

(request by Switzerland)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  



Amendments to heading 37.05 

(low volume of trade)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  



Amendments to heading 37.05 

(low volume of trade)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  



Amendments to heading 38.12 

(request by the EU)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

TMQ*, a rubber additive with outstanding 

properties in heat and oxygen protection 

* 2,2,4-trimethyl-1,2-dihydroquinoline 



HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  

Amendments to heading 38.12 

(request by the EU)  



Amendments to heading 39.01 

(request by the EU)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/LLDPE.jpg


HS 2017 Amendments 

Amendments to heading 39.07 

(request by the EU)  

HS 2017  
HS 2012 

To produce packaging grade polymers (e.g., bottles) from PET, a “viscosity number” of 78 ml/g 
and higher would be needed whereas polyesters of lower viscosity were used for the production 
of fibres and films. 



HS 2017 Amendments 

Amendments to heading 39.07 

(request by the EU)  

HS 2017  

To produce packaging grade polymers (e.g., bottles) from PET, a “viscosity number” of 78 ml/g 
and higher would be needed whereas polyesters of lower viscosity were used for the production 
of fibres and films. 



HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

MDI (Poly(methylene phenyl isocyanate), a 

prepolymer for the preparation of 

polyurethanes with a high volume of trade 

(20 billion US dollars/2012). 

Amendments to heading 39.09 

(request by the EU)  



HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

HS 2017  

MDI (Poly(methylene phenyl isocyanate), a 

prepolymer for the preparation of 

polyurethanes with a high volume of trade 

(20 billion US dollars/2012). 

Amendments to heading 39.09 

(request by the EU)  



HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

Amendments to heading 40.11 

(request by the EU)  
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HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  

References to the “herring-bone” or the rim size 

have been suppressed in order to better reflect the 

reality of trade. 

Amendments to heading 40.11 

(request by the EU)  
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HS 2012 

CHAPTER 44 

SUBHEADING NOTE 2  

HS 2017 Amendments 
AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS (PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 
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HS 2017 

HS 2017 Amendments 
AMENDMENTS TO THE HS IN RESPECT OF 

FISHERY PRODUCTS (PROPOSAL BY THE FAO). 

Subheading Note 2 to Chapter 44 is deleted. 

There are many more tropical woods to be listed….in the Explanatory Notes 
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SA 2017 
.  

Se añaden mas maderas tropicales…en Notas Explicativas 

HS 2017 Amendments 
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HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  

*INBAR : International Network for Bamboo and Rattan 

. 

Amendments to heading 44.18 

(request by INBAR*)  

HS 2017  



44.01   Fuel wood, in logs, in billets, in twigs, in faggots or in similar forms; 
wood in chips or particles; sawdust and wood waste and scrap, whether 
or not agglomerated in logs, briquettes, pellets or similar forms. 

  - Fuel wood, in logs, in billets, in twigs, in faggots or in similar forms 

  4401.11 - - Coniferous 

  4401.12 - - Non-coniferous 

    - Wood in chips or particles : 

  4401.21 - - Coniferous 

  4401.22 - - Non-coniferous 

    - Sawdust and wood waste and scrap, agglomerated in logs, briquettes, 
pellets or similar forms : 

  4401.31 - - Wood pellets 

  4401.39 - - Other 

  4401.40 - Sawdust and wood waste and scrap, not agglomerated  





HS 2017  

Amendment to reflect the development of propylene fibres, the most 

important regarding the manufacture of fibres, and cellulose acetate 

fibres.  

Amendments to headings 54.02, 55.02 and 55.06 

(request by the EU) 

HS 2017 Amendments 



Modificaciones al SA 2017 
Mergin of headings 69.07 and 69.08 

HS 2012  



Merging of 69.07 and 69.08 

69.07 Ceramic flags and paving, hearth or wall tiles; ceramic 

mosaic cubes and the like, whether or not on a backing; 

finishing ceramics. 

  - Flags and paving, hearth or wall tiles, other than those 

of subheadings 6907.30 and 6907.40 : 

6907.21 -- Of a water absorption coefficient by weight not 

exceeding 0.5 % 

6907.22 -- Of a water absorption coefficient by weight 

exceeding 0.5 % but not exceeding 10 % 

6907.23 -- Of a water absorption coefficient by weight 

exceeding 10 % 

6907.30 - Mosaic cubes and the like, other than those of 

subheading 6907.40 

6907.40 - Finishing ceramics 

Trade pattern / Heading 69.08 deleted 



Amendments to heading 84.15 

(request by Japan)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

Amendments to clarify the classification of certain ceiling or floor types air 

conditioning machines in subheading 8415.10.   

SA 2012  



Amendments to heading 84.15 

(request by Japan)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

SA 2017  

Amendments to clarify the classification of certain ceiling or floor types air 

conditioning machines in subheading 8415.10.  Scope of this heading is expanded   



HS 2017  

Deletion of heading 84.69 

Following deletion of  heading 84.69 



HS 2012 

* LED: Light-Emitting Diode 

AMENDMENT TO HEADING 85.39  

(Proposal by the EU)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

CLASIFICATION OF  

“LED* LAMPS” (HS 2012) 



AMENDMENT OF HEADING 85.39  

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2012  
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AMENDMENT OF HEADING 85.39  

HS 2017 Amendments 

 

HS 2017  
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Amendments to heading 90.06 

(low volume of trade)  

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  



Creation of a new heading 96.20 for monopods, 

bipods and tripods 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  



Creation of a new heading 96.20 for monopods, 

bipods and tripods 

HS 2017 Amendments 

HS 2017  

HS 2017  



Is a selfie stick a monopod ? 
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