
AGENDA—THURSDAY, JULY 23 

8:00AM CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST/REGISTRATION 

8:30AM WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION—Gene Talmadge, AEP President 

9:00AM SESSION 1: THE LEGISLATIVE ORIGINS OF CEQA               AICP—0.5 
Panelist will provide recollections from the “early days” of CEQA and its legislative and regulatory origins.  

Moderator:  Kent Norton, LSA Associates   Panelists: Mike Peroni, The Altum Group 
              Nona Dennis, Retired Conservationist 
              Michael Brandman, The Brandman Group 

9:30AM SESSION 2: WHO LET THE ECATS OUT?                 AICP—1.0 
This session will highlight the work of the “Enhanced CEQA Action Team” (ECAT) formed several years ago by  
AEP and APACA to work with the legislature on positive amendments to CEQA, including the ideas and challenges encountered. 

Moderator:  Nisha Chauhan Been, AICP   Panelists:  Terry Rivasplata, AICP, ICF International 
   Rincon Consultants        Curtis Alling, AICP, Ascent Environmental 

10:30AM BREAK 

10:45AM SACRAMENTO GAME OF PAWNS                  AICP—0.25 
Presentation on the mood in Sacramento regarding CEQA and the most plausible or possible avenues and likelihood  
of reform in the coming years. 

Presenter:  Will Gonzalez, Gonzalez, Quintana & Hunter / AEP Lobbyist 

11:00AM SESSION 3: WE’RE WITH THE GOVERNMENT                AICP—1.0 
This panel is comprised of a variety of local government representative who will share their thoughts on the most  
needed changes to CEQA from the local lead agency perspective. 

Moderator:  Cindy Van Empel, City of Modesto  Panelists:  Sarah Jones, City of San Francisco 
              Nash Gonzalez, AICP, Santa Clara County 
              Steve Hackney, AICP, Colusa County  

12:00PM LUNCH—KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Ken Alex, Sr. Policy Advisor, Office of Planning and Research      AICP—0.75 

VISIT WWW.CALIFAEP.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION! 



AGENDA—FRIDAY, JULY 24 

8:00AM CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST/REGISTRATION 

8:30AM WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION—Gene Talmadge, AEP President 

9:00AM SESSION 6: CEQA SPEED DATING                        AICP—1.5/MCLE—1.0 
Panelist will provide their best short and long-term ideas on CEQA reform .  

Moderator:  Peter Masson, CRA World/ GHD  Panelists: Sarah Owsowitz, Best Best & Krieger, LLP 
              Gary Jakobs, AICP, Ascent Environmental 
              Brian Boxer, AICP, ESA  
              Jason Brandman, FirstCarbon Solutions 
              Brian Mooney, AICP, Rick Engineering 
              Betty Dehoney, CEP, HDR 
              Brian Smith, AICP,  
              Michelle Ouellette, Best Best & Krieger, LLP 

10:00AM BREAK 

10:15AM SESSION 7: CEQA PERSPECTIVES FROM NGOS AND ACADEMIA               AICP—1.25 
Panelists from academia and non-governmental organizations share their ideas on CEQA reform from the viewpoint of the “ivory tower”  
or from their particular niche in the CEQA process/landscape. 

Moderator:  Laura Kaufman, Envicom Corp  Panelists:  Trevor Macenski, UC Davis/Stantec 
              Maggie Townsley, UC Davis/ICF International 
              Morgan Wyenn, Natural Resource Defense Council 
              Ingrid Brodstrom, Center on Race, Poverty, and the Environment 

11:30AM GROUP DISCUSSION—STICKY PICK             
Vote on Best Short-Term and Long-Term Ideas for Taking CEQA Forward      

12:00PM LUNCH—KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Nancy Skinner, Former California Assemblymember             AICP—0.75 

1:00PM WHERE HAVE ALL THE FLOWERS GONE?  
Small group breakout discussions to determine best short-term and long-term ideas for taking CEQA Forward. 

3:00PM CLOSING 

1:00PM SESSION 4: I CAN SEE YOUR POINT                                  AICP—1.0/MCLE—1.0 
Conservation groups and building industry representatives discuss changes to CEQA from their unique perspectives  
and experiences.  

Moderator:  Leann Taagepera     Panelists:  Susan Brandt-Hawley, Brandt-Hawley Law Group 
   Leann Taagepera Environmental Planning   Terry Watt, AICP, Terrell Watt Planning Consultants 
              Larry Kennings, LAK Associates 
              Nick Cammarota, California Building Industry Association 

2:00PM SESSION 5: DON’T FORGET ABOUT   
 Representatives from Native American tribes and water agencies explain their unique needs and goals regarding CEQA reform. 

Moderator:   John Kinsey      Panelists:  Mike DeSpain, Mechoopda Tribe 
   Wagner, Jones, Helsey, PC       Anna Hoover, Pechenga Tribe  

3:30PM BREAK 

3:45PM YOU TALKIN’ TO ME?  
Attendees can direct questions to specific presenters on previous panels regarding CEQA reform. 

Moderator:  Peter Masson, CRA World/GHD 

4:15PM GROUP BREAKOUTS  AND DISCUSSION - Best Short-Term and Long-Term Ideas for Taking CEQA Forward 

5:30PM WINE AND CHEESE RECEPTION 

AGENDA—THURSDAY, JULY 23 (CON’T) 
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