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The Australian Government’s approach 

We are guided by the Government’s policy on international aviation, 
which is to: 

•  Recognise aviation’s importance to tourism and the broader 
economy 

•  Increase liberalisation while protecting the national interest 

•  Support the entry of Australian airlines into foreign markets 

•  Ensure we have capacity necessary to meet future demand 

The Government remains committed to liberalising our air services 
arrangements in a manner that meet the needs of all Australian 
stakeholders.  
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Snapshot of the Australian market 
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In the 12 months to May 2017… 

38.5  
million 

 
 

6.8% 

1.04  
million 
tonnes 

4.5% 

Source: International Airline Activity – May 2017, Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics 

58 
Airlines 



Liberalisation – where are we up to 
•  Progress depends on negotiation 
•  Divergent attitudes on pace and extent of 

liberalisation 
•  Multilateral agreement is under discussion, but no 

immediate prospect of an outcome 
•  Australia will continue to pursue gains through our 

bilateral arrangements consistent with market needs 
and as opportunities arise 
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Ownership and control 
•  International airlines are commonly designated 

based on ‘substantial ownership and effective 
control’ 

•  Reinforced by domestic regulations  
•  Agreements are gradually transitioning to 

‘incorporation and principal place of business’ 
•  Allow greater flexibility and freer access to capital in 

future 
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QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION 
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