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Overview of WMLS III 

• The previous version of the test, WMLS R was released in 
2005.  

• The revisions for this new edition better align with the way 
users assess Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing 

• The revisions also provide tests in both foundational skills 
and functional knowledge for each of the main areas 
assessed. 

• The Comprehension cluster was built to create a cross-
domain cluster composed of functional skills in listening 
comprehension and reading comprehension. 
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Overview of WMLS III 

Provides a broad sampling of academic language 

proficiency in the areas of: 

– Listening   Oral Language 

– Speaking   Reading-Writing 

– Reading   Comprehension   

– Writing 

– English or Spanish Language Ability 

 

 

What’s New About the WMLS III? 

• Includes 8 tests 

• Appropriate for use with ages 3 through 22 years of 

age 

• Offers 2 forms in English and 1 form in Spanish 

• Links to WJ IV for comprehensive evaluations 

• Provides online scoring and reporting 

• Improves cluster composition to better measure 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing domains 

Primary Uses of the WMLS III 

• Determine language proficiency (English/Spanish) 

• Determine oral language dominance  (English/Spanish) 

• Monitor growth or change in language ability 

• Determine eligibility for bilingual education/ESL services 

• Assess readiness for English-only instruction 

Determine language proficiency (English/Spanish) 

 

• Each form of the WMLS III measures aspects of language 
proficiency that emerge and become distinctive with formal 
schooling- CALP 

• CALP is the Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency Level 
– This includes listening, speaking, reading, and writing about subject area 

content material. This level of language learning is essential for students 
to succeed in school. Students need time and support to become 
proficient in academic areas. This usually takes from five to seven years 

• CALP is sometimes confused with BICS- Basic Interpersonal 
Communication Skills 
– It is the day-to-day language needed to interact socially with other 

people. This is not cognitively demanding. These language skills usually 
develop within six months to two years after arrival in the U.S. 
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Problems arise when teachers and administrators think that a child is 
proficient in a language when they demonstrate good social English.  
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Determine Oral Language Dominance  
(English/Spanish) 
 

• When both English and Spanish are administered, an 
examinee’s performance in both languages can be compared 
to determine language dominance. 

• The CLI- Comparative Language Index compares the 
performance on tasks for both languages. 

• The CLI is presented in a fraction- the numerator is the 
Spanish RPI and the denominator is the English RPI 
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Monitor growth or change in language ability 

 

• You can use the two forms of the WMLS III English to 
periodically monitor progress of a student.  

• W scores will provide some progress monitoring scores to 
measure language development over time.  

• w Scores: 

– The online scoring program converts raw scores into w scores- 
Rasch logit scores 

– The W scare for each test is centered around 500, which has been 
determined as the approximate average performance of a 10 year-
old 

– Cluster scores are the average of the W scores in that cluster 
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Determine eligibility for bilingual education/ESL 
services 
 

• Four things to keep in mind: 

– When assessing a student’s language proficiency, it is important the 
assessment tool measures academic language. This is a better 
indicator of how a student will do in the classroom. 

– The test should provide sufficient content representation across the 
language domains of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Tests 
that only assess a small sub-set of these skills or that only screen these 
areas are not providing enough information. 

– The test needs to be meaningful for the purpose of the assessment. 
Norm-referenced tests describe an examinee’s position in a distribution, 
but the do not describe the likelihood of success in an English-only 
classroom and their language proficiency levels. 

– The test needs to be valid.  
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WMLS III Test Components 

• Test Book 

• Test Record  

• Response Booklet  

• Downloadable audio 

recording 

• Comprehensive Manual 

• Secure access to online 

scoring and reporting 

program 

Online Scoring and Reporting Program 

• Included with purchase of test records 

 

• Provides access to the audio file needed for the 

Oral Comprehension test 
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Organization 

WMLS III Tests in English and Spanish 

English   

1. Analogies 

2. Oral Comprehension 

3. Picture Vocabulary 

4. Oral Language Expression 

5. Letter-Word Identification 

6. Passage Comprehension 

7. Dictation 

8. Written Language Expression 

 

Spanish 

1. Analogías 

2. Comprensión oral 

3. Vocabulario sobre dibujos 

4. Expresión de lenguaje oral 

5. Identificación de letras y palabras 

6. Comprensión de textos 

7. Dictado 

8. Expresión de lenguaje escrito                       

WMLS III Structure 

• Designed to provide 2 tests for each language domain—one 

test of basic or foundational skills and one test of skill 

application or functional skills: 

