
 
Charlie Bartsch is Senior Advisor for Economic Development to EPA Assistant 
Administrator Mathy Stanislaus, charged with promoting inter-agency and public-private 
financing partnerships to spur land revitalization and site reuse.  Among his other duties 
at EPA, he works closely with the EPA-DOT-HUD Partnership for Sustainable 
Communities, advises the Office of Brownfields and Land Revitalization on area-wide 
planning and auto communities revitalization financing strategies, and is taking a 
leading role in developing the agency’s EJ2014 strategy, addressing equitable 
development concerns in environmental justice communities.  He also has been an EPA 
point person on the White House “Strong Cities/Strong Communities” recovery initiative, 
and on the Joint Initiative on Urban Sustainability Initiative with Brazil. .  
 
Prior to his appointment at EPA, he was Senior Fellow at ICF International, where he 
served as ICF’s brownfields and smart growth policy expert.  Before that, he was 
Director of Brownfield Studies at the Northeast-Midwest Institute in Washington DC, a 
public policy center affiliated with the bi-partisan Northeast-Midwest Congressional and 
Senate Coalitions.   
 
Over the past twenty years, his focus has been on brownfield and community 
redevelopment/reuse strategies and financing, and he is recognized as one of the 
nation’s leading authorities on these issues.  He has provided training and technical 
assistance support in more than 200 communities in over 40 states.  He has written 
numerous reports and other publications on these issues, including the pioneering 
Coming Clean for Economic Development; New Life for Old Buildings; Coping with 
Contamination:  Industrial Site Reuse and Urban Redevelopment; and two annual 
reference resources, Brownfields "State of the States" and the Guide to Federal 
Brownfield Programs.  He most recently co-authored Financing Strategies for 
Brownfield Cleanup and Redevelopment, Recycling America's Gas Stations, and 
Financing Renewable Energy Projects on Contaminated Properties – Strategies and 
Options.  Charlie often testifies before Congress on issues of economic development, 
most recently on HUD brownfield financing innovations and brownfield tax incentives.   
 
Prior to his service at EPA, he was chair of the National Brownfield Association's 
Advisory Board, chair of GroundworksUSA, and on the editorial board for the Bureau of 
National Affairs.  In 2001, he received the International Economic Development 
Council's Chairman's Award for Outstanding Service for ten years of work on brownfield 
policies and legislation. 
 
Charlie received his Master’s in Urban Policy and Planning from the University of 
Illinois-Chicago, and his B.A. in political science from North Central College in 
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