
PIC Recommendation 1

Use Globally Unique Product 

Identification

Whenever possible, use Global Trade 

Item Numbers (GTIN) to manage product 

in each entry line

Company Prefix Item 

Reference

Check 

Digit



PIC Recommendation 2

Use Global Classification Codes

Use international product classification codes and 

descriptors to accurately determine jurisdiction 

and risk profile for each product in entry

http://www.gs1.org/gsmp/kc/gpc http://www.unspsc.org



ENTRY RECORD EXPANDED TO PASS 

E-COMMERCE DATA TO US OGAs

HTS LINE

ENTRY NUMBER

Single Window 

Message Set 

provides e-

commerce data to 

Government 

Agencies

PG 01: GTIN, Intended Use Code

PG 02: Classification Codes

0I: Narrative Product Description

Existing CBP Entry Record provides 

Shipment and Party information for 

Customs



PIC Recommendation 4

Use Global Product Catalogs

Use GTIN to “look up” 
product information in 
secure, globally-
standard electronic 
product catalogs – one 
data element unlocks all 
e-commerce product 
information from product 
supplier



If catalog data indicate low risk product, 
government can release without inspection; if 
high-risk, can better plan for inspection efforts

Using Global Codes in Catalogs 
Global  

Catalog 
“Cloud”

Product Supplier

Customs 
Data

Product supplier 
authoritatively 
publishes  product 
information 

Government downloads 
published product 
information from catalog

Government matches GTIN with 
catalog info and makes admission 
decision, ideally in advance,  using 
rich global data from catalog 
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Importer places the GTIN  
for the product in the 
entry record and sends to 
Customs 
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10005143 =Dolls/Soft Toys (Powered); 
Consumer Lifestage = >3 YEARS & UP; 

Power Source = BATTERY; Target Gender 
= FEMALE; Type of Doll/Soft Toy = BABY 

DOLL

Government Agency Inspection

Importer

GPC = 

10005143

GPC 

DESCRIPTORS

GTIN= 

123456119121

ENTRY #

Line N

GTIN= 

123456119121