– Listening 

– Speaking 

– Reading  

– Writing 

• The Comprehension cluster is designed to measure functional 

skills in listening comprehension and reading comprehension 

Tests of Basic Skills 

1. Analogies / Analogías 

3. Picture Vocabulary / Vocabulario sobre dibujos 

5. Letter-Word Identification / Identificación de letras y palabras 

7. Dictation / Dictado 

Tests of Applied Skills 

2. Oral Comprehension / Comprensión oral 

4. Oral Language Expression / Expresión de lenguaje oral 

6. Passage Comprehension / Comprensión de textos 

8. Written Language Expression / Expresión de lenguaje escrito 

WMLS III Selective Table: English  
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WMLS III Selective Table: Spanish 

Getting Ready to Test 

Before Testing 

• Familiarize yourself with test administration  

• Practice administration 

• Review Chapter 8 in Comprehensive Manual 
• Practice Exercises 

• Examiner Checklists 

• Assemble testing materials in advance 

• Arrange setting (e.g., appropriate-sized furniture) 

• Establish rapport 
• Complete Identifying Information on Test Record 

• Complete Language Background Information (optional) 

• Complete Academic Language Exposure (optional) 

 

Complete Identifying Information Section 

Can be done prior to testing or during rapport building 

Complete Language Background Information Section 

Optional: Provides important 
qualitative information. 

Complete Academic Language Exposure Section 

Optional: Provides important 
qualitative information. 
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During Testing 

• Strive for brisk administration 

• Establish basal and ceiling for Tests 1-7 

• Follow continuation instructions for Test 8 (Written Language 

Expression) 

General Administration Points 

• Do not penalize for mispronunciations due to articulation errors, 

dialect variations, or regional speech patterns. 

 

 

• Tests may be administered in any order, but typically are given in 

numeric sequence. 

 

• Review Chapter 3 of the Comprehensive Manual for guidance 

on accommodations and modifications that may be needed. 

 

 

 

 

English or Spanish Responses 

When testing in English, accept only English responses. 

If a response is given in a different language, say: Tell me in 

English. 

 

When testing in Spanish, accept only Spanish responses. 

If a response is given in a different language, say: Dime [Dígame] 

en español. 

After Testing  Provides important qualitative information. 

Subtests & Clusters 

Listening / Escuchar 

• Composed of 2 tests: 

– Test 1: Analogies / Analogías 

– Test 2: Oral Comprehension / Comprensión oral 

 

• Provides an aggregate measure of linguistic 

knowledge and comprehension 
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Test 1: Analogies                                             
  Analogías 
 

• A measure of oral language that requires verbal 

reasoning to comprehend and complete a logical word 

relationship. 

 

• Begin with Sample Items for all examinees.  

   

• Items may be repeated upon request.   

  

• Basal 6 / Ceiling 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Test 1: Analogies 

Samples are used to insure examinee understands the task. 

Follow the error or no response directions carefully. 

Test 1: Analogies 

Use proper phrasing when 

presenting each item. 

Follow directions if no 

response after 15 seconds. 

Test 1: Analogies 
Complete queries 
as indicated. 

When a two or more word response is given, request a one-

word response unless otherwise indicated in the key. 

Test 2: Oral Comprehension 
   Comprensión oral 

• A measure of oral language that requires listening, 

comprehension, and verbal reasoning 

 

• Download the audio file from the online scoring and 

reporting program prior to testing 

 

• Recommend use of headphones 

 

• Do not repeat or replay any test items 

 

• Basal 6 / Ceiling 6 

 

• Begin with Samples A and B for all examinees 

 

 

 

 

 

Test 2: Oral Comprehension 

Samples A and B are administered orally. Use the 

audio recording for Samples C, D, and all test items. 

Don’t 

forget 
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Test 2: Oral Comprehension 

Choose an appropriate starting point and locate the correct 

track. 

Do not forget to download the audio recording from the online 

scoring and reporting program prior to testing. 

Test 2: Oral Comprehension 

Do not repeat or replay any items. 

Test 2: Oral Comprehension 

Do not repeat or replay any items. 

Test 2: Oral Comprehension Pause recording if more 

response time is needed. 

Complete queries 
as indicated. 

Speaking / Hablar 

• Composed of 2 tests: 

– Test 3: Picture Vocabulary / Vocabulario sobre dibujos 

– Test 4: Oral Language Expression / Expresión de lenguaje 

oral 

 

• Provides an aggregate measure of lexical knowledge 

and oral expression of language 

Test 3: Picture Vocabulary                         
   Vocabulario sobre dibujos 
 

• Measures oral language and lexical knowledge 

• Basal 6 / Ceiling 6   (test by complete pages) 

• Choose an appropriate starting point 

• Complete queries as needed 

• Point to the specific part of the picture when indicated 
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Test 3: Picture Vocabulary 

Because stimuli are visible to the examinee, 

testing is done by complete pages. 

Test 3: Picture Vocabulary 

For estimated ability at the preschool level, 

begin with Sample A. 

Test 3: Picture Vocabulary 

Early items require 

pointing or naming 

common objects. 

Test 3: Picture Vocabulary 

A few more early items. 

Test 3: Picture Vocabulary 

Grade 2-4 

Start Point 

Items. 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression             
    Expresión de lenguaje oral 
 
• Measures the ability to use connected discourse to 

communicate orally 

 

• Basal 6 / Ceiling 6   (test by complete pages when 

visual stimuli are presented to the examinee) 

 

• Items may be repeated when requested 

 

• Review the reminders that may be given only once 

during the test 
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Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

Early items require a response to a question about a picture. 

What do people do with this? 

What do you see in these pictures? 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

Early items require a response to a question about a picture. 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

Later items require the examinee to provide a complete 

sentence that uses a word or words specified. 

If a picture is part of the 

item, the response must 

include the stimulus 

word(s) and use the 

picture as a prompt. 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

These reminders may be given only once during the test. 

Score the item 0 when giving any of these reminders. 

• Remember, do not change the word (words) in any way. 

• Remember to give me a complete sentence. 

• Remember to use the word (words) in one sentence. 

• Remember to use all the words. 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

Score these example responses: 

• There is a ladder in the picture. 

• The man is on a ladder. 

• The man is painting the wall. 

1 
1 
0 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

Use the word truck in a complete 

sentence that tells about the picture. Do 

not change the word in any way. Truck. 

Score these example responses: 

• It is a blue truck. 

• This is an 18 wheeler. 

• I love trucks. 

 

 

 

1 
0 
0 
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Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

Items 26 through 56 (28 through 52 in Spanish) do not 

include a picture. The examinee must use the words 

presented to form a complete sentence.  

Note: The words may be repeated whenever the examinee requests. 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

If you heard the following response, what should you do? 

 
Stimulus words: 

 

Response:   The strategy focuses on effective outcomes. 

You would score the item 0 and say, Remember 

do not change the words in any way. 

 

This reminder can be given only once during 

the test. The next time a stimulus word is 

changed, just score the item 0. 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

If you heard the following response, what should you do? 

 
Stimulus words: 

 

Response:   Tensions were taunt between the friends. 

You would score the item 0 because the examinee 

does not understand the meaning of the word “taunt.”  

Reading / Leer 

• Composed of 2 tests: 

– Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

– Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

 

• Provides a measure of reading achievement 

Test 5: Letter-Word Identification                                  
   Identificación de letras y palabras 

• Measures the ability to identify letters and words 

 

• Basal 6 / Ceiling 6   (test by complete pages) 

 

• Words must be pronounced smoothly as a whole word to 

receive credit. Sounding words out is permitted, but the 

final response must be pronounced as a whole word. 

• Provide reminder one time only: First read the word 

silently and then say the whole word smoothly. 

 

Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

Early items require pointing 

to a matching letter. 
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Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

Other items require pointing 

to a letter the examiner says. 

Point to the R. 

Other items require the 

examinee to provide the 

name of the letter. 

Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

Grade 1 Start Point Items: 

  

Point to the word dog. 

 

 

Point to the word pan. 

Slowly, examinees are required to start identifying words. 

Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

Finally, reading is required. 

Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

Items 21-76 (12-70 in 

Spanish) require the 

examinee to read the 

word aloud. Words 

increase in difficulty. 

Do not tell examinee 

any words. 

Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

Pronunciation guidance is provided 

for the words beginning with Item 63 

(42 in Spanish).   

 

Examiners must know the correct 

pronunciation of all the words prior to 

testing. Consult a dictionary. 

Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

Additional reminders in the Test Book 
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Test 6: Passage Comprehension      
   Comprensión de textos 
 

• Measures the ability to read and comprehend text 

 

• Basal 6 / Ceiling 6   (test by complete pages) 

 

• Passages are to be read silently. Provide reminder to 

read silently, but do not insist if examinee persists in 

reading orally or subvocalizing. 

 

• Do not tell examinee any words on this test 

 

Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

Early items require a pointing response. 

Look at these pictures. 
Point to the one that 
says bus. 

Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

Look at this word. Point 
to the picture this word 
tells about. 

Other early items require recognizing a 

word by pointing to a picture. 

Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

Items require reading a 

passage and providing an 

appropriate word that goes in 

the blank space. 

Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

The picture prompts then go 

away and no clues are given 

as difficulty increases. 
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Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

Items increase in length and difficulty. 

Writing / Escribir 

• Composed of 2 tests: 

– Test 7: Dictation / Dictado 

– Test 8: Written Language Expression / Expresión de lenguaje 

escrito 

 

• Provides a measure of written language achievement 

Test 7: Dictation    
   Dictado 
 

• Measures written language skills 

 

• Basal 6 / Ceiling 6   

 

• Use the Response Booklet as directed 

 

• Items may be repeated, but do not spell any words for 

the examinee on this test 

 

Test 7: Dictation    
  Early items require drawing 

after a demonstration, tracing 

letters, and copying letters. 

 

Control the pencil during these 

early items. Give the 

examinee the pencil after 

demonstrating the item. 

Collect the pencil after 

examinee completes each 

item (Items 1-5).  

Test 7: Dictation    
  Later items require writing 

letters or words dictated by 

the examiner. 

 

Reversed letters are not 

scored as errors unless it 

makes a new letter, e.g., b / d 

 

If writing is difficult to read, ask 

the examinee to write more 

neatly.   

 

 

Test 7: Dictation    
  

Beginning with Item 17, items are coded 

to identify the skill being measured. 

S = spelling   O = ortografía 

P = punctuation        P = puntuación 

C = capitalization     M = mayúscula 

U = usage    C = concordancia 
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Test 7: Dictation    
  
For punctuation, capitalization, or usage items, do not penalize for 

spelling errors if the misspelling is an accurate sound representation. 

Joon receives credit because it includes a capital J 

and is an accurate sound representation. 

Test 8: Written Language Expression    
   Expresión de lenguaje escrito 
 • Measures the ability to communicate in writing 

 

• Uses the Response Booklet  

 

• Uses continuation instructions   

 

• Items may be repeated and words may be read upon 

request, but do not spell any words for the examinee on 

this test 

 

• Review the reminders that may be given only once 

during the test  (same ones used in Test 4) 

 

 

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Use Dictation Raw Score, or examinee’s estimated 

writing ability to choose starting point.  

Administer by complete item blocks.   

Follow continuation instructions after each item block. 

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Starting point for Dictation raw score of 0–25 or 

estimated ability of Preschool–Grade 1. 

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Early items require 

writing one word to 

complete a sentence. 

 

(Block A and Block B) 
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Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Starting point for Dictation raw score of 

26–30 or estimated ability of Grade 2. 

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Do not penalize for: 

 

• Spelling errors unless the misspelling forms another 

real word or interferes with understanding the 

response 

 

• Punctuation, capitalization, or usage errors unless 

otherwise indicated in the scoring key 

 

• Poor handwriting unless, after a reminder to write 

neatly, the response is still illegible 

 

 

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Starting point for Dictation 

raw score of 31–64 (25-60 

in Spanish) or estimated 

ability of Grade 3 to adult. 

 

Blocks C–H require writing a 

complete sentence in 

response to a variety of 

prompts. 

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Assign a score of 1 if the response meets the criteria.  

Use example responses to help determine score. 

These reminders may be given only once during the test. 

Score the item 0 when giving any of these reminders. 

• Remember, do not change the word (words) in any way. 

• Remember to give me a complete sentence. 

• Remember to use the word (words) in one sentence. 

• Remember to use all the words. 

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

These are the same reminders used in 

Test 4: Oral Language Expression.  

Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Write your response to this item. 
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Test 8: Written Language Expression 

Score your response 2, 1, or 0. Cluster Level Analysis 

92 

Comprehension/ Comprensión 

• Composed of 2 tests: 

– Test 2: Oral Comprehension 

– Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

 

• Provides a measure of spoken and written language 

comprehension 

 

 

 

 

Oral Language/ Lenguaje oral 

• 3 clusters (each includes listening and speaking tasks) 

– Broad (includes Tests 1—4) 

– Basic 

• Test 1: Analogies 

• Test 3: Picture Vocabulary 

– Applied 

• Test 2: Oral Comprehension 

• Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

 

 

Reading-Writing/Lectura y escritura 

• 3 clusters (each includes reading and writing tasks) 

– Broad (includes Tests 5—8) 

– Basic 

• Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

• Test 7: Dictation 

– Applied 

• Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

• Test 8: Written Language Expression 

 

English or Spanish Language Ability 

• 3 clusters (each includes listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

tasks) 

– Broad (includes Tests 1—8) 

– Basic 

• Test 1: Analogies 

• Test 3: Picture Vocabulary 

• Test 5: Letter-Word Identification 

• Test 7: Dictation 

– Applied 

• Test 2: Oral Comprehension 

• Test 4: Oral Language Expression 

• Test 6: Passage Comprehension 

• Test 8: Written Language Expression 
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Levels of Information 

Age- and Grade-Based Norms 

• Age norms:  Ages 3—22  

• Grade norms: Kindergarten through college 

– Separate norms for 2-year and 4-year college students 

• Choose most appropriate comparison group. 

• Selection of age- or grade-based norms does not 

change age or grade equivalents.  

• Standard scores and percentile ranks are impacted 

by choice of norm basis. 

Age- and Grade-Based Norms 

99 

Hierarchy of Test Information 

• Level 1: Qualitative  

– Information about language use, academic history, 

behaviors observed during testing, error analysis 

• Level 2: Level of Development  

– Age or grade equivalents, raw score, W score 

• Level 3: Level of Proficiency  

– Relative proficiency index (RPI), language proficiency level, 

instructional or developmental zones 

• Level 4: Relative standing in a group 

– Standard scores, percentile ranks 

Level 1: Qualitative Information 

• Test Record includes 3 checklists to assist with 

gathering information: 

– Language Background Information 

– Academic Language Exposure 

– Test Session Observation Checklist 

• Conduct an error analysis within and across 

tests 

• Record any comments, notes, or behaviors of 

interest during testing session 

 

 

Level 2: Development 

• Age- or Grade-equivalents are based on raw score 

• Reflects age or grade level in norm sample at 

which median score is the same as the 

examinee’s raw score 

• Abbreviated AE or GE 

• Written with hyphen (AE) or period (GE) 

  (AE: 8-4, GE:  3.8) 

• Not affected by choice of age or grade norms 
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 Level 3: Proficiency 

• Criterion-referenced information 

• Indicates the quality of performance or level of 

proficiency 

• Indicates the range of development or instruction 

(independent to frustration) 

• Types of Level 3 Scores: relative proficiency index (RPI), 

instructional zones, language proficiency levels, 

comparative language index (CLI) 

Six Language Proficiency Levels 

• Initial Development 

• Early Development 

• Continuing Development 

• Emerging Proficiency 

• Proficient 

• Advanced Proficient 

 

These levels replace 

the CALP levels in 

the WMLS-R. 

See Table 5-4 in the 

Comprehensive Manual 

for an in-depth 

description of each 

level. 

Six Language Proficiency Levels 

Proficiency levels are based 

on how far above or below 

the examinee’s score falls 

from the average score for 

age or grade mates.  

 

The W Difference score 

represents this distance. 

 

RPIs also use the W Diff. 

 

Comparative Language Index (CLI) 

• Compares Spanish and English proficiency on selected clusters 

• Helpful in determining language dominance 

• Uses the numerator from the obtained RPIs to create the CLI 

• Spanish numerator is used as the numerator on the CLI 

• English numerator is used as the denominator on the CLI 

Put it all together…. Comparative Language Index (CLI)  

• Limitations= if both are weak it is tough to determine 
language dominance from the CLI score alone.  

• For the example provided, 66/45 tells us that  

– Spanish is stronger 

– Information regarding proficiency in each language compared 
with that of other examinees at the same age or grade level.  

– Spanish= Emerging Proficiency range 

– English= Continuing Development range 

108 
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 Level 4: Peer Comparison 

• Norm-referenced information 

• Reflects relative standing within peer group (age or 

grade) 

• Standard scores (SS) 

• Percentile ranks (PR) 

• NCE, z score, T score 

 

 

WMLS III:  
Use in Assessment for Bilingual/ESL programs and Special 
Education 

Challenges with ELL and Special Education 
Evaluations: 

• Special education has become the default intervention 

• Accurate identification of ELL students who also need special 
education services has been a historical issue. 

• In 2003, the U.S. DOE did a study that found over-identification 
occurred more commonly in districts with small numbers of 
ELLs, and under-identification  was more common in districts 
with larger ELL populations.  

• 2009-2010: EL comprised 9.7% of students enrolled in public 
schools, but made up 8.3% of public school students being 
served under IDEA 

• By 2030, EL’s will comprise an estimated 40% of the American 
school population.  

112 

113 

 LTE with an IEP 2015 – 2016 SY  

Source: NYS SIRS 2015-2016  

IEP, 58.6 

SIFE, 2.8 

Non IEP/SIFE, 38.6 
IEP

SIFE

Non IEP/SIFE

N=27,717 

New York State Disability Classifications by 
ELL status 2015-2016 SY 

38.5% 

36.4% 

5.6% 

2.8% 

4.5% 

2.1% 2.5% 

6.1% 

0.9% 
0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 

32.3% 

20.6% 

15.2% 

13.4% 

6.3% 
5.7% 

2.9% 
2.0% 

0.6% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 0.2% 

Learning Disability Speech or Language
Impairment

Other Health
Impairment

Pre-School Student
with a Disability

Autism Emotional
Disturbance

Multiple Disabilities Intellectual Disability Hearing Impairment Orthopedic
Impairment

Visual Impairment Deafness Traumatic Brain Injury

ELL Non ELL
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NYC - Disability Classifications by ELL Status 2015-2016 

Rest of NY State - Disability Classifications by ELL Status 2015-2016 

Disability Classifications by ELL Status NYC vs. Rest of State 2015-2016 

38.0% 36.8% 

6.6% 
5.4% 

3.9% 3.6% 
2.3% 1.8% 0.9% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.0% 

34.3% 

27.2% 

1.9% 

5.6% 

8.5% 

13.4% 

6.2% 

1.2% 0.6% 0.4% 0.3% 0.2% 0.1% 0.0% 

0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

40.0%

Learning Disability Speech or Language
Impairment

Intellectual Disability Autism Other Health
Impairment

Pre-School Student
with a Disability

Emotional Disturbance Multiple Disabilities Hearing Impairment Orthopedic Impairment Deafness Visual Impairment Traumatic Brain Injury Deaf-Blindness

ELL Non ELL

29.7% 

26.5% 

7.4% 

3.4% 3.1% 
1.5% 1.2% 0.6% 0.5% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1% 0.1% 0.0% 

30.5% 

14.9% 

21.0% 

2.1% 
4.4% 

6.9% 
5.2% 

0.5% 

13.3% 

0.3% 0.3% 0.3% 0.2% 0.0% 
0.0%

5.0%

10.0%

15.0%

20.0%

25.0%

30.0%

35.0%

40.0%

Learning Disability Speech or Language
Impairment

Other Health
Impairment

Intellectual Disability Multiple Disabilities Autism Emotional Disturbance Hearing Impairment Pre-School Student
with a Disability

Visual Impairment Orthopedic Impairment Traumatic Brain Injury Deafness Deaf-Blindness

ELL Not ELL

All Students with an IEP vs. ELLs with an IEPs in NYS 
2015-2016 

N= 55,311 

22.3% 

77.7% 

ELLs with IEPs

ELLs without IEPs

ELLs with an IEP 

17.0% 

83.0% 

Students with an
IEP

All Students
without an IEP

All Students with an 
IEP 

N= 456,388 

Percent of ELLs with IEPs in NYS 2015-2016 

N=55,311 

22.3% 

77.7% 

ELLs with IEPs

ELLs without IEPs

74.8% 

25.2% 

NYS 
NYC 

N=38,414 

50.6% of ELL SWDs are in grades K-6 

20.4% of ELL SWDs are in grades 6-8 

29%  of ELL SWD are in grades 9 -12 

 

 ELLs with IEPs - Linguistic and Cultural Diversity  2015-
2016 

Spanish, 76.0% 

Chinese, 5.4% 

English, 3.3% 

Arabic, 2.2% 

Bengali, 1.7% 

Haitian Creole, 1.4% 

Urdu, 1.3% 

Russian, 1.1% 

No Value (Blank), 0.7% 

Other, 6.9% Spanish

Chinese

English

Arabic

Bengali

Haitian Creole

Urdu

Russian

No Value (Blank)

Other

N = 55,311 

21.80% 
21.90% 

21.50% 

22.30% 

19.00%

20.00%

21.00%

22.00%

23.00%

24.00%

25.00%

2012-2013 SY 2013-2014 SY 2014-2015 SY 2015-2016 SY

Percentage of Ells with Disabilities 2012-
13 to 2015-16 SY 

Evaluation Process of an EL Student for 
Special Education Eligibility: 

• To avoid inappropriately identifying an EL student because 
of their limited English proficiency, EL students must be 
evaluated in an appropriate language based on the student’s 
needs and language skills. 

• A bilingual evaluation means testing in two languages- the 
student’s linguistic environment and educational history 
will dictate the amount of testing in a given language. 

• Bilingual special education evaluations are not only for 
students identified as ELL. There may be other students 
referred to the special education team who need and 
deserve an evaluation in both languages.  
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Identifying & Assessing All Potential EL 
Students: 

• This procedure is done primarily through a home language 
survey and other tests done at the school level to identify a 
student for ELL services. 

• There are guidelines in place for when a student is referred 
to the special education process.  

Bilingual Special Education Evaluation:  

• Gathering of Information 

• Oral Language Proficiency and Dominance Testing in the 
Student’s Two or more Languages 

• Cognitive Testing 

• Academic Testing 

 

Oral Language Proficiency & Dominance 
Testing 
• Oral language testing (formal testing when available, informal testing if 

necessary) should be conducted in both languages of students identified as 
LEP/ELL and those where another language has had a real and significant 
impact on the student’s development of English language proficiency. 

 

• Strive for parallel and equated oral language in both languages in order to 
make comparisons to determine dominance. 

 

• Be aware that oral language tests may measure different aspects of language 

– SLP – Functional Language 

– School Psychologists – Cognitive/Academic language 

 

Oral Language Proficiency & Dominance 
Testing- Best Practices 

• Compare Oral Language performance on: 

 

- Spanish and English forms of WMLS III 

- Spanish and English Oral Language cluster of WJ IV 

- Oral Language clusters in WJ III and Bateria III 

 

Interpret results based on amount and quality of student’s exposure to 
language of the test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cognitive Testing 

• Administered in the dominant language of the student. 

• If cognitive testing is limited to nonverbal only, be sure this 
was because of a student-centered reason and not because it 
was easier and faster. 

– Nonverbal assessments are narrow enough that it can be 
challenging to use them as foundation of SLD evaluation.  

– If you have a clear reason to use a nonverbal cognitive assessment, 
then do it.  

– If you’re using a nonverbal to make the process easier on you (by 
sidestepping the language dominance determination), that’s not a 
good reason. 

 

Academic Testing 
Completed in language of academic instruction 

 

• English academic testing is almost always done unless student is newly immigrated within the 
last few months 

 

• Academic testing in the other language is usually conducted if the student has been exposed 
to academic instruction for 1+ years 

 

• Informal academic testing in the other language may be necessary if tests aren’t available or if 
amount of instruction in other language was negligible 

 

• Interpret in light of amount and quality of academic exposure in that language 

 

• Consider impact of instructional programming on performance – is learning issue a result of 
educational programming or disability? 
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Online Scoring and 
Reporting 

127 

Online Scoring and Reporting 

• Once the WMLS III is added to your school you will provide 
account holder name and email when placing the order. 

• The AH will get an email that the WMLS III has now been 
added. 

• They will need to go into the system and add you to the 
WMLS III.  

• Each person added will receive an email with a link to set up 
their scoring site.  

• The scoring is based on how many protocols you have: 

– 25 protocols=25 scoring opportunities/credits 

128 

WMLS III Scoring Dashboard Great Resources for Training 

Additional Scoring Features 

• Examinee data report- Raw scores, good for output 

• Parent Report- Available in Spanish or English 

• Teacher Report 

• Comprehensive Report with Interventions now available! 

• Yields important information about oral language abilities, 
reading, and writing skills  

• Offers two English forms and one parallel Spanish form 

• Allows comparison of English and Spanish oral language, 
reading, and writing abilities 

• Explores language proficiency and dominance  

Summary: WMLS III 


